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MARCH 2011 – UK HIGHLIGHTS

TCM’s entire output from 15:00 daily is on TCM 2 from 20:00 onwards.

The following document includes highlights for both TCM and TCM 2.


LETHAL WEAPON FRIDAYS
TCM pays tribute to one of Hollywood’s most popular crime-busting partnerships by screening all four Lethal Weapon movies starring Mel Gibson and Danny Glover. Spanning 11 years, they kick off with Lethal Weapon (1987) on 4th March and end with Lethal Weapon 4 (1998) on 25th March.
Screening Fridays from 21:00

ACTION WEDNESDAYS

Four top-class thrillers guarantee edge-of-the-seat excitement on Wednesday evenings. Bruce Lee takes on the Triads in the iconic martial arts classic Enter The Dragon, Steven Seagal stars in On Deadly Ground, Rufus Sewell battles for survival in Extreme Ops, Arnold Schwarzenegger is US Marshall John Kruger in Eraser, and Natasha Henstridge dazzles in Species ll.
Screening Wednesdays 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th March from 21:00


SUNDAY MATINEE CLASSICS
A sparkling line-up features much-loved Meet me in St Louis; Agatha Christie’s whodunit Murder Most Foul with Margaret Rutherford; the enchanting musical My Fair Lady with Audrey Hepburn and swashbuckling romp Captain Horatio Hornblower RN starring Gregory Peck.
Screening Sundays from 15:00

TCM RECOMMENDS...   

Look out for Steve Guttenberg, Kevin Bacon and Mickey Rourke in Diner on 13th March Gulf War drama Three Kings starring George Clooney and Mark Wahlberg on 19th March and Wag The Dog, a hilarious dig at political spin-doctoring featuring Robert De Niro and Dustin Hoffman on 28th March.
Showing on various dates throughout March  

TCM CHANNEL INFORMATION AND CONTACTS
  

GIBSON AND GLOVER TAKE ON LA’S TOUGHEST CROOKS IN ALL FOUR LETHAL WEAPON FILMS
They’re probably Hollywood’s best-known crime-busting duo since Holmes and Watson - and now TCM salutes Mel Gibson and Danny Glover by reserving Friday evenings throughout March to all four movies in the hugely successful Lethal Weapon series.
Lethal Weapon Fridays begins on 4th March with Lethal Weapon (1987), introducing us to ill-matched LAPD detectives Martin Riggs (Gibson) and Roger Murtaugh (Glover) who overcome their differences to bust a heroin trafficking scheme. Lethal Weapon 2 on 11th March sees them take on currency smugglers and marks the debut of Joe Pesci as Leo Getz. On 18th March, Lethal Weapon 3 finds them investigating an arms racket and introduces Rene Russo as a tough policewoman. Finally, Riggs and Murtaugh take on a group of vicious Triads in Lethal Weapon 4 on 25th March. All four screen at 21:00.
TCM keeps hearts pumping in Action Wednesdays, with a top-rated thriller each Wednesday at 21:00. They begin on 2nd March with Arnold Schwarzenegger is US Marshall John Kruger in Eraser. On 16th March Rufus Sewell and Bridgette Wilson fight for their lives as a Serbian warlord pursues them through the Austrian Alps in Extreme Ops and on the 23rd March sci-fi thriller Species ll starring Michael Madsen and Natasha Henstridge takes us on an alien mission to Mars. Finishing the line-up on 30th March, is martial arts classic Enter the Dragon starring Bruce Lee, who tragically died at 32 just three weeks before its premiere.
Relaxing the pace, Sunday Matinee Classics weekly at 15:00 has something for everyone. Meet me in St Louis starring Judy Garland is on 6th March, and on 13th March Margaret Rutherford is Agatha Christie’s intrepid sleuth Miss Marple in Murder Most Foul. George Cukor’s eight Oscar® blockbuster My Fair Lady has Rex Harrison sparring with Audrey Hepburn on 20th March, while on 27th March Gregory Peck shamelessly buckles his swash as Captain Horatio Hornblower RN.
Finally TCM Recommends Diner on 13th March with Steve Guttenberg, Mickey Rourke and Kevin Bacon, superior Gulf War drama Three Kings starring George Clooney on 19th March and hilarious political comedy Wag The Dog with Robert De Niro and Dustin Hoffman on 28th March. 
LETHAL WEAPON FRIDAYS
SHOWING FRIDAYS 4TH, 11TH, 18TH & 25TH MARCH AT 21:00
FRIDAY 4TH MARCH
21:00    Lethal Weapon | 1987

