[image: image1.jpg]




[image: image2.jpg]



AUGUST  2010 – UK HIGHLIGHTS

TCM’s entire output from 13:00 daily is on TCM 2 from 20:00 onwards. The following document includes highlights for both TCM and TCM 2.

SEAN PENN SEASON
As the one-time Hollywood wild child reaches his 50th birthday TCM raises a glass to the gifted actor, director and former Mr Madonna. In a three-day showcase viewers can enjoy superb performances from Penn in Colors – a TCM Premiere – Dead Man Walking and At Close Range.
Showing at 21:00 from 6th – 8th August

BURT LANCASTER WEEK
Once dismissed as “Mr Muscles and Teeth” Burt Lancaster went on to become the ultimate action hero as well as an actor of great depth and versatility. In a week-long homage TCM screens five of his best movies – Apache, Run Silent Run Deep, The Unforgiven, Lawman and Elmer Gantry.
Showing at 15:00 from 23rd – 27th August

TCM RECOMMENDS...   

This month’s must-sees are all TCM premieres: Colors with cops Sean Penn and Robert Duvall taking on LA’s brutal gangs; The Basketball Diaries starring Leonardo DiCaprio in his first leading role; Bad Influence with Rob Lowe and James Spader; Nell starring Jodie Foster and gripping sci-fi thriller Species ll.
Showing at 21:00 on various dates through August        

ROBERT MITCHUM WEEK
Some critics said he was so laid back he was almost horizontal, but ‘Mitch’ was one classy actor. TCM salutes him by screening five films that define the ultimate Hollywood tough guy: Not As a Stranger, Bandido, The Way West, Young Billy Young and Thunder Road.
Showing at 15:00 from 9th – 13th August                                                                                            

 
TCM CONTACTS






                     
        

TCM SHOWCASES SEAN PENN AT 50 WITH A SPECIAL SEASON OF SOME OF HIS FINEST FILMS

Once he was a hot-tempered hellraiser and fellow-traveller with the Brat Pack. But today Hollywood looks to Sean Penn as one of its most distinguished actors and directors - a double-Oscar® winner capable of extraordinary sensitivity and dynamism.
In a three-day tribute, Sean Penn Season reveals the star quality of a man born to show business parents on 17th August, 1960, and who’s now regarded by many as Robert De Niro’s natural successor. TCM’s unmissable homage opens on Friday 6th August with the channel premiere of Colors in which Penn and Robert Duvall star as LA cops up against two murderous gangs. On Saturday 7th August Penn gives an Oscar®-nominated performance in prison drama Dead Man Walking, and on Sunday 8th August he stars with his brother Chris and Christopher Walken in the thriller At Close Range. The movies, all at 21:00, show why Penn’s ex-wife Madonna once described him as “the coolest guy in the universe”. 
Meanwhile in Burt Lancaster Week from Monday 23rd to Friday 27th August at 15:00, viewers can admire the one-time circus acrobat who became a box office sensation. On 23rd August he plays a renegade warrior in Apache, then on 24th August he’s an embittered sailor in Run Silent, Run Deep. On 25th August he stars with Audrey Hepburn in John Huston’s western The Unforgiven, while on 26th August he’s a vengeful sheriff in Lawman. The season ends with Lancaster’s Oscar®-winning tour de force opposite Jean Simmons in Elmer Gantry. 
This month’s films TCM Recommends are all receiving their channel premiere, each showing at 21:00. Colors with Sean Penn screens on 6th August, and on 13th August Leonardo DiCaprio’s first leading role sees him battling heroin addiction in true life drama The Basketball Diaries; On 14th August Bad Influence stars Rob Lowe as a ruthless psychopath, and on 20th August Jodie Foster is a girl grappling modern life in Nell. This month’s final must-see is the heart stopping sci-fi chiller Species ll on 27th August.
Elsewhere, TCM pays tribute to a legendary tough-guy with a nonchalant air that masked enormous artistic talent. Robert Mitchum Week sees a different film screening daily at 15:00 from Monday 9th to Friday 13th August beginning with medical drama Not As A Stranger in which he stars alongside Frank Sinatra. On 10th August Mitchum plays a gun-runner in Bandido, and on 11th August he returns in The Way West alongside Kirk Douglas and Richard Widmark. On 12th August he’s back in the saddle for Young Billy Young and on 13th August ‘Mitch’ runs illicit moonshine booze in cult classic Thunder Road.
SEAN PENN SEASON:  FRI 6TH - SUN 8TH AUGUST AT 21:00
FRIDAY 6TH AUGUST


