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MARCH 2010 – UK HIGHLIGHTS

TCM’s entire output from 13:00 daily is on TCM 2 from 19:00 onwards.

The following document includes highlights for both TCM and TCM 2

BAND OF BROTHERS WEEK    
  

                                                                     Page 3
With HBO’s latest blockbuster drama The Pacific set to hit our screens, TCM

reminds viewers where it all started by screening Band of Brothers, the epic £85m

series following the fortunes of a group of young GIs from training camp to VE-Day.

Produced by Tom Hanks and Steven Spielberg, this lavishly acclaimed production

is screened in five unmissable parts over the course of a week.

Showing from 29th March – 3rd April at 21:00

AND THE WINNER IS...                                                                                                          Page 4
As Hollywood’s movers and shakers gather for the 82nd Academy Awards, TCM

presents a selection of trailblazing titles that caught the judges’ eyes. Among them 

are quadruple Oscar® winner Network (1977) with Peter Finch and Faye Dunaway,  
Ken Russell’s Women in Love (1969) starring Alan Bates and Glenda Jackson, and

Coming Home (1978) with Jon Voight’s searing portrayal of a crippled Vietnam vet. 

Showing from 1st March – 7th March at 21:00

A WEEK OF WESTERNS                                                                                                       Page 6 Some of the best westerns ever made come to the screen in a superb seven-day
showcase. Highlights include a thrilling adaptation of Alistair MacLean’s Breakheart 
Pass (1976) starring Charles Bronson; Howard Hawk’s Red River (1948) with John 
Wayne and Montgomery Clift, and John Huston’s The Unforgiven (1960) featuring 

Burt Lancaster and Audrey Hepburn.

Showing from 8th – 12th March at 15:00

CNN’S THE SCREENING ROOM                                                                                           Page 8
This month’s Screening Room will be focusing on the 60th anniversary of the Berlin 
Film Festival. Giving viewers a front row seat, Myleene Klass will be chatting to the 
film makers and profiling the biggest hits and award winners whilst reflecting back on 
the festival’s 60 year history.
TCM RECOMMENDS                                                                                                              Page 8
Look out this month for exceptional movies that include the romantic drama Blue Sky 

(1994) in which Jessica Lange delivers an Oscar®-winning performance; off-beat 

love story Benny & Joon (1993) with Johnny Depp; revenge movie She-Devil (1989) 

starring Glenn Close and Roseanne; and Martin Scorsese’s dazzling extravaganza
New York, New York (1977) with Robert DeNiro and Liza Minnelli.

TCM CONTACTS
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TCM’S ‘BAND OF BROTHERS’ WEEK SHOWCASES ONE OF TV’S MOST AMBITIOUS PRODUCTIONS
There’s never been a TV series like it – and now TCM devotes a whole week to Steven Spielberg and Tom Hanks’ sweeping WW2 epic Band of Brothers (2001) to coincide with its much-anticipated sequel, The Pacific.

Band of Brothers Week from Monday 29th March to Friday 3rd April tells the story of the young paratroopers of Easy Company as they spearhead the Allied advance through Nazi-occupied Europe beginning with D-Day and ending with the capture of Hitler’s hideaway, the “Eagle’s Nest”. Screening a double bill of two episodes every day throughout the week at 21:00 each evening, this spectacular drama inspired by true events cost a record-breaking £85 million, took three years to bring to the screen and so impressed army chiefs that they show it to cadets in training. The cast led by David Schwimmer, Damian Lewis and Donnie Wahlberg even had to undergo military-style ‘basic training’ to bring extra authenticity to their parts.

Meanwhile TCM marks the 82nd Academy Awards on 7th March with And the Winner Is… in which an Oscar®-winning movie screens daily at 21:00. Running from 1st-7th March, they include Sidney Lumet’s blistering drama Network (1976) which earned Oscars® for Peter Finch, Faye Dunaway and Beatrice Straight (3rd March); Vietnam War drama Coming Home (1978) with Jane Fonda’s and Jon Voight’s Oscar®-winning performances (5th March) and Ken Russell’s daring adaptation of DH Lawrence’s Women in Love (1969) featuring Glenda Jackson’s Oscar®-winning tour de force on 7th March.

Also this month, TCM doffs its stetson to one of cinema’s most popular genres with A Week of Westerns from 8th-12th March at 15:00 daily. Among the highlights are Breakheart Pass (1976) starring Charles Bronson, Ben Johnson and Richard Crenna in a thrilling adaptation of Alistair Maclean’s bestseller (8th March); Howard Hawks’ stirring frontier favourite Red River (1948) with John Wayne, Montgomery Clift and Walter Brennan (10th March) and The Unforgiven (1960) which had tragic off-screen consequences for Audrey Hepburn (12th March).

The films that TCM Recommends this month represents a superb cross-section of movie entertainment: Jessica Lange is on Oscar®-winning form opposite Tommy Lee Jones in Blue Sky (1994) on Thursday 11th March; Johnny Depp causes a stir in romantic comedy Benny & Joon (1993) on Saturday 13th March; Class (1983) stars Jacqueline Bisset as a middle-aged seductress on Saturday 20th March, while Roseanne seeks revenge on love cheats Ed Begley Jnr and Glenn Close in She-Devil (1989) on Tuesday 23rd March and saxophonist Robert DeNiro romances Liza Minnelli in Martin Scorsese’s New York, New York (1977) on Saturday 27th March.
BAND OF BROTHERS WEEK

MONDAY 29TH MARCH
21:00    Band of Brothers: Episodes 1 and 2 | 2001 - PREMIERE
            d: Phil Alden Robinson, Richard Loncraine
            s: David Schwimmer, Damian Lewis, Donnie Wahlberg
It’s 1942 and at boot camp in Georgia, members of the newly-formed Easy Company train to become paratroops under the harsh gaze of Lt Sobel (David Schwimmer). As training progresses, rivalry flares between Sobel, whom the men despise, and Lt Winters (Damian Lewis), a junior officer who’s earned the respect and admiration of the company. The men receive their baptism of fire on D-Day, June 6, 1944, when they land in Nazi-occupied France under heavy fire. Attacking German artillery, Winters loses his first man. 
The total budget for the mini-series was $120m (£85m), of which construction costs accounted for $17m (£9.5m). Hatfield Aerodrome in Hertfordshire, where Saving Private Ryan (1998) was partly shot, was the principal location for Band of Brothers, hosting the elaborate sets of the English, Dutch and French sites, including a river and huge dykes. Nearly all the main actors were cast because of their close physical resemblance to the real-life soldiers they were portraying. More than 2,000 extras were employed while around 700 authentic weapons were used in production. 

TUESDAY 30TH MARCH

21:00     Band of Brothers: Episodes 3 and 4 | 2001 - PREMIERE
             d: Mikael Salomon, David Nutter

             s: Marc Warren, Donnie Wahlberg, Peter McCabe

Two days after D-Day, Easy Company is sent to take the town of Carentan, engaging in a successful battle that results in several casualties. Some soldiers, including Pvt Blithe (Marc Warren), have a difficult time adjusting to combat. Fresh paratrooper replacements join Easy Company in time for a massive drop on German-occupied Arnhem. Easy and a cluster of British tanks are repelled by a superior German force, sustaining many casualties as they retreat. The Allied plan to enter Germany through Holland and end the war before Christmas fails.
Behind the scenes, technicians reconstructed four World War II-era tanks using the frames of Soviet T-34s from WW II and British Army Personnel Carriers as the foundations. Meanwhile the wardrobe department hired the Corcoran Boot Co. to manufacture 500 pairs of paratrooper jump boots to the original Army specifications.  About 2,000 German and American uniforms were purchased or manufactured.  All of the insignia were either originals or exact replicas, down to an identical stitch count on the "Screaming Eagle" patch and "wings" pins cast from original moulds.
WEDNESDAY 31st MARCH

21:00     Band of Brothers: Episodes 5 and 6 | 2001 - PREMIERE
             d: Tom Hanks, David Leland

             s: Damian Lewis, Luke Roberts, Shane Taylor
News arrives of a massive German counter-offensive in the Ardennes Forest, threatening to break the Allied lines. Easy Company races in, ill-equipped for the bitterly cold weather and the entrenched battle ahead. They struggle to hold the line alone while fending off frostbite and hunger, having arrived with no winter clothes and little supplies and ammunition. Medic Eugene Roe (Shane Taylor) is close to combat exhaustion when he finds friendship with a Belgian nurse. Easy Company spends a miserable Christmas in the trenches, but morale rises when they hear that the Germans’ surrender demand has been met with General McAuliffe’s famously defiant answer: "Nuts!"

One-third of a million pounds of recycled paper were used to create the snow for the Ardennes Forest scene - the largest ever used in a production - and it took four weeks to dress the entire set. The 10-part miniseries features 500 speaking roles.  Five kitchens ran simultaneously to feed the film units.  Several innovations involved the use and firing of squibs, the small charges that cause the bullet holes in costumes and sets. An actor was pre-wired with up to eight hits, controlled by a button he activated that was hidden in the sleeve of his costume.
THURSDAY 1st APRIL

21:00     Band of Brothers: Episodes 7 and 8 | 2001 - PREMIERE
             d: David Frankel,  Tony To

             s: Peter O’Meara, Damian Lewis, Peter Youngblood Hills

Battle-weary Easy Company are ordered to take the town of Foy from the Germans. Several of the GIs are killed and wounded in fierce shelling, made worse by the incompetence of their commander, Lt Dike (Peter O’Meara). Easy takes Foy but at an enormous cost. When they are ordered to send a patrol across to take enemy prisoners. Lt Jones (Colin Hanks), fresh from West Point and eager for combat experience, volunteers to lead. The mission costs another paratrooper’s life prompting Winters (Damian Lewis) to ignore the order to send a second patrol the next night.


Band of Brothers was a statistical blockbuster. There were two soundstages, measuring 50,000 square feet each and the backlot measured 1,100 acres. Fifty "special ability" extras worked throughout the course of the production. These extras were trained in weapons handling and served as both German and British soldiers.  The original members of the 506th were trained at Currahee Mountain Georgia. "Currahee" was the cry of the 506th paratroopers as they cleared the door on their first jump, and it continued to be their cry when in combat.
FRIDAY 2nd APRIL
21:00     Band of Brothers: Episodes 9 and 10 | 2001 - PREMIERE
             d: David Frankel, Mikael Salomon

             s: David Schwimmer, Damian Lewis, Michael Fassbender, James Madio

Easy Company finally enters Germany, to surprisingly little resistance, and has a chance to relax for the first time in a long while. A patrol in a nearby forest discovers an abandoned Nazi concentration camp, still filled with emaciated prisoners. Local people, denying all knowledge of its existence, are made to clean it up as the news arrives that Hitler is dead. The GIs enter the Bavarian town of Berchtesgaden and capture Hitler’s mountaintop fortress. Facing imminent deployment to the Pacific, the men compare their “points” to see who has earned enough to go home.

Three years in the making, the series paid painstaking attention to detail. During the actors' ten-day ‘basic training" they were required to stay in character at all times. Meanwhile Tom Hanks, Steven Spielberg and Stephen Ambrose showed each of the scripts to real-life soldiers of Easy Company to guarantee authenticity. By its very nature, this was an extremely physical shoot and the actors were frequently pushed to their limits. David Schwimmer for example ended up on crutches when he injured his leg during boot camp training.
AND THE WINNER IS...
MONDAY 1ST MARCH

21:00     The Fortune Cookie | 1966 - PREMIERE
             d: Billy Wilder

             s: Jack Lemmon, Walter Matthau, Judi West

3 Nominations: Best Art Direction-Set Decoration, Black-and-White: Robert Luthardt, Edward G. Boyle; Best Cinematography, Black-and-White: Joseph LaShelle; Best Writing, Story and Screenplay Written Directly for the Screen: Billy Wilder, I.A.L. Diamond.

1 WIN: Best Supporting Actor: Walter Matthau.
When CBS cameraman Harry Hinkle (Jack Lemmon) is knocked over during a football game, his brother-in-law Willie Gingrich (Walter Matthau), an unscrupulous ambulance-chasing lawyer, launches court proceedings for damages while the victim is still unconscious. When he comes round, Harry opposes the move until he hears that his ex-wife Sandy (Judi West) will be coming to see him. He pretends to be injured to get her back, but then sees what the strain is doing to the football player who injured him.

Wilder came up with the idea for this hilarious comedy when he saw a player run into a cameraman on the sidelines during a football game. The film marks the start of the celebrated acting partnership of Jack Lemmon and Walter Matthau, who went on to collaborate on another 11 movies including Kotch (1971), in which Lemmon directed Matthau. Filming had to be halted for weeks after Matthau had a heart attack. When he returned, he had to wear a heavy black coat to conceal the fact that he had lost 30lb in weight.

TUESDAY 2ND MARCH
21:00     Irma La Douce | 1963 - PREMIERE
             d: Billy Wilder

             s: Jack Lemmon, Shirley MacLaine,  Lou Jacobi

2 Nominations: Best Actress: Shirley MacLaine; Best Cinematography, Color: Joseph LaShelle.

1 WIN: Best Music, Scoring of Music, Adaptation or Treatment: André Previn.
Rookie cop Nestor Patou (Jack Lemmon) organises a swoop on a brothel, dumping all the prostitutes in jail, little knowing this will have a disastrous effect on the cosy relationship between the police and the pimps’ union. The raid also catches his boss with a lady of the night.  Now jobless, Nestor is befriended by Irma (Shirley MacLaine), and, when he beats up her pimp, he finds he has inherited the role himself. Nestor conspires to limit her occupation by taking on an alter-ego, "Lord X", to serve as her sole client. 

Two tragic deaths marred the pre-production of Irma La Douce. Billy Wilder loved Marilyn Monroe's performance in Some Like It Hot (1959) and wanted her for the role of Irma but she died from a drugs overdose before production started.  Meanwhile Charles Laughton was Wilder’s first choice to play the character of Moustache but he also died before the cameras started rolling.  Wilder had also earmarked Elizabeth Taylor as Irma but he backed off amid the media hullabaloo surrounding her love affair with Richard Burton.

WEDNESDAY 3rd MARCH
21:00     Network | 1976 - PREMIERE
              d: Sidney Lumet

              s: William Holden, Faye Dunaway, Peter Finch, Robert Duvall

6 Nominations: Best Actor: William Holden; Best Supporting Actor: Ned Beatty; Best Cinematography: Owen Roizman; Best Director: Sidney Lumet; Best Film Editing: Alan Heim;  Best Picture: Howard Gottfried.
4 WINS: Best Actor: Peter Finch; Best Actress: Faye Dunaway; Best Supporting Actress: Beatrice Straight; Best Writing, Screenplay Written Directly for the Screen: Paddy Chayefsky
Ageing anchorman Howard Beale (Peter Finch) is given notice by TV channel UBS amid plummeting ratings. He responds in sensational style - by announcing on live television his intention kill himself on air. This transforms him into 'the mad prophet of the air-waves' and his audience figures rocket, impressing the Communications Corporation of America (CCA), which is taking control of UBS. But when he starts making embarrassing disclosures about CCA, Beale becomes a problem once more…

Network is one of only two films to win three Academy Awards® for acting - the other is A Streetcar Named Desire (1951). Peter Finch died before the Oscars® ceremony, where he was nominated for Best Actor. He duly won, making him the first performer ever to receive a posthumous award at the Oscars®. Two decades later, this sad distinction also fell to fellow Australian Heath Ledger for The Dark Knight (2008).  At the 1977 awards, Finch’s widow Eletha and screenwriter Paddy Chayefsky accepted the Oscar® on Finch’s behalf.   

THURSDAY 4TH MARCH
21:00     Yentl I 1983









d: Barbra Streisand

s: Barbra Streisand, Mandy Patinkin, Amy Irving

4 Nominations: Best Supporting Actress : Amy Irving; Best Art Direction-Set Decoration : Roy Walker, Leslie Tomkins, Tessa Davies; Best Music, Original Song : Michel Legrand (music); Alan Bergman (lyrics), Marilyn Bergman (lyrics) for the song "Papa, Can You Hear Me?"; Best Music, Original Song: Michel Legrand (music); Alan Bergman (lyrics), Marilyn Bergman lyrics)  for the song "The Way He Makes Me Feel".

1 WIN: Best Music, Original Song Score and Its Adaptation : Michel Legrand (music), Alan Bergman (lyrics), Marilyn Bergman (lyrics)

Yentl Mendel enjoys learning the Talmud but her father can only teach her secretly because convention decrees this is an all-male preserve. When he dies, Yentl decides to leave her village in Poland and disguises herself as a boy to win a place in a centre to continue her religious studies. Complications abound – especially when romance intervenes.

Barbra Streisand both directed Yentl and portrayed the eponymous character, fulfilling a passion for this heartrending story she’d nurtured since 1968 when she first showed an interest in acquiring the rights to the drama. The movie nearly did not go ahead because of the nervousness of studio bosses about whether such a tale would win mass appeal. In the end, though, there was a happy outcome with Yentl making more than $60 million around the world.

FRIDAY 5TH MARCH
21:00         Coming Home | 1978 - PREMIERE
                  d: Hal Ashby

                  s: Jane Fonda, Jon Voight, Bruce Dern

5 Nominations: Best Supporting Actor: Bruce Dern; Best Supporting Actress : Penelope Milford; Best Director: Hal Ashby; Best Film Editing : Don Zimmerman;  Best Picture: Jerome Hellman.

3 WINS: Best Actor: Jon Voight; Best Actress: Jane Fonda; Best Writing, Screenplay Written Directly for the Screen: Nancy Dowd (story), Waldo Salt (screenplay), Robert C. Jones (screenplay).

Sally Hyde (Jane Fonda) finds herself alone when her husband, a captain in the United States Army, is posted to Vietnam. With time on her hands, she decides to volunteer at a local veteran's hospital, where she meets Luke (Jon Voight), who went to high school with her. Vietnam vet Luke is now paralysed and confined to a wheelchair after being horrifically wounded on active service. When Sally realises she is falling in love with him, she has to make a decision that will affect not only her life but those of the two men closest to her.

Jon Voight's role of Luke Martin was inspired by paralysed veteran Ron Kovic, author of the bestselling Vietnam war saga  Born on the Fourth of July.  Real veterans take the parts of the hospitalised GIs in the opening scene which was totally unscripted. Voight was meant to have added to the dialogue, but out of respect stayed silent and listened. Jane Fonda had wanted British director John Schlesinger to take the helm of this movie, but he declined believing that the Vietnam experience should be filmed by an American director.  
SATURDAY 6TH MARCH
21:00     Reversal of Fortune | 1990

              d:  Barbet Schroeder

              s:  Glenn Close, Jeremy Irons , Ron Silver 

2 Nominations: Best Director:  Barbet Schroeder ; Best Writing, Screenplay Based on Material from Another Medium: Nicholas Kazan.

1 WIN:  Best Actor: Jeremy Irons.
Former playboy Claus von Bülow (Jeremy Irons) is accused of attempting to murder his wife Martha, nicknamed Sunny (Glenn Close), who has slipped into a deep coma. For his appeal, he hires brilliant law professor Alan Dershowitz (Ron Silver), to try and get him acquitted after being found guilty on two convictions. In flashbacks we discover how Claus and Sunny’s marriage was slowly breaking down. Meanwhile Dershowitz and his team are secretly convinced of von Bülow’s guilt... 

Jeremy Irons fully deserved 1991’s Best Actor Oscar® for his riveting portrayal of von Bülow in this whodunit based on a true story. In real life, Sunny's family remained convinced of Claus's guilt and von Bülow's two stepchildren from her previous marriage sued him for $56 million. As a result, he renounced his claim to Sunny's $75 million fortune. Sunny continued to live almost 28 years in a vegetative state until dying at a New York nursing home on 6th December 2008.
SUNDAY 7TH MARCH
21:00     Women in Love | 1969 - PREMIERE
              d: Ken Russell

              s: Alan Bates, Oliver Reed, Glenda Jackson, Jennie Linden 

3 Nominations: Best Cinematography: Billy Williams; Best Director: Ken Russell; Best Writing, Screenplay Based on Material from Another Medium: Larry Kramer.

1 WIN: Best Actress: Glenda Jackson.

Against the grim backdrop of the 1920s, best friends Gerald Crich (Oliver Reed) and Rupert Berkin (Alan Bates) find themselves falling in love with sisters Gudrun (Glenda Jackson), a sculptress, