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APRIL  2010 – UK HIGHLIGHTS

TCM’s entire output from 13:00 daily is on TCM 2 from 20:00 onwards.

The following document includes highlights for both TCM and TCM 2

LEADING LADIES WEEK    
  





    
        Page 3                                                                   
TCM turns the spotlight on five female mega-stars who became legends in their own time. Marilyn Monroe, Jane Russell, Shirley MacLaine, Audrey Hepburn and Bette Davis were so popular at the peak of their fame that studio bosses built films around them. A film featuring each one screens daily revealing the qualities that made them the darlings of cinemagoers. 
Showing from 5th – 9th April at 15:00

TCM RECOMMENDS
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A sparkling line-up includes Patrick Swayze as a tough nightclub ‘cooler’ who falls foul of  crime grandee Ben Gazzara in Road House (1989); special forces officer Martin Sheen tracks down Marlon Brando in Francis Ford Coppola’s epic Vietnam War parable Apocalypse Now (1977); and Woody Allen waxes nostalgic in the double-Oscar® nominated Radio Days (1987).                                                                                                       
Showing on various dates through April

BEST OF BRITISH WEEK                                                  
Page 5                                 
Never mind Hollywood, what about Pinewood? TCM’s five-movie showcase proves British cinema can compete with anything from the United States. Among them are the enchanting comedy The Mouse on the Moon (1963) with Ron Moody and Terry-Thomas, John Osborne’s drama Look Back in Anger (1959) starring Richard Burton and Tony Richardson’s uncompromising masterpiece The Charge of the Light Brigade (1969).
Showing from 19th – 23rd April at 15:00

THE SCREENING ROOM                                                                                                 Page 9
Kathryn Bigelow became the first woman to win the top award in the 62-year 
history of the Directors Guild of America for her film “The Hurt Locker”. She 
subsequently became only the 4th woman to receive a nomination for an Academy
Award for Best Director. Myleene Klass investigates the inequality of women 
Directors with interviews all over the globe with stars including Katherine Bigelow, 
Jodie Foster, Mira Nair and Julie Delpy.

Showing on Friday 16th April at 2:30
TCM CONTACTS
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TCM’S MOVIE SHOWCASE HONOURS THE HOLLYWOOD DIVAS THE PUBLIC ADORED 
They were the actresses who proved their worth in a male-dominated industry long before the arrival of women’s lib. They became superstars who chose their roles and dictated their terms to the studio bosses. Now TCM spotlights some of Tinseltown’s most iconic female stars in Leading Ladies from Monday 5th April to Friday 9th April, featuring a new film at 15:00 each day.
The week gets under way on 5th April with a salute to Marilyn Monroe in John Huston’s Western drama The Misfits (1962), which proved she could be a great actress but tragically turned out to be her last film – she died from a drugs overdose at 36 not long after its release; on Tuesday 6th April Jane Russell plays a Parisian showgirl in the sumptuous musical Gentlemen Marry Brunettes (1955), while on Wednesday 7th April Shirley MacLaine delivers an Oscar®-nominated performance in Billy Wilder’s tender comedy The Apartment (1960); on Thursday 8th April Audrey Hepburn lights up the screen in William Wyler’s controversial treatment of lesbianism, The Children’s Hour (1962), and on Friday 9th April Bunny O’Hare (1971) features a 62-year-old Bette Davis in hippy gear as a vengeful bank robber.

This month’s films that TCM Recommends… include Road House (1989), starring Patrick Swayze as a nightclub bouncer who comes up against crime boss Ben Gazzara when he falls for a beautiful doctor (Kelly Lynch) in small-town Missouri (Saturday 24th April); and Francis Ford Coppola’s epic Vietnam war drama Apocalypse Now (1979) with Martin Sheen as a Special Forces officer sent to “terminate with extreme prejudice” Marlon Brando’s renegade army colonel (Saturday 10th April).

