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OCTOBER 2010 – UK HIGHLIGHTS

TCM’s entire output from 15:00 daily is on TCM 2 from 20:00 onwards The following document includes highlights for both TCM and TCM 2.


HEROES 
TCM hails the heroes who ensure there’s always a happy ending in our favourite movies. An action-packed showcase of some of our favourite  blockbusters include the first three Superman adventures, Batman Begins, Blade, Lethal Weapon and Lethal Weapon lll, and Robocop.

Saturdays from 21:00, 1st October – 6th November

HALLOWEEN 
There’s no trick but plenty of treat in TCM’s Halloween line-up, featuring vampire fright fest Queen of the Damned, William Friedkin’s horror classic The Exorcist and the acclaimed 1978 remake of Invasion of the Bodysnatchers – definitely not for the nervous.
Saturday at 23:00 and Sunday 30th & 31st October at 21:00 and 23:00


THURSDAY NIGHT THRILLERS 

TCM puts the thrills into Thursdays with a high-octane line-up including gripping crime drama Se7en with Brad Pitt and Morgan Freeman; David Lynch’s ultra-dark Blue Velvet; high-tech adventure Antitrust and Ken Loach’s Hidden Agenda starring Frances McDormand and Brian Cox.
Thursdays throughout October at 21:00

SHERLOCK HOLMES WEEK                                                               
Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce, for many the definitive Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson, star in five classic whodunits from the 1940s as TCM sets aside a whole week in honour of the Baker Street super-sleuth.
Monday 4th – Friday 8th October at 15:00 daily

TCM RECOMMENDS...   

October’s must-see movies are Ken Loach’s gritty 1970 masterpiece Kes; action comedy Kuffs with Christian Slater; The Great Train Robbery starring Sean Connery and Donald Sutherland and Thunderbolt and Lightfoot with Clint Eastwood and Jeff Bridges.
Showing on various dates throughout October        
 
TCM CHANNEL INFORMATION AND CONTACTS






                     
        

TCM PAYS TRIBUTE TO THE GOOD GUYS WITH A HOMAGE TO CINEMA’S GREATEST EVER HEROES
Heroes have been enthralling moviegoers ever since the silent film era made actors like Tom Mix and Douglas Fairbanks household names. Now TCM pays its own homage with Heroes in which Saturday evenings are reserved for cinema’s most intrepid daredevils.
Saturday nights kick off on 2nd October at 21:00 with Batman Begins, starring Christian Bale and Liam Neeson in the hit prequel to the caped crusader adventures; Blade follows at 23:00 with Wesley Snipes playing the avenging vampire. On 9th October Christopher Reeve portrays the Man of Steel in Superman co-starring Marlon Brando and Gene Hackman (21:00), Reeve returns on 16th October in Superman ll and on 23rd October in Superman lll (both 21:00), while on 30th October Mel Gibson is an embittered cop in Lethal Weapon (21:00). Gibson returns on 6th November at 21:00 in Lethal Weapon lll, followed at 23:00 by Robocop starring Peter Weller as a superhuman cyborg in a nightmarish Detroit.
The spookiest weekend of the year wouldn’t be complete without a good horror movie and TCM rolls out three at Halloween, Vampire shocker Queen of the Damned sets pulses racing on Saturday 30th October at 23:00, while William Friedkin’s classic chiller The Exorcist raises the temperature on Sunday 31st October at 21:00 and the acclaimed 1978 remake of Invasion of the Bodysnatchers guarantees palpitations at 23:00.

Elsewhere, Thursday Night Thrillers serves up edge-of-the-seat excitement every week at 21:00 beginning on 14th October David Lynch’s disturbing masterpiece Blue Velvet stars the late Dennis Hopper on 20th October with the TCM premiere of taut police drama Se7en starring Brad Pitt and Morgan Freeman; while 21st October brings Antitrust, a fast-paced conundrum set in the world of computers. On 28th October the brilliant political thriller Hidden Agenda, inspired by true events in Ulster, stars Frances McDormand and Brian Cox.