            d: Richard Donner

            s: Mel Gibson, Danny Glover, Gary Busey
Veteran detective Roger Murtaugh (Danny Glover) is partnered with Martin Riggs (Mel Gibson), a younger, maverick cop who has lost the will to live since his wife died.  Trouble inevitably ensues as the two, who are looking into the death of Riggs’ wife, unearth a heroin trafficking scheme.  As they delve deeper into the underworld, they become the prime targets of the drugs barons’ revenge.
The opening movie serves up plenty of thrills not to mention a body count of 26. City officials co-operated by hanging Christmas decorations on Hollywood Boulevard a few months early so that scenes shot for the film looked like they happened in the festive season.  Gibson’s suicidal monologue prompted Franco Zeffirelli to offer him the lead in Hamlet (1990) with Glenn Close and Alan Bates.
FRIDAY 11TH MARCH

21:00     Lethal Weapon 2 |1989

             d: Richard Donner

             s: Mel Gibson, Danny Glover, Patsy Kensit
Riggs and Murtaugh are assigned to a witness protection programme but find themselves in the midst of a diplomatic money smuggling racket.  Their witness is trouble-maker Leo Getz (Joe Pesci) who knows all about the money scam and is intent on wreaking havoc. Riggs also becomes romantically involved with one of the diplomatic aides, Rika van den Haas (Patsy Kensit).

The second instalment of Gibson and Glover’s mismatched cop partnership won both critical and public acclaim with many describing it as equally as good as the original, itself highly rated.  Pesci meanwhile owes a debt to this movie – he had experienced a short break from feature films in the mid-80s and his role of Leo Getz in Lethal Weapon 2 re-launched him back into Hollywood.

FRIDAY 18TH MARCH

21:00    Lethal Weapon 3 | 1992

             d: Richard Donner

             s: Mel Gibson, Danny Glover, Rene Russo

Martin Riggs (Mel Gibson) becomes involved with a beautiful but tough policewoman Lorna Cole (Rene Russo), and together with Riggs’ buddy Roger Murtaugh (Danny Glover) the three attempt to expose a crooked former policeman and his huge arms racket.  However, the plot is complicated further by the return of Leo Getz (Joe Pesci) who is now holding down a legitimate job.  

Building on the success of the first two movies in the Lethal Weapon franchise, director Richard Donner takes pains to make sure the stunts and action scenes in Lethal Weapon 3  are bigger and better than ever before.  This was the breakthrough film for model-turned-actress Rene Russo although her actual feature film debut had come in Major League (1989).   
FRIDAY 25TH MARCH

21:00     Lethal Weapon 4 | 1998

              d: Richard Donner

              s: Mel Gibson, Danny Glover, Joe Pesci
As ageing police sergeants Martin Riggs (Mel Gibson) and Roger Murtaugh (Danny Glover) find themselves promoted to captain, they take on their most fearsome adversaries – The Triads. They’re behind a people-smuggling racket led by Benny Chan (Kim Chan) and his enforcer Wah Sing Ku (Jet Li). Riggs and Murtaugh take them on with the aid of young police sergeant Lee Butters (Chris Rock) and private investigator Leo Getz (Joe Pesci).