Meanwhile in The Best of British Week from Monday 19th April – Friday 23rd April at 15:00, TCM screens some of the best-loved movies produced in the UK, beginning with The Mouse on the Moon (1963) starring Ron Moody and a gallery of British comedy favourites (19th April). The following day, Richard Burton excels in Tony Richardson’s adaptation of John Osborne’s seminal ‘angry young man’ drama Look Back in Anger (1959); on 21st April Peter Finch gives an unforgettable portrayal of the title character in The Trials of Oscar Wilde (1960), while on 22nd April Robert Stephens dons the deerstalker in Billy Wilder’s critically-acclaimed The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes (1970). The season ends on Friday 23rd April with Tony Richardson’s warts-and-all depiction of The Charge of the Light Brigade (1969) with David Hemmings, Trevor Howard and Vanessa Redgrave.
Finally, it’s all about the ladies on TCM this month as The Screening Room investigates the plight of the female director in response to the news that Katherine Bigelow becomes the 4th woman ever to receive an Academy Award nomination for Best Director. Myleene Klass interviews Julie Delpy, Mira Nair, Jodie Foster and many more to see what they think.
LEADING LADIES WEEK
MONDAY 5th APRIL
15:00    The Misfits | 1962 – MARILYN MONROE

             d: John Huston

             s: Clark Gable, Marilyn Monroe, Montgomery Clift, Eli Wallach

Also showing on TCM2 at 21:00
In dusty Nevada, glamorous young divorcée Roslyn Taber (Marilyn Monroe) comes across ageing cowboy Gay Langland (Clark Gable). Despite their age difference, the vivacious blonde thirty something and grey-haired trail hand decide to live together. Former rodeo star Perce Howland (Montgomery Clift) and unemployed mechanic Guido (Eli Wallach) make up the mismatched foursome. To Roslyn’s horror, the men agree to round up wild mustangs for a dog food manufacturer. These are ‘misfit’ horses, but the word applies to their hunters too.

Clark Gable and Marilyn Monroe’s last movie eerily fulfilled a prophetic remark made by the actor as he tired of his female co-star’s notorious unpredictability. On the last day of filming he said: "Christ, I'm glad this picture's finished. She [Monroe] damn near gave me a heart attack." The next day, Gable suffered a coronary thrombosis from which he died ten days later at 59. A year later, Monroe herself was found dead from a drugs overdose at the age of 36. Her ex-husband, Arthur Miller, wrote the script for The Misfits.
TUESDAY 6th APRIL
15:00     Gentlemen Marry Brunettes | (1955) – JANE RUSSELL
              d: Richard Sale

              s: Jane Russell, Jeanne Crain, Rudy Vallee, Alan Young
Also showing on TCM2 at 21:00
Jane Russell plays an American showgirl named Bonnie Jones who performs a double act with her sister Connie (Jeanne Crain). Realising their careers on Broadway are going nowhere, they decide to try their luck in Paris. Here they achieve greater success both on and off-stage, falling in love with two young men. Coincidentally another pair of Jones sisters, Mimi and Mitzi (the mother and aunt of Bonnie and Connie) were also the toast of Paris in the twenties.

Inevitably inviting comparison to Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (1953) in which Russell co-starred with Marilyn Monroe, the films’ common bond is the Anita Loos’ novels on which they are based. Gentlemen Marry Brunettes has some splendid musical numbers including one lavish jungle scene in which cannibals prepare to feast on the two girls and Alan Young sings Aint Misbehavin’ in a monkey suit while perched in a tree. Marketed under the beguiling tagline “See 'em sizzle in the big, buxom, beautiful musical!”  

WEDNESDAY 7th APRIL
15:00     The Apartment | 1960 
- SHIRLEY MACLAINE
  d: Billy Wilder

  s: Jack Lemmon, Shirley Maclaine, Fred MacMurray
Also showing on TCM2 at 21:00
Insurance clerk Bud Baxter (Jack Lemmon) ingratiates himself with senior colleagues by making his Manhattan apartment available to them for romantic dalliances behind their wives’ backs. When his boss, Jeff D. Sheldrake (Fred MacMurray), discovers what he’s up to he promotes Bud in return for the exclusive use of the apartment for his own affair.  But there’s heartache for Bud when Sheldrake's mistress turns out to be Fran Kubelik (Shirley Maclaine), a pretty elevator operator who has caught Bud’s eye.