For many, Basil Rathbone was the definitive Sherlock Holmes and Nigel Bruce unsurpassable as his colleague Dr Watson. Now viewers can decide for themselves in Sherlock Holmes Week from Monday 4th - Friday 8th October, in which the redoubtable pair team up at 15:00 daily for a movie from their classic 1940s collection of whodunits.
Finally TCM Recommends... four outstanding movies from our listings this month: Ken Loach’s tender coming-of-age drama Kes (1970) on 2nd October at 15:00; crime caper Kuffs (1992) with Christian Slater on 6th October at 21:00; The Great Train Robbery starring Sean Connery on 11th October at 15:00, and Thunderbolt and Lightfoot with Clint Eastwood and Jeff Bridges in a poignant study of male camaraderie on 13th October at 23:00.
HEROES:  
FRIDAY EVENINGS FROM 1ST OCTOBER – 5TH NOVEMBER
SATURDAY 2ND OCTOBER

21:00     Batman Begins | 2005 - PREMIERE
             d: Christopher Nolan

             s: Christian Bale, Michael Caine, Liam Neeson
After witnessing the brutal murder of his parents, young Bruce Wayne (Christian Bale) grows up vowing to avenge them.  He returns from exile in the Far East to find his home town, Gotham City, over-run by brutal criminals such as mafia don Falcone (Tom Wilkinson) and twisted doctor-drug dealer Jonathan 'The Scarecrow' Crane (Cillian Murphy).  Donning an armoured suit, Wayne assumes an alter-ego – Batman, scourge of criminals everywhere.
Christian Bale faced competition from seven other actors for the role of Batman - Joshua Jackson, Eion Bailey, Hugh Dancy, Billy Crudup, Cillian Murphy, Henry Cavill and Jake Gyllenhaal. Meanwhile Bale, born in Wales, was careful to speak with an American accent in interviews promoting the film explaining that Batman was a US institution and he did want to confuse moviegoers.
23:50     Blade | 1998 - PREMIERE
             d: Stephen Norrington
             s: Wesley Snipes, Stephen Dorff, Kris Kistofferson

Vampires have good reason to fear Blade (Wesley Snipes). His mother was bitten by a vampire giving him all of their strengths but none of their weaknesses. Swearing to avenge her, Blade declares war on the evil bloodsuckers and becomes known as ‘the day walker’ because sunlight does not affect him. Blade teams up with Dr Karen Jenson (N’Bushe Wright) to thwart a diabolical plan hatched by the evil Deacon Frost (Stephen Dorff).

Inspired by a popular comic–book series, our leather-clad dark knight is brought spectacularly to life by Snipes who beat off competition from Denzel Washington and Laurence Fishburne for the part. A gripping storyline, dazzling martial arts, knock-out special effects and a thumping techno soundtrack all come together to create a first-rate thriller, with Snipes having the time of his life as the intrepid half-human/half bloodsucker.
SATURDAY 9th OCTOBER 
21:00     Superman │1978 
 d: Richard Donner

 s: Christopher Reeve, Gene Hackman, Glenn Ford, Marlon Brando

REPEATED AT 17:00 ON SUNDAY 11TH ON TCM

A middle-aged couple, the Kents (Glenn Ford and Phyllis Thaxter), come across a baby and decide to adopt him, naming him Clark. The mild-mannered child gradually realises he possesses superhuman powers and makes up his mind to use them for the benefit of mankind. As a reporter at The Daily Planet, Clark struggles to conceal his true identity while battling to thwart the evil schemes of criminal mastermind Lex Luthor (Gene Hackman).

Bestselling author Mario Puzo, who wrote The Godfather, manages to retain the appeal of the original comic book in his screenplay.  Good-looking and muscular, Christopher Reeve based his portrayal of Clark Kent on Cary Grant’s character in Bringing Up Baby (1938). Reeve would suffer catastrophic injuries in a horse-riding accident in 1995 and be confined to a wheelchair until his death in 2004.
SATURDAY 16th OCTOBER 

21:00     Superman II | (1980) - PREMIERE
              d: Richard Lester

              s: Christopher Reeves, Gene Hackman, Terence Stamp, Margot Kidder 

REPEATED AT 16:50 ON SUNDAY 17TH ON TCM

A nuclear explosion shatters the Phantom Zone, the eternal prison of three outcasts from Superman's home planet Krypton. The blast frees the traitorous head of Krypton's military forces, General Zod (Terence Stamp), the man-hating Ursa (Sarah Douglas) and the brutish Non (Jack O'Halloran). Lurking menacingly is the evil mastermind Lex Luthor (Gene Hackman), but they’re all up against the Man of Steel...

Richard Lester, an American living in England whose directing credits included The Beatles movies A Hard Day’s Night and Help!, maintained he had never heard of the Superman character before being hired to replace original director Richard Donner. Nonetheless, the film was an enormous success and voted 1982’s Best Science Fiction Film by the US Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy and Horror Films.
SATURDAY 23RD OCTOBER 

21:00     Superman lll | 1983 - PREMIERE
              d: Richard Lester

              s: Christopher Reeve, Richard Pryor, Annette O’Toole

REPEATED AT 17:00 ON SUNDAY 24TH ON TCM
Under the manipulation of millionaire magnate Ross Webster (Robert Vaughn), computer wizard Gus Gorman (Richard Pryor) creates a form of Kryptonite that gives an evil side to the Man of Steel. It falls to Superman’s alter ego, mild-mannered newspaperman Clark Kent, to defeat this hideous transformation. Meanwhile Kent is distracted by the beautiful Lana Lang (Annette O' Toole), his childhood sweetheart, when he attends a high school  reunion.
Behind the scenes, threats of legal action buzzed around Superman lll. The original title was to be Superman vs. Superman but the producers of another movie, Kramer vs. Kramer, threatened a lawsuit over the similarity. The matter was quietly dropped when it was realised that Superman III would be a more sensible title anyway. This was the first Superman movie for which Reeve earned top billing.
SATURDAY 30th OCTOBER 

21:00       Lethal Weapon |1987

               d: Richard Donner

               s: Mel Gibson, Danny Glover

Veteran detective Roger Murtaugh (Danny Glover) is partnered with Martin Riggs (Mel Gibson), a younger, maverick cop who has lost the will to live since his wife died.  Trouble inevitably ensues as the two, who are looking into the death of Riggs’ wife, unearth a heroin trafficking scheme.  As they delve deeper into the underworld, they become the prime targets of the drugs barons’ revenge.
The opening movie in one of the most successful 1980s film franchises gave audiences plenty of thrills – and a body count of 26. City officials co-operated by hanging Christmas decorations on Hollywood Boulevard a few months early so that scenes shot for the film looked like they happened in the festive season.  Gibson’s suicidal monologue prompted Franco Zeffirelli to offer him the lead in Hamlet (1990) with Glenn Close and Alan Bates.
SATURDAY 6th NOVEMBER 

21:00     Lethal Weapon 3 |1992

             d: Richard Donner

             s: Mel Gibson, Danny Glover, Rene Russo, Joe Pesci
Martin Riggs (Mel Gibson) becomes embroiled with a beautiful but tough policewoman, Lorna Cole (Rene Russo). Together with Roger Murtaugh (Danny Glover), the three attempt to expose a crooked former policeman and his huge arms racket.  However, the plot is complicated further by the return of Leo Getz (Joe Pesci) who is now holding down a legitimate job.  

Building on the success of the first two movies, Richard Donner makes Lethal Weapon 3  a winner by ensuring that the stunts and action scenes are bigger and better than ever before.  This was the breakthrough film for model-turned-actress, Rene Russo although her actual feature film debut had come in Major League (1989).   She is reunited with the rest of the cast for Lethal Weapon 4.
23:00     RoboCop | 1987 - PREMIERE
              d: Paul Verhoeven

              s: Peter Weller, Nancy Allen, Dan O’Herlihy
Far into the future, Detroit has become a nightmarish place run by big business. Veteran police officer Alexander Murphy (Peter Weller) meets his downfall when he’s cornered by a gang led by crime boss Clarence Boddicker (Kurtwood Smith) and brutally dispatched. But Murphy is miraculously resurrected as RoboCop, a superhuman cyborg. As Robocop rediscovers his memory he knows he has to find and arrest Clarence Boddicker.
It took 11 hours to fit actor Peter Weller into the RoboCop suit, which turned out to be so hot and heavy he was shedding three pounds a day from water loss. A solution was found when an air conditioner was fitted in the suit. In Sacramento, California a robbery suspect evaded pursuing police when he dived into a cinema showing RoboCop. He became so engrossed that he didn’t see the officers escort other members of the audience outside while they moved in to arrest him.

HALLOWEEN: SAT & SUN 30TH & 31ST OCTOBER 
SATURDAY 30TH OCTOBER

23:00     Queen of the Damned | 2002 - PREMIERE
              d: Michael Rymer

              s: Aaliyah, Stuart Townsend, Maguerite Moreau, Paul McGann

Legendary vampire Lestat de Lioncourt (Stuart Townsend) rises from decades of slumber to a world he finds mesmerising. As he gathers a loyal following he discovers a new talent – as a rock star. But in his quest for immortal fame he has offended Akasha (Aaliyah), the Queen of the Vampires and the Dammed. Lestat finds himself pursued by fellow-vampires who want to finish him off and the formidable Akasha, who desires him as her king.

Tragically, the beautiful 22-year-old Aaliyah died in a plane crash in the Bahamas shortly after principal photography on this movie was completed. Director Michael Rymer called in her brother, Rashad Haughton, to help overdubbing her voice. The film was released six months after the Brooklyn-born star’s death and is dedicated to her memory. Queen of the Damned is the film adaptation of the third novel of Anne Rice's The Vampire Chronicles series. 
SUNDAY 31ST OCTOBER
21:00     The Exorcist | 1973

             d: William Friedkin

             s: Max von Sydow, Ellen Burstyn, Lee J Cobb

Adapted from William Peter Blatty’s 1971 bestseller, this seminal horror movie tells the story of a real case of possession that happened in Maryland. The mother of a 12-year-old girl grows alarmed when she sees her daughter exhibiting strange and disturbing symptoms, including levitation and enormous strength. When conventional attempts at healing fail, a priest is called in and summons a colleague to stage an exorcism. 

The cast certainly earned their pay in this picture: to get the most spontaneous and realistic reactions from them, Friedkin fired guns behind their backs, slapped their faces and even plunged the set into sub-zero temperatures. Perhaps appropriately, he took the precaution of asking technical adviser the Rev Thomas Bermingham to exorcise the set. He refused, but did give a blessing and talk to reassure the cast and crew.

23:25      Invasion of the Bodysnatchers | 1978 - PREMIERE
               d: Philip Kaufman

               s: Donald Sutherland, Brooke Adams, Jeff Goldblum
Shortly after Elizabeth Driscoll (Brooke Adams) discovers a strange plant in her San Francisco yard she cannot identify, her boyfriend begins acting strangely -- he looks the same, but Elizabeth swears he's a different person. Before long, more and more people are claiming the same thing about their friends and relatives. Then the horrible truth emerges -   extraterrestrial plant life has taken root on Earth, duplicating human beings.
Critics agree this is a worthy remake of the 1956 original directed by Don Siegel, who makes a cameo appearance as a taxi driver here.  While the earlier version was seen by many as a Communist allegory, Kaufman's film is more a critique of mindless consumerism. Donald Sutherland insisted on performing his own stunts in the film's climax. In the shot of a fireball erupting from the factory, he had a lucky escape from serious injury.
THURSDAY NIGHT THRILLERS:  
WEEKLY THROUGHOUT OCTOBER  AT 21:00
THURSDAY 7TH OCTOBER 

21:00     Se7en | 1995 - PREMIERE
              d:  David Fincher

              s:  Brad Pitt, Morgan Freeman, Gwyneth Paltrow
As veteran detective William Somerset (Morgan Freeman) prepares for retirement after 34 years of police service he’s partnered with David Mills (Brad Pitt), a brash, hot-headed rookie. When two murders happen within two days of each other the mismatched pair realise they are up against a serial killer who is murdering his victims in accordance with the seven deadly sins: gluttony, greed, sloth, lust, pride, envy and wrath. 
Gothic, shocking, suspenseful, disturbing and very clever, Se7en was voted by one magazine the eighth scariest movie of all time. Viewers may notice it rains every day in the film except for the last day, but there’s a simple explanation: it rained on the first day Pitt filmed so the director kept it going as he was rushing to do all of Pitt’s scenes before he left to make another movie, Twelve Monkeys. Pitt earned $7 million for his role.

THURSDAY 14TH OCTOBER 

21:00     Blue Velvet | 1986

              d: David Lynch

              s: Isabella Rossellini, Dennis Hopper, Laura Dern, Kyle MacLachlan
Student Jeffrey Beaumont (Kyle MacLachlan) is horrified when he stumbles across a human ear in a field. He proceeds to investigate with help from Sandy Williams (Laura Dern), who provides him with information and leads from her father, a local detective. Jeffrey's probe draws him deeper into his hometown's seedy underworld populated by characters such as Frank Booth (Dennis Hopper), a drug addict with a penchant for sexual violence.
Rated by many reviewers as a cult classic, Blue Velvet owes a large debt to 1950s film noir with its femme fatale (Dorothy Vallens), a seemingly unstoppable villain (Frank Booth), and the questionable moral outlook of the hero (Jeffrey Beaumont), as well as its dark cinematography. The soundtrack makes heavy use of vintage pop songs, and Lynch even put speakers on set to play music conveying the correct mood.
THURSDAY 21st OCTOBER 

21:00     Antitrust | 2001

              d: Peter Howitt
              s: Ryan Phillippe, Tim Robbins
Computer wizard Milo (Ryan Phillippe) is offered a job to finish an invention for ambitious tycoon Gary Winston (Tim Robbins) who is eager to capitalise on a program that has the ability to break into television broadcasts all over the world. When he joins the Portland-based corporation, Milo grows suspicious when Gary starts acting strangely. And when his best friend is killed, Milo knows he has to do something.
Seen by many as a thinly-disguised allusion to Microsoft, Anti-Trust is a fast-paced and intelligent thriller that will appeal to everyone, not just computer buffs. Boasting excellent cinematography, production design, editing and acting, the film was shot on location in Vancouver and directed by Brit Peter Howitt, a keen Manchester United fan who named three characters Schmeichel, Sheringham and Solskjaer after players in the 1999 squad.
THURSDAY 28th OCTOBER 
21:00     Hidden Agenda | 1990

             d: Ken Loach

             s: Frances McDormand, Brian Cox, Mai Zetterling

When an American civil rights activist in Northern Ireland is murdered, a dark conspiracy gradually emerges involving a CIA plot to influence the 1987 UK General Election and keep Margaret Thatcher in power. Against the backdrop of bitter sectarian hatred, the dead man's girlfriend joins a tough, no-nonsense detective to unravel the plot which they soon discover to be contained in an audio tape which the man had with him.

Although fictional, the film was inspired by the investigation into the Royal Ulster Constabulary's alleged "shoot to kill policy" that made headlines towards the end of Margaret Thatcher’s term as PM. Cox's character is loosely based around John Stalker, Manchester’s Deputy Chief Constable who was chosen to lead the investigation. Frances McDormand would later find fame in the Coen Brothers’ dark comedy Fargo.

SHERLOCK HOLMES WEEK:  
MON 4TH – FRI 8TH OCTOBER AT 15:00
MONDAY 4TH OCTOBER 
15:00     Sherlock Holmes and the Hound of the Baskervilles | 1939

              d:Sidney Lanfield

              s: Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Richard Greene, Wendy Barrie
Also showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

On mist-shrouded Dartmoor, a huge dog has plagued the Baskerville family for years. Sir Charles Baskerville has just died in mysterious circumstances and now his nephew, Henry, has arrived from Canada to succeed to the title. Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson are called in by a family friend who is convinced Henry will not survive for long at Baskerville Hall. Holmes discovers the solution to the mystery lies in the Baskerville family history.

Conan Doyle’s best-known Sherlock Holmes adventure was also the first of 14 films starring South African-born Basil Rathbone as the pipe-smoking sleuth and Nigel Bruce as his faithful companion Doctor Watson. Devotees of the book relish this movie because of its reference to Holmes' drug-taking, rarely if ever touched upon by filmmakers. He is seen stalking out of a room calling to the good doctor "The needle, Watson, the needle".

TUESDAY 5TH OCTOBER
15:00     Sherlock Holmes and the Pearl of Death | 1944

              d: Roy William Neill

              s: Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Evelyn Ankers, Miles Mander
Also showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

Holmes and Watson investigate the theft of the fabulous Borgia pearl, stolen while it is on display in a museum. Within days, homes around London are being broken into by a particularly brutal intruder who breaks the occupants’ backs. Mysteriously, large quantities of china gets shattered at each house. Holmes makes a startling deduction – the china is actually pieces of porcelain, all of a bust of Napoleon. 

This was the ninth of the 14 films starring Basil Rathbone as Sherlock Holmes and Nigel Bruce as Doctor Watson. By now a firmly established favourite with US cinemagoers, the Holmes whodunits were a great tonic to GIs and their families at the height of World War Two. Shooting of this particular film took just three weeks - from April 11-May 1, 1944. It’s based on Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s 1903 short story The Adventure of the Six Napoleons.
WEDNESDAY 6TH OCTOBER
15:00     Sherlock Holmes and the Scarlet Claw | 1944

              d: Roy William Neill

              s: Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Gerald Hamer, Kay Harding

Also showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

Holmes and Watson are in Quebec for a meeting when they are alerted to a gruesome murder in an isolated village. The inhabitants are terrified because of a local legend about a phantom that killed three villagers some years earlier. After Lady Penrose is found dead with her throat slashed, Holmes receives a letter she had written before she died, begging for his help and protection. Holmes grows convinced the killer is human, not supernatural.
In the eighth of the 14 films starring Rathbone and Bruce as Holmes and Watson, The Scarlet Claw was favourably compared by reviewers to The Hound of the Baskervilles  although it was not actually written by Conan Doyle: the plot was dreamed up by scriptwriters from start to finish. Filmed in the closing stages of WW2, Holmes and Watson make a patriotic comment about Canada as a link between the US and Great Britain.      

THURSDAY 7TH OCTOBER
15:00     Sherlock Holmes and the Secret Weapon | 1944
              d: Roy William Neill

              s: Basil Rathbone, Nigel Buce 
Also showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

As fighting rages between the Allies and Hitler’s Nazi forces, Sherlock Holmes whisks brilliant inventor Dr Franz Tobel out of Switzerland and into England before the Gestapo can get to him. Tobel has come up with a revolutionary bomb site which he is willing to make available to the Allies. When he vanishes suddenly, Holmes’ only clue is a coded message he left behind. Then Holmes realises who is behind it all – the dastardly Moriarty.

In a morale-raising adventure pitting the Baker Street sleuth against his old nemesis Moriarty and the Nazis, Rathbone and Bruce embark on the fourth of the 14 films in which they star as Holmes and Watson. The film owes much to Conan Doyle’s stories The Dancing Men and The Empty House. Very much a propaganda vehicle at a time when Hollywood was expected to do its bit for the war effort, it is nonetheless as gripping as any of Doyle’s original works.

FRIDAY 8TH OCTOBER
15:00     Sherlock Holmes and The Spider Woman | 1944

              d: Royal William Neill
              s: Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Gale Sondergaard

Also showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

Holmes assumes the identity of Rajni Singh, a retired Indian military man with a paralysed arm, in a bid to solve a number of baffling suicides of prominent gamblers dubbed "The Pajama Murders". When he appears to try to take his own life after a disastrous outing at the casino, he’s thwarted by the mysterious Andrea Spedding (Gale Sondergaard). Shortly afterwards, there’s an attempt on his life with a rare but deadly spider…
The seventh of the 14 Sherlock Holmes films starring Rathbone and Watson is distinguished by the appearance of Gale Sondergaard, who’d collected an Oscar® seven years earlier as best supporting actress in Anthony Adverse. The story contains bits and pieces from five of Conan Doyle’s books -  The Final Problem, The Empty House, The Speckled Band, The Sign of Four, and The Devil's Foot. 

TCM RECOMMENDS...
SATURDAY 2nd OCTOBER
15:00     Kes | 1969 - PREMIERE
              d: Ken Loach

              s: David Bradley, Freddie Fletcher, Lynn Perrie, Colin Welland
Also showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

Yorkshire schoolboy Billy Casper (David Bradley) is bullied both at school and at home and seems destined to become a coal miner.  Apart from cadging money and day-dreaming, Billy has no positive interests. Then everything changes when he takes a kestrel from its nest on a farm and starts training it. As the relationship between Billy and "Kes", develops so do Billy's outlook and horizons. But back at home, trouble brews…

Barnsley-born David Bradley, just 14 when he won the part of Billy, received BAFTA's Award for Best Newcomer for his role. One critic was moved to describe his performance "one of the great adolescent portraits in cinema, joining the likes of Jean-Pierre Leaud in The 400 Blows..” David left school at the age of 17 and trained as an actor with the Royal National Theatre. In time, he worked with Anthony Hopkins, Joan Plowright and Derek Jacobi.
WEDNESDAY 20th OCTOBER

21:00     Kuffs | 1992 - PREMIERE
              d: Bruce A Evans

              s: Christian Slater, Milla Jovovich, Ric Roman Waugh
High school dropout and all-round loser George Kuffs (Slater) gets a wake-up call when he discovers his girl Maya (Jovovich) is pregnant. Then as he ponders his new responsibilities his civilian cop brother Brad (Bruce Boxleitner) is killed by local bad guy Kane (Leon Rippy). It emerges that Brad has left George the patrol district he owns and operates. George matures quickly, determined to avenge his brother and make Maya proud of him.

Stylish, funny and original, this stand-out action comedy was written specifically for Christian Slater and he delivers a memorable performance in the title role, talking directly to the audience at odd moments. The “patrol specialist” is an institution unique to San Francisco and dates from the 19th century when there were not enough police officers and the city council decided to allocate specific areas to handpicked civilians to enforce law and order.
MONDAY 11th OCTOBER
15:00     The Great Train Robbery | 1979 - PREMIERE
              d: Michael Crichton

              s: Sean Connery, Donald Sutherland, Lesley-Anne Down

Also showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

Inspired by a real-life event - the Great Gold Robbery of 1855 - this all-action movie sees veteran cracksman Pierce (Sean Connery) engineering the theft of £12,000 in gold coin and ingots being shipped to the British Army during the Crimean War. Aided by skilled screws man Agar (Donald Sutherland), Pierce spends a year making elaborate plans to pull off one of the most audacious heists of the Victorian era.

Insisting he did his own stunts, Sean Connery spent several days running on top of a moving train. It was supposed to be travelling at 35mph but the actor insisted it was going faster and a helicopter pilot duly confirmed his suspicion - the train was speeding along at 55mph. When she saw the movie, Connery’s wife Micheline was furious with him for doing his own dangerous stunt work on top of the train. 
WEDNESDAY 13TH OCTOBER
23:00     Thunderbolt and Lightfoot | 1974 - PREMIERE
              d: Michael Cimino
              s: Clint Eastwood, Jeff Bridges, Catherine Bach, George Kennedy

Thunderbolt (Clint Eastwood) poses as a minister but is actually a skilled and resourceful bank robber. When he teams up with feckless drifter Lightfoot (Jeff Bridges) Thunderbolt reveals he was one of a gang that looted an armoured car company and he’s the only member of the original group who knows where the cash is hidden. But there’s a problem – Thunderbolt’s ex-partners in crime are hard on his trail and determined to get their money.

Featuring breath-taking photography of Montana by Frank Stanley, this is not just a superb action drama but one that excels in its observation of male camaraderie. Some critics have compared it to Thelma and Louise, another movie distinguished by the relationship with the landscape and the emphasis on two characters. This was Michael Cimino’s directorial debut – Eastwood had liked the rewrite he did on Magnum Force in which he starred the year before. 
TCM (Turner Classic Movies) is a 24-hour film channel that launched in the US in 1994 and in the UK, Europe, the Middle East and Africa in 1999 as part of the Time Warner group. TCM gives viewers the opportunity to escape to a world of film and enjoy a vast range of unforgettable movies from all genres. Broadening the cinematic experience, viewers can enhance their enjoyment of the world’s most popular art form with exclusive documentaries, interviews with Hollywood insiders and a front row seat at global film events. 
It is available via cable, satellite and digital terrestrial throughout Europe, Africa and the Middle East in eight regional versions in thirteen languages: English, Danish, Dutch, French, Greek, Hebrew, Polish, Spanish, German, Hungarian, Romanian, Norwegian and Swedish. In the UK TCM can be found on SKY 317; Virgin TV 415; Top Up TV Anytime. TCM 2 can be found on SKY 318. 

For information on TCM see www.tcmuk.tv 
For press releases/schedules/images see www.europe.turnerInfo.com 
For more information please contact: Tabitha Wharton Tel: +44 (0) 20 7693 0561  
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