After a six-year break the Lethal Weapon franchise returns with a fourth film, packed with high-octane action sequences and martial arts. And this one is the most spectacular to date, with a budget of $100 million. The film turned out to be an international hit and in the US it was among the top ten grossing movies of its release year. For Jet Li meanwhile, this was his first American-produced movie and the first time he'd ever played a villain.
ACTION WEDNESDAYS
SHOWING WEDNESDAYS 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd MARCH AT 21:00

WEDNESDAY 2nd MARCH

21:00     Eraser | 1996

              d: Chuck Russell

              s: Arnold Schwarzenegger, James Caan, Vanessa Williams
US Marshal John Kruger (Arnold Schwarzenegger) is nicknamed ‘The Eraser’ because his job is to remove all traces of the identity of vital informants in the witness protection programme. When he’s assigned to guard Lee Cullen (Vanessa Williams), a former executive with evidence of illegal arms deals implicating a US weapons company, he uncovers a plot permeating the very highest levels of the government.
Oscar®-nominated for best sound effects editing, this superior action movie is packed with thrills and seemingly impossible feats, even for an actor of Arnold Schwarzenegger’s stature. For example, savour the scene where he hangs from the outside of a jet aircraft, finally lets go, free-falls to catch his parachute that has been ripped off him - and then struggles to avoid the jet which has circled around and is going to smash into him. 
WEDNESDAY 9th MARCH
21:00     On Deadly Ground | 1994
              d: Glenn Randall Jr.

              s: Steven Seagal, Michael Caine, Joan Chen, John McGinley, R. Lee
After threatening to expose a company for unsafe drilling practices, an oil worker is dumped and abandoned in the wilderness to die. But he is rescued by a tribe of natives who see him as their legendary figure, the Rainbow Warrior.

WEDNESDAY 16th MARCH

21:00     Extreme Ops | 2002

              d: Christian Duguay

              s: Rufus Sewell, Devon Sawa, Bridgette Wilson, Rupert Graves

A film crew shooting a commercial in the Austrian Alps featuring three extreme sports enthusiasts take on more than they bargain for when they stumble across the secret hideout of Slobodan Pavle, a Serbian war criminal, catching him on film. A deadly pursuit ensues through the mountains in which skiing, snowboarding, sky diving, white water rafting, helicopters, motorcycles and base jumping all figure prominently.

Packed with thrills and ‘how do they do that?’ stunts, Extreme Ops does not rely on CGI for its heart-in-the-mouth moments but real acting. Look out for some really impressive sequences as characters are shown snowboarding while being towed behind a speeding train, ski-jumping 300 feet out of a cable car, base jumping at night, kayaking over a 150 feet waterfall and mountain biking off a cliff face.

WEDNESDAY 23rd MARCH

21:00     Species ll | 1988

              d: Peter Medak
              s: Michael Madsen, Natasha Henstridge, Marg Helgenberger

Returning from a mission to Mars, three NASA astronauts unwittingly bring back life with them. The soil samples they collected from the planet contained alien DNA and all of the astronauts become infected.  The result is horrifying and deadly: back on Earth, one of the astronauts, Patrick Ross (Justin Lazard) unleashes his sex drive and produces offspring at an alarming rate, these turning out to be grotesque creatures from the very depths of hell.

This sequel to the 1995 box office success once again belongs to the gorgeous Natasha Henstridge, returning as Eve. But the special effects finish a close second – look out in particular for a head regeneration scene that will linger for days afterwards. Only the churlish would dwell upon one factual error - the crew holding radio conversations with Houston while orbiting Mars when, in reality, the huge distances would have made this impossible.  