21:00     Colors | 1988

              d: Dennis Hopper
              s: Sean Pen, Robert Duvall, Maria Conchita Alonso
Colors can mean the difference between life and death in gang warfare-ravaged LA: the Cripps dress in blue, the Bloods wear red and they are bitter enemies. In response, the LAPD has created an elite unit of officers including veteran Ben Hodges (Robert Duvall) and his new rookie assistant, Daniel McGavin (Sean Penn), who has a violent attitude. Sparks fly when the mismatched pair find themselves at odds.
Real gang members were recruited as guardians and two of them were shot during filming. The original script by Richard Di Lello was set in Chicago and focused more on drug dealing than gang members, but Dennis Hopper switched locations and tweaked the storyline. Meanwhile, true to his fiery reputation, Sean Penn was jailed for a month after hitting an extra taking snapshots of him without his permission. 
SATURDAY 7TH AUGUST
21:00     Dead Man Walking | 1995

              d: Tim Robbins

              s: Susan Sarandon, Sean Penn, Robert Prosky
Sister Helen Prejean (Susan Sarandon), a nun, befriends Matthew Poncelet (Sean Penn) on Death Row as he awaits execution by lethal injection for killing a teenage couple. Poncelet protests his innocence, insisting it was his accomplice who carried out the murders.  While Sister Prejean desperately tries to gain a stay of execution from the governor, scenes are intercut from the brutal crime, gradually revealing the truth about the events that transpired.

Dead Man Walking was inspired by real-life events and the single-minded determination of Helen Prejean to persuade the United States to abolish the death penalty. Her campaign began in New Orleans in 1982 after her correspondence with two convicted murderers gave her an insight into the process involved in executions. She went on to found an organisation devoted to providing counselling to the families of victims of violence.
SUNDAY 8TH AUGUST
21:00    At Close Range | 1986

             d: James Foley

             s: Sean Penn, Chris Penn, Christopher Walken, Mary Stuart Masterson
Teenagers Brad Whitewood Jr (Sean Penn) and his half-brother Tommy (Penn’s real-life brother Chris) are reunited with their estranged father Brad Sr (Christopher Walken) and decide to join his crime network. The boys’ friends Tim (Keifer Sutherland) and Lucas (Crispin Glover) also come along. But it soon becomes clear how ruthless and despicable Brad Senior really is - and how family ties mean nothing to him when his own survival is at stake.

This tender yet painful drama is based upon the true story of Bruce Johnston Sr, his son and his brothers who made up one of suburban Philadelphia's most notorious crime families during the 1970s. The role of Brad Whitewood Sr was originally offered to Robert De Niro who turned it down because he felt the character was too dark. In his place, Walken delivers a chilling portrayal of one of the most cold-blooded characters in American criminal history.

BURT LANCASTER WEEK:  MON 23RD- FRI 27TH AUGUST AT 15:00

MONDAY 23RD AUGUST

15:00     Apache | 1954

              d: Robert Aldrich

              s: Burt Lancaster, Jean Peters, Charles Bronson
Also showing on TCM2 at 22:00
When Geronimo and his braves surrender to the US Calvary in New Mexico, the government decides they are so dangerous they must be transported hundreds of miles away to Florida. But a defiant Apache warrior, Massai (Burt Lancaster), escapes from the train and launches a one-man war against the whites. He kidnaps Nalinle (Jean Peters) and, pursued by Indian scouts John McIntire and Charles Bronson, takes her to the hills.
In Robert Aldrich’s debut Western, plenty of artistic license is taken with the true story of a renegade Apache warrior called Massai who really did escape from a Florida-bound prison train and make his way back to his homeland. United Artists pressured Aldrich into delivering a more optimistic ending in the final days of shooting. He later complained bitterly: “If you shoot two endings, they will always use the other one, never yours".
TUESDAY 24TH AUGUST
15:00     Run Silent, Run Deep | 1958

              d: Robert Wise

              s: Clark Gable, Burt Lancaster, Jack Warden
Also showing on TCM2 at 22:00
After his submarine is sunk by the enemy destroyer Akikase, Commander 'Rich' Richardson (Clark Gable) is given a desk job while the Akikase proceeds to sink three other American submarines in the same area. Thirsting for revenge, Richardson convinces his Navy bosses they should give him another sub. But the crew he inherits is antagonistic, as is his new executive officer, Lt Jim Bledsoe (Burt Lancaster), who had hoped for the command himself.
Akikase, the destroyer Richardson is obsessed with finding, actually served with the Japanese Navy in WWII and came to a tragic end. On November 3, 1944 she was escorting a carrier and light cruiser toward Brunei when an American submarine attacked the formation. The Akikaze deliberately intercepted the torpedoes intended for the carrier, causing her to blow up and sink with her entire crew of 148 officers and men.
WEDNESDAY 25TH AUGUST