One of Billy Wilder’s most popular films, earning a resounding five Oscars® including best picture and best director, few cinemagoers know even today that much of it was written as filming progressed. The Apartment amply confirms the star quality of Jack Lemmon and Shirley Maclaine, both delightfully fresh-faced at the start of their careers. This was the last black and white movie to win best picture at the Academy Awards until Schindler's List (1993).

THURSDAY 8th APRIL

15:00     The Children's Hour | 1962 – AUDREY HEPBURN 
             d: William Wyler

             s: Audrey Hepburn, Shirley MacLaine, James Garner

Also showing on TCM2 at 21:00
Hepburn and MacLaine star as co-owners and teachers in a small, exclusive boarding school, the Dobie-Wright School for Girls in a small American town steeped in traditional US values.  One of their problem pupils is Mary Tilford who constantly bullies her classmates. When she is told off for lying, she retaliates with a malicious lie about Dobie and Wright being lesbian lovers. The allegation spreads outside the school, outrages parents and puts a question mark over the very survival of the institution.

William Wyler brilliantly directs this daring and controversial movie, far ahead of its time, which was nominated for five Oscars®. In 1962 America was still a deeply conservative country and Wyler felt obliged to cut several scenes hinting at homosexuality for fear of offending the all-powerful Motion Picture Production Code. Doris Day was considered to play one of two female leads. This deeply moving drama, Audrey Hepburn's last film shot in black and white, derives its name from a poem by Longfellow. 


FRIDAY 9th APRIL
15:00     Bunny O'Hare | 1971 – BETTE DAVIS
             d: Gerd Oswald

             s: Bette Davis, Ernest Borgnine, Jack Cassidy

Also showing on TCM2 at 21:00
Bette Davis plays a feisty senior determined to get her own back on the bank who took her house away from her. The vengeful pensioner hits on the idea of robbing from them and she finds the perfect accomplice in an escaped hold-up man (Borgnine). The amiable fugitive guides her through the minutiae of robbing banks and, along the way, finds himself falling for her.  The banks don’t know what has hit them as the oddball pair dressed as hippies begin their crime spree.

“Enjoy those golden years with the most profitable pension plan any sweet little mother ever devised”  was the tagline for this thoroughly bizarre enterprise which some critics rated one of Bette Davis's best movies from her later years. It was the second film she and Borgnine had starred in after The Catered Affair (1956). As well as being very funny, Bunny O’Hare also has something important to say about the financial dilemmas faced by many elderly people and the cold greed of some of their children.
TCM RECOMMENDS...
SATURDAY 10th APRIL
21:00       Apocalypse Now | 1977 

   d: Francis Ford Coppola

   s: Marlon Brando, Martin Sheen, Robert Duvall, Sam Bottoms 

Special Forces officer Captain Willard (Martin Sheen) sails up river with secret orders to track down and kill Colonel Kurtz (Marlon Brando) who has “gone native”, setting up his own army deep inside the jungle. But Willard is battling demons of his own, surrounded by the brutal insanity of the Vietnam war. As the boat’s crew die violently one by one, Willard comes face to face with Kurtz – but can he fulfil his order to “terminate with extreme prejudice”? 

Hailed by film historians as the definitive Vietnam War movie, Apocalypse Now is loosely based on Joseph Conrad’s classic novel Heart of Darkness. With the Philippines doubling for ’Nam, Coppola shot nearly 200 hours of footage over 16 months when the whole shoot was slated for just six weeks. Investing several million dollars of his own money in the film after it went hugely over budget, Coppola threatened suicide several times during the making of the film – but the result is spectacular.
THURSDAY 15TH APRIL
21:00     Radio Days | 1987

              d: Woody Allen

              s: Paul Herman, Martin Rosenblatt, Mia Farrow, Diane Keaton

Woody Allen revisits his childhood with a series of vignettes sentimentally evoking the golden age of US radio from 1938 to 1944. As World War Two rages on far-off fronts in Europe and the Pacific, a working-class Jewish family in Rockaway Beach, New York, sit around their radio mesmerized by the dramas emerging from the speaker. The characters – including The Masked Avenger, Roger and Irene, and Sally the Cigarette Girl - have as much hold on them as TV soaps on modern-day audiences.