WEDNESDAY 30th MARCH

21:00     Enter the Dragon | 1973

             d:  Robert Clouse

             s: Bruce Lee, John Saxon, Kien Shi, Ahna Capri

In Hong Kong, martial arts expert Lee (Bruce Lee) is recruited by British intelligence to investigate the activities of the sinister Han (Kien Shi), a crime lord who makes his fortune from drug running and prostitution. Bruce's cover is that he's a competitor for Han's annual martial arts tournament. But he has a personal score to settle too – his own sister was killed as a result of Han's activities. 
With its spectacular fight sequences, Enter The Dragon has achieved cult status and earned the nickname ‘the granddaddy of all martial arts films’. Tragically, Bruce Lee’s most popular film in the West also turned out to be his last - he died in Hong Kong three weeks before the premiere in 1973. The San Francisco-born star was just 32. Controversy still surrounds Lee’s death, with some conspiracy theorists even suggesting it was the work of the Triads.

SUNDAY CLASSICS 

EVERY SUNDAY AT 15:00
SUNDAY 6TH MARCH
 15:00    Meet me in St Louis |1994
 d: Vincente Minnelli 

 s: Judy Garland, Margaret O'Brien, Mary Astor, Lucille Bremer, Leon Ames,   

Showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

Young love and childish fears highlight a year in the life of a turn-of-the-century family.

St. Louis 1903. The well-off Smith family has four beautiful daughters, including Esther (Judy Garland) and little Tootie (Margaret O’Brien). 17-year old Esther has fallen in love with the boy next door who has just moved in, John (Tom Drake). He however, barely notices her at first. The family is shocked when Mr. Smith reveals that he has been transferred to a nice position in New York, which means that the family has to leave St. Louis and the St. Louis Fair.
SUNDAY 13TH MARCH
15:00    Murder Most Foul(1964 

d: George Pollock 

s: Margaret Rutherford, Ron Moody, Charles Tingwell, Stringer Davis
Showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

On jury service, tweedy sleuth Jane Marple (Margaret Rutherford) finds it impossible to accept the accused man is guilty.  So when the trial is postponed, she duly sets out to track down the real killer and with the help of Jim (Stringer Davis) her search leads to a local theatre company the Cosgood Players run by playwright and director Driffield Cosgood (Ron Moody). 

Well up to standard, this was the third of four adaptations of Agatha Christie’s Miss Marple novels and produced by MGM’s British studios.  It was based on Christie’s Mrs McGinty’s Death and directed by George Pollock, who was at the helm for the previous two Miss Marple movies.  Stalwart Brit thesps Francesca Annis, Terry Scott and a very young James Bolam all shine in the supporting cast.

SUNDAY 20TH MARCH

15:00    My Fair Lady | 1964

             d: George Cukor

             s: Audrey Hepburn, Rex Harrison, Stanley Holloway, Wilfrid Hyde-White

Showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

In a chance encounter in Covent Garden, speech professor Henry Higgins (Rex Harrison) comes across cockney flower seller Eliza Doolittle (Audrey Hepburn). Intrigued by the 'deliciously low and horribly dirty' Eliza, Higgins vows to transform her into an elegant lady. An intensive makeover of Eliza's speech, manners and dress begins in preparation for her appearance at the Embassy Ball, but Higgins may have taken on more than he imagined...

Winner of eight Oscars® including best picture (Jack Warner), best actor (Rex Harrison) and best costumes (Cecil Beaton), My Fair Lady consistently tops the polls as the best musical of all time. And few can disagree with that verdict on Cukor’s classy and elegant adaptation of George Bernard Shaw’s play Pygmalion, packed with unforgettable numbers such as I Could Have Danced All Night and Get Me To The Church on Time.
SUNDAY 27TH MARCH

15:00    Captain Horatio Hornblower RN | 1951 
             d: Raoul Walsh

             s: Gregory Peck, Virginia Mayo, Robert Beatty

Showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

Hornblower (Gregory Peck) sails into action against Napoleon’s forces aboard the 38-gun man o’ war HMS Lydia. First he deals with a Central American megalomaniac, then he takes on the 60-gun Spanish galleon Natividad. Later he skirmishes with four French ships-of-the-line, and, as his ship sinks, deliberately holes her so she bottles up a vital enemy port.  But his luck runs out when he’s captured by the French and put on trial for piracy.

Gregory Peck was seemingly born to play the hero of C S Forester’s bestselling novels but he actually had two rivals for this stirring Boys Own adventure. The rights to Hornblower were originally acquired with Errol Flynn in mind but after poor box office returns for The Adventures of Don Juan in 1948 and growing difficulties with the actor, he was not cast. Burt Lancaster was also in the frame but studio bosses decided the role was out of his range.

TCM RECOMMENDS...
SUNDAY 13th MARCH

21:00
Diner | 1982


d: Barry Levinson


s: Steve Guttenberg, Mickey Rourke, Kevin Bacon

Five high school friends return to a former hang out -  Fells Point Diner in 1959 Baltimore, the film explores the journey the friends take into adulthood and the changes that happen as they grown further apart from each other, and the Diner. The Oscar-nominated film is not to be missed.

WEDNESDAY 19th MARCH

21:00     Three Kings | 1999

              d: David O. Russell

              s: George Clooney, Mark Wahlberg, Ice Cube, Mike Jonze
In the immediate aftermath of the first Gulf War, a group of GIs on patrol in the desert stumble across a map pinpointing the location of a bunker filled with treasure stolen from Kuwait by Saddam Hussein’s invading forces. The soldiers believe it will make them wealthy beyond their wildest dreams – but it could slip through their fingers if they concentrate instead on helping a group of Iraqis in mortal danger. 

Director David O Russell cleverly employs such techniques as following a bullet into a body and observing how the wound develops.  Among the advisors and extras were a number of refugees from the 1991 war. While filming this movie Clooney also found time to star in TV hospital drama ER. The use of Ektachrome film gives a high contrast and bleached-out look to accentuate the desert landscape.
MONDAY 28th MARCH

21:00    Wag the Dog | 1997

             d: Barry Levinson

             s: Dustin Hoffman, Robert De Niro, Anne Heche, Willie Nelson

A sex scandal involving a girl scout and the President in the Oval Office threatens to scupper the First Citizen’s chances of being re-elected just as voters are preparing to go to the polls. To divert attention, spin doctor Conrad Brean (Robert De Niro) is called in to try and suppress the story in the final 11 days of campaigning. He employs a Hollywood producer (Dustin Hoffman) to manufacture a war in Albania to divert the media away from the real story.

By an uncanny coincidence, US President Bill Clinton became involved in a sex scandal with White House intern Monica Lewinsky after this film started production and before its release. Clinton actually met the director and stars during filming and dropped a bombshell by asking what it was about. It was left to the hapless Dustin Hoffman to reply. Later he recalled: ‘I just started to tap dance. I can't even remember what I said."
TCM (Turner Classic Movies) is a 24-hour film channel that launched in the US in 1994 and in the UK, Europe, the Middle East and Africa in 1999 as part of the Time Warner group. TCM gives viewers the opportunity to escape to a world of film and enjoy a vast range of unforgettable movies from all genres. Broadening the cinematic experience, viewers can enhance their enjoyment of the world’s most popular art form with exclusive documentaries, interviews with Hollywood insiders and a front row seat at global film events. 

It is available via cable, satellite and digital terrestrial throughout Europe, Africa and the Middle East in eight regional versions in thirteen languages: English, Danish, Dutch, French, Greek, Hebrew, Polish, Spanish, German, Hungarian, Romanian, Norwegian and Swedish. In the UK TCM can be found on SKY 317; Virgin TV 415; Top Up TV Anytime. TCM 2 can be found on SKY 318. 

For information on TCM see www.tcmuk.tv 

For press releases/schedules/images see www.europe.turnerInfo.com 

For more information please contact: Tabitha Wharton Tel: +44 (0) 20 7693 0561  
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