15:00     The Unforgiven│1960 

             d: John Huston

             s: Burt Lancaster, Audrey Hepburn, Audie Murphy

Also showing on TCM2 at 22:00
Beautiful Rachel Zachary (Audrey Hepburn) lives with her family on a frontier farmstead where they constantly fear the local Kiowa Indians. Tensions rise with the explosive disclosure by an elderly white settler that Rachel is actually an Indian herself, having been stolen from the Kiowa tribe as a baby. The Kiowas demand Rachel back with her own kind but her "brother" Ben (Burt Lancaster) and her "mother" Matilda (Lillian Gish) refuse to allow it. 
This was a memorable film for Audrey Hepburn, but for the wrong reasons. The elfin actress, several months pregnant, was seriously injured when she was thrown by a horse between scenes. She had to spend six weeks in hospital before returning to complete her role wearing a back brace. Hepburn suffered a miscarriage a few months later which some blamed on her injury. 
THURSDAY 26TH AUGUST
15:00     Lawman | 1971 
              d: Michael Winner

              s: Burt Lancaster, Lee J Cobb, Robert Ryan, Robert Duvall
Also showing on TCM2 at 22:00
Letting their hair down in sleepy Bannock, a bunch of drunken, trail-weary cattlemen accidentally kill an old man with a stray shot and return to their home town of Sabbath unaware of what they have done. When Bannock lawman Jered Maddox (Burt Lancaster) arrives to arrest everyone involved for murder, he comes up against land baron Vince Bronson (Lee J Cobb), a benevolent despot. 
In Michael Winner’s first American film, Burt Lancaster excels as the steely, inflexible Maddox, while Robert Ryan also stands out as Sheriff Ryan, a once-brave lawman whose character has been corrupted by years of compromise. Look out for Sheree North as Maddox's love interest and Richard Jordan as a young gunfighter out to make a name for himself. 
FRIDAY 27TH AUGUST
15:00     Elmer Gantry | 1960

              d: Richard Brooks

              s:  Burt Lancaster, Jean Simmons, Shirley Jones, Arthur Kennedy
Also showing on TCM2 at 22:00
Lecherous small time hustler Elmer Gantry (Burt Lancaster) believes he has hit upon a nifty scam when he joins up with a travelling revival show - and there’s a bonus in the shape of Sister Sharon Falconer, the beautiful preacher whose sermons move the masses.  Then Elmer’s past catches up with him with the arrival of Lulu Bains (Shirley Jones), who was disowned by her father and descended into prostitution after Elmer took advantage of her. 

Powerful, controversial and still mesmerising half a century on, Elmer Gantry swept the board at the 1961 Academy Awards® with Oscars® for Burt Lancaster (best actor), Shirley Jones (best supporting actress) and Richard Brooks (screenplay). The film is based on a bestselling novel published in 1925 which made uncomfortable reading for many in the Bible belt, which may explain why it took 35 years for the story to make it to the screen.
TCM RECOMMENDS...

FRIDAY 6TH AUGUST
21:00    Colors | 1988 – TCM PREMIERE.  For synopsis see page 3.

FRIDAY 13TH AUGUST 
21:00      The Basketball Diaries | 1995 - TCM PREMIERE
               d: Scott Kalvert
               s: Leonardo DiCaprio, Lorraine Bracco, Mark Wahlberg

High school basketball star Jim Carroll gives everything to the sport he loves. But he’s beset by worries - his best friend is dying of leukaemia and the team coach takes liberties with the boys on the team. Then, to the despair of his mother (Lorraine Bracco), Jim discovers heroin and descends into a nightmare world in which he steals, robs and prostitutes himself. Jim knows he must beat his addiction and sets out on a long journey back to sanity.