Woody Allen narrates this nostalgic reminiscence of America’s radio heyday, the only movie in which his long-time collaborators Mia Farrow and Diane Keaton have co-starring roles. It's the story of his own large and extended family, as well as their colourful neighbours, their likes, dislikes, relationships and favourite radio programmes. While obsessed with the characters, it soon emerges that they also share great love for one another. A charming movie.
MONDAY 19th APRIL
21:00     Reversal of Fortune | 1990

              d:  Barbet Schroeder

              s:  Glenn Close, Jeremy Irons , Ron Silver 

Former playboy Claus von Bülow (Jeremy Irons) is accused of attempting to murder his wife Martha, nicknamed Sunny (Glenn Close), who has slipped into a deep coma. For his appeal, he hires brilliant law professor Alan Dershowitz (Ron Silver), to try and get him acquitted after being found guilty on two convictions. In flashbacks we discover how Claus and Sunny’s marriage was slowly breaking down. Meanwhile Dershowitz and his team are secretly convinced of von Bülow’s guilt... 

Jeremy Irons fully deserved 1991’s Best Actor Oscar for his riveting portrayal of von Bülow in this whodunit based on a true story. In real life, Sunny's family remained convinced of Claus's guilt and von Bülow's two stepchildren from her previous marriage sued him for $56 million. As a result, he renounced his claim to Sunny's $75 million fortune. Sunny continued to live almost 28 years in a vegetative state until dying at a New York nursing home on 6th December 2008.
FRIDAY 23rd APRIL
21:00     American Heart | 1993
              d:  Martin Bell

              s: Jeff Bridges, Edward Furlong, John Boylan
Released from jail, ex-bank robber Jack Nelson (Jeff Bridges) makes up his mind to go straight and get to know his adolescent son Nick (Edward Furlong), who has dropped out of school.  Mindful that he has to abide by his parole conditions, Jack gets a job as a window-cleaner and also makes money entertaining passers-by in the street by playing the ukulele. All the while Jack dreams of settling in Alaska and working as a fisherman but he has problems with his alcoholism and an ex-accomplice.
Jeff Bridges’ favourite movie from all the ones he has made, this poignant story is based on a true-life relationship between a troubled teenager named Dewayne and his father, jailed for robbery and attempted arson. Both appeared in the documentary Streetwise (1984) about runaway youngsters in Seattle in the 1980s. Sadly, Dewayne committed suicide at the age of 14.  Location filming of American Heart in Seattle was not without incident – at one stage a tarpaulin accident came loose and blew into a power line, blacking out an entire apartment block. 
SATURDAY 24TH APRIL
21:00     Road House | 1989
              d: Rowdy Herrington

              s: Patrick Swayze, Kelly Lynch, Sam Elliott

Dalton (Patrick Swayze) has acquired a reputation as a tough nightclub bouncer or “cooler” for his ability to defuse trouble at nightspots.  Frank Tilghman, owner of the Double Deuce in Jasper, Missouri, hires him to counter the nightly outbreaks of violence at his club. When Dalton is injured on his first night on the job he’s treated by Elizabeth Clay, the local doctor (Kelly Lynch). They fall for each other, angering Brad Wesley (Ben Gazzara), a crime boss with whom ‘Doc’ was once involved.
It’s testosterone to the fore as muscular Patrick Swayze takes on the bad guys in this action-packed thriller, where the acting credits go effortlessly to Ben Gazzara as one of the coolest movie villains ever. Buffs will no doubt pick up on the fact that Otis Redding’s These Arms of Mine that plays during the love scene between Patrick Swayze and Kelly Lynch also featured in Dirty Dancing (1987) during the romantic liaison between Swayze and Jennifer Grey.

SUNDAY 25TH APRIL
23:00     Equus | 1977

              d: Sidney Lumet

              s: Richard Burton, Peter Firth, Colin Blakely, Joan Plowright
Psychiatrist Dr Martin Dysart ( Richard Burton) is asked by a court to investigate the case of a disturbed young man, Alan Strang (Peter Firth), who has inexplicably blinded six horses with a metal spike. As Dysart delves carefully and methodically into Strang’s mind in a bid to make sense out of this act of horrific brutality, he unravels a childhood punctuated by sexual repression, religious confusion, maternal overload and an all-embracing equine obsession. But as the sessions continue, Dysart finds himself examining his own values and attitudes.

Adapted from Peter Shaffer’s stage production of the same name which was a huge transatlantic success. First performed by the National Theatre in London, the Broadway production of Equus opened on October 24, 1974, ran for 1,209 performances and won the 1975 Tony Award for Best Play.  Anthony Hopkins, who had played Dysart in the original Broadway run, was considered for the film but had signed for A Bridge Too Far (1977). The film was considered groundbreaking at the time for the amount of full frontal male nudity by Peter Firth, then 24.
BEST OF BRITISH WEEK
MONDAY 19th APRIL
15:00     The Mouse on the Moon | 1963
              d: Richard Lester

              s: Ron Moody, Margaret Rutherford, Bernard Cribbens, June Ritchie

Also showing on TCM2 at 21:00
The fictional Duchy of Grand Fenwick stars once more in this hilarious sequel to comedy hit The Mouse That Roared (1959) starring Peter Sellers. The movie mirrors true-life events by concentrating on the rivalry between the US and the Soviet Union in putting the first man on the Moon. The Prime Minister (Ron Moody) dreams up a scheme to trick the U.S. into providing funds for rocket research which he actually intends to use for installing indoor plumbing at the castle, prompting a bizarre retaliatory gesture by the Russians.

Richard Lester plainly showed talent with this movie because the following year he was chosen to direct The Beatles in A Hard Day’s Night (1964). Supported by a mirthful line-up of British comedic talent, Ron Moody and Margaret Rutherford keep the laughs rolling in this rib-tickling mixture of satire and slapstick. Ron Moody was only four years older than Bernard Cribbins who played his son Vincent, while David Kossoff, who plays Kokintz, was the only principal cast member of The Mouse That Roared who returned to play the same role in this sequel.
TUESDAY 20th APRIL
15:00     Look Back in Anger | 1959
              d: Tony Richardson

              s: Richard Burton, Claire Bloom, Mary Ure, Gary Raymond

Also showing on TCM2 at 21:00
Jimmy Porter (Richard Burton) is an angry young man – he hates the class system and reserves a special loathing for the middle classes, even though his wife Alison (Mary Ure), was born into them.   Jimmy holds down a mundane job with Cliff Lewis (Gary Raymond) selling sweets from a market stall. Alison confides to Cliff that she is pregnant. She is frightened of Jimmy's reaction to this news, and has not told him about the child.  But more trouble looms when Alison tells Jimmy that her actress friend, Helena Charles (Claire Bloom), whom he hates, is coming to stay at the flat. 
John Osborne’s play with its searing condemnation of the British class system changed the West End forever when it was staged at the Royal Court in 1957, giving discerning audiences something a little more relevant than the “anyone for tennis?” fare served up to them hitherto. This film is a fine tribute to the original production that ran for hundreds of performances in London and on Broadway. While Richard Burton at 33 was considered by some critics to be too old to play Jimmy Porter, there is no denying the brooding intensity he brings to the part.

WEDNESDAY 21st APRIL
15:00     The Trials of Oscar Wilde | 1960
             d: Ken Hughes

             s: Peter Finch, John Fraser, Yvonne Mitchell, James Mason

Also showing on TCM2 at 21:00
In 1890s London, homosexuality is the ultimate taboo. Oscar Wilde’s plays have made him enormously popular with the general public and a sought-after figure at soirees across the capital, but as a gay man he knows he risks the fury of the buttoned-down Victorian establishment. Wilde angers the Marquis of Queensberry (Lionel Jeffries) by having what is whispered to be a romantic relationship with his son Lord Alfred Douglas (John Fraser), twenty years Wilde's junior. When Queensbury slanders Wilde, the writer decides to take the matter to court.
Made at a time when homosexuals were still reviled and persecuted, the movie was financed out of their own pockets by the producers, Irving Allen and Albert R. Broccoli. Some cinemas refused to screen it and the project nearly drove the pair to bankruptcy, but in Europe it was a great artistic success. One of three films made about Oscar Wilde, this one does not actually admit he was a homosexual but instead gives the impression that he may well have been the victim of unfounded gossip.
THURSDAY 22nd APRIL
15:00     The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes | 1970 
              d: Billy Wilder

              s: Robert Stephens, Colin Blakely, Geneviève Page, Christopher Lee

Also showing on TCM2 at 21:00
Sherlock Holmes (Robert Stephens) gets down to business when Gabrielle Valladon (Geneviève Page) is rescued from the Thames and brought to 221b Baker Street by a cabbie. She came to England looking for her husband and has no idea how she ended up in the river. Holmes' brother Mycroft (Christopher Lee) warns him to stay away because the case involves the security of realm. Undaunted, Holmes, Watson and Gabrielle follow the clues to Scotland where they encounter midgets and the Loch Ness monster.
Knowing they are up against Basil Rathbone’s definitive performance, actors will think twice before taking on the part of Sherlock Holmes, the subject of countless novels and short stories by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle between 1887 and 1927. According to the Guinness Book of Records, over 70 actors have played the coveted part in more than 200 films. But here, Robert Stephens makes a decent fist of portraying the pipe-smoking sleuth, ably assisted by Colin Blakely as Watson. 
FRIDAY 23rd APRIL


15:00    The Charge of the Light Brigade | 1968 
             d: Tony Richardson

             s: David Hemmings, Trevor Howard, John Gielgud, Vanessa Redgrave

Also showing on TCM2 at 21:00
Tony Richardson delivers a gritty, unromanticised depiction of the events surrounding one of the bloodiest and most celebrated defeats in British military history. At the height of the Crimean War between Britain and Russia in 1854, mounted soldiers of the Light Brigade hurl themselves onto Russian artillery in an enclosed valley. To the despair of Queen Victoria and the nation, the cavalrymen are decimated, and their deaths are immortalized in Tennyson’s famous poem.  How did it happen?
Director Tony Richardson, a notorious perfectionist, went to some lengths to make sure of the film’s historical authenticity: For example, no male actors used makeup, and female actors used only what was available during the mid-19th Century. Meanwhile unusual lenses and lighting effects were used throughout the film to give it the feel of Daguerreotype and other older photographic processes, thereby giving the movie more of a feeling for the time.  Swashbuckling is at an absolute minimum in this portrayal of hardship, brutality and incompetence.
CNN’S THE SCREENING ROOM – FEMALE DIRECTORS
FRIDAY 16TH APRIL: 20:30

Kathryn Bigelow became the first woman to win the top award in the 62-year history of the Directors Guild of America for her film “The Hurt Locker”. She subsequently became only the 4th woman to receive a nomination for an Academy Award for Best Director. Myleene Klass investigates the inequality of women Directors with interviews all over the globe with stars including Katherine Bigelow, 

Jodie Foster, Mira Nair and Julie Delpy.
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TCM (Turner Classic Movies) is a 24-hour film channel that launched in the US in 1994 and in the UK, Europe, the Middle East and Africa in 1999 as part of the Time Warner group. TCM gives viewers the opportunity to escape to a world of film and enjoy a vast range of unforgettable movies from all genres. Broadening the cinematic experience, viewers can enhance their enjoyment of the world’s most popular art form with exclusive documentaries, interviews with Hollywood insiders and a front row seat at global film events. It is available via cable, satellite and digital terrestrial throughout Europe, Africa and the Middle East in eight regional versions in thirteen languages: English, Danish, Dutch, French, Greek, Hebrew, Polish, Spanish, German, Hungarian, Romanian, Norwegian and Swedish.
In the UK TCM can be found on SKY 317; Virgin TV 419; Top Up TV Anytime. 

TCM 2 can be found on SKY 318. 
For information on TCM see www.tcmuk.tv 
For press releases/schedules/images see www.europe.turnerInfo.com 

For more information please contact: 

Catherine Hayes 
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7693 0648
Email: catherine.hayes@turner.com    
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