Twenty-year-old DiCaprio delivers a powerful performance in his first leading role. His torment is all too believable as Jim Carroll, a writer-singer-performer born in New York City in the 1950s whose bestselling book inspired the movie.  In the supporting roles, look out for Mark Wahlberg as a disturbed tough guy, Lorraine Bracco as Jim's mother and, in an arresting cameo, Jim Carroll himself. The movie makes a devastating case against drug addiction.
SATURDAY 14TH AUGUST
21:00     Bad Influence | 1990 - TCM PREMIERE
              d: Curtis Hanson
              s: Rob Lowe, James Spader, Lisa Zane

Shy yuppy Michael (James Spader) is pushed around by everyone but undergoes a transformation when he meets Alex (Rob Lowe) who teaches him to be assertive and take risks. Things get out of hand however when they go on a drug-fuelled robbery spree and assault Michael's work rival. When Michael wants out, an angry Alex responds by stealing all Michael's possessions and framing him by killing a woman in his apartment.

Hailed by some as a contemporary noir classic, Bad Influence brings a tour de force from Rob Lowe as the evil psychopath Alex. Lowe admitting later that he had researched his part by watching hours of footage of serial killer Ted Bundy. Owing much to Hitchcock's Strangers on a Train (1951), the movie also features a brilliant musical score ranging from the LA underground club scene (Skinny Puppy, The Nymphs) to Etta James.
FRIDAY 20TH AUGUST
21:00     Nell | 1994 - TCM PREMIERE
              d: Michael Apted
              s: Jodie Foster, Liam Neeson, Natasha Richardson

In the remote backwoods of North Carolina, Nell (Jodie Foster) grows up with her mother, never meeting anyone else and knowing nothing of modern-day living. She only speaks a mangled form of English. When her mother dies, kindly doctor Jerry Lovell (Liam Neeson) wants to help Nell adjust in her own protected surroundings, but academic Alexander Paley (Richard Libertini) sees her as a first-class subject for research which will bring him kudos.
This engaging movie with a wonderful central performance by Jodie Foster takes its inspiration from a bizarre episode in the late 1970s when twin sisters Virginia and Grace Kennedy were found to have developed a private language incomprehensible to outsiders. Even after they had learnt English, they continued to communicate with each other in their secret language – a rare phenomenon known as 'idioglossia'.
FRIDAY 27TH AUGUST
21:00     Species ll | 1988 - TCM PREMIERE
             d: Peter Medak
             s: Michael Madsen, Natasha Henstridge, Marg Helgenberger

Returning from a mission to Mars, three NASA astronauts unwittingly bring back life with them. The soil samples they collected from the planet contained alien DNA and all of the astronauts become infected.  The result is horrifying and deadly: back on Earth, one of the astronauts, Patrick Ross (Justin Lazard) unleashes his sex drive and produces offspring at an alarming rate, and these turn out to be grotesque creatures from the very depths of hell.

This sequel to the 1995 box office success once again belongs to gorgeous Natasha Henstridge, returning as Eve. But the special effects finish a close second with one in particular that will linger in the memory. Only the churlish would dwell upon a small factual error - the crew holding radio conversations with Houston in orbit around Mars when, in reality, the huge distances between the planets would have made this impossible.  
ROBERT MITCHUM WEEK: MON 9th - FRI 13TH AUG AT 15:00

MONDAY 9TH AUGUST
15:00     Not as a Stranger | 1955
              d: Stanley Kramer

              s: Olivia De Havilland, Frank Sinatra, Robert Mitchum, Gloria Grahame

Also showing on TCM2 at 22:00 
Following a group of medical students through school, hospital internships, and eventually their careers as doctors, the film spotlights Dr Lucas Marsh (Robert Mitchum) who loses his idealism after marrying an older woman, Kristina Hedvigson (Olivia de Havilland) in order to make it through medical school. He is indifferent toward his wife, dedicated only to his work. Then he is forced to face his morality after his misjudgement leads to the death of a friend.

Based on the book by Morton Thompson which topped the US bestseller list in 1954, Not As A Stranger marked Stanley Kramer’s directorial debut and earned an Oscar® nomination for best sound recording. This is one of the first films where an actual human heart is seen beating during open-heart surgery. Film buffs will savour Frank Sinatra’s improbable but ultimately winning performance as a paediatrician.
TUESDAY 10th AUGUST
15:00     Bandido | 1956

              d: Richard Fleischer
              s: Robert Mitchum, Ursula Thiess, Gilbert Roland

Also showing on TCM2 at 22:00
During the Mexican Revolution American gunrunner Wilson (Robert Mitchum) takes the rebels’ side during a battle with federal troops. Revolutionary Colonel Escobar (Gilbert Roland) nicknames him "El Alacran" (the scorpion). Wilson informs Escobar of a plot by another gun runner, Kennedy (Zachary Scott) to sell explosives to Federal forces - but Escobar suspects Wilson is treacherous and he flees into Mexico's mountainous interior.
This all-action thriller film was shot on many of the actual battle sites of the 1916 Mexican revolution. Many of the older Mexicans hired as extras in the film were former soldiers of Pancho Villa and others were ex-government troops who fought them. Off set, there was a minor storm involving a young woman who made claims against Mitchum – but she had confused him with his stand-in.

WEDNESDAY 11TH AUGUST
15:00      The Way West | 1967

               d: Andrew V. McLaglen
               s: Kirk Douglas, Robert Mitchum, Richard Widmark
Also showing on TCM2 at 22:00
With the help of hired guide Dick Summers (Robert Mitchum), autocratic ex-senator William Tudlock (Kirk Douglas) leads a disparate group of young families, hucksters and fortune seekers on a wagon train making an epic journey along the Oregon Trail from Missouri. After several accidents which cost lives, a mutiny develops and his position is overtaken by Lije Evans (Richard Widmark). Soon, different factions develop amongst the train.
With an impressive all-star lineup, this sprawling two-hour blockbuster features spellbinding cinematography capturing all the beauty and magnificence of the American West. Action-packed and with a gripping, multi-stranded storyline, the parts are well-written and McLaglen’s direction never falters. The supporting cast is classy too, with Jack Elam, Stubby Kaye, Harry Carey Jr and Sally Field lending their talents to a memorable western.
THURSDAY 12th AUGUST
15:00     Young Billy Young | 1969

              d: Burt Kennedy
              s: Robert Mitchum, Angie Dickinson, Robert Walker Jr

Also showing on TCM2 at 22:00
Billy Young (Robert Walker Jr) is on the run after killing a ruthless Mexican general. When he runs into ageing sheriff Ben Kane (Robert Mitchum), the older man takes a shine to him and invites him to become his deputy. Billy is reluctant at first, but with his villainous ex-sidekick Fred Boone (David Carradine) on his way to town, he realises that Kane’s help will be more than welcome.
Robert Mitchum earns his pay for this enjoyable, under-rated western – he even sings the title song at the beginning. Loosely adapted from Will Henry’s novel Who Rides With Wyatt, the film has a heavy dose of showbiz nepotism: David Carradine is John's son, Dean Martin's daughter Deana plays Evie, Walker is the son of Robert Walker and Jennifer Jones and Mitchum's son Chris plays Kane’s son.
FRIDAY 13TH AUGUST
15:00     Thunder Road | 1958

              d: Arthur Ripley
              s: Robert Mitchum, Gene Barry, Jacques Aubuchon 

Also showing on TCM2 at 22:00
Korean War veteran Lucas Doolin (Robert Mitchum) works in the family moonshine business delivering the illegal booze his father distills. Lucas is constantly on his guard against the government agents ("revenuers") led by tenacious sleuth Troy Barrett (Gene Barry). Meanwhile gangster Carl Kogan (Jacques Aubuchon) is trying to gain control of all the independent local moonshiners and will kill anyone who stands in his way.
A cult classic among many families in America’s Deep South, Thunder Road has its roots in the illicit moonshine trade that flourished from the Depression through to the 1950s. Packed with hot cars and action sequences, the film was produced by Mitchum who also co-wrote the screenplay and is rumoured to have directed much of the film. He also co-wrote (with Don Raye) the theme song, The Ballad of Thunder Road.1500m Noir
TCM (Turner Classic Movies) is a 24-hour film channel that launched in the US in 1994 and in the UK, Europe, the Middle East and Africa in 1999 as part of the Time Warner group. TCM gives viewers the opportunity to escape to a world of film and enjoy a vast range of unforgettable movies from all genres. Broadening the cinematic experience, viewers can enhance their enjoyment of the world’s most popular art form with exclusive documentaries, interviews with Hollywood insiders and a front row seat at global film events. 
It is available via cable, satellite and digital terrestrial throughout Europe, Africa and the Middle East in eight regional versions in thirteen languages: English, Danish, Dutch, French, Greek, Hebrew, Polish, Spanish, German, Hungarian, Romanian, Norwegian and Swedish. In the UK TCM can be found on SKY 317; Virgin TV 419; Top Up TV Anytime. TCM 2 can be found on SKY 318. 
For information on TCM see www.tcmtv.co.uk
For press releases/schedules/images see www.europe.turnerInfo.com
For more information please contact: Tabitha Wharton Tel: +44 (0) 20 7693 0561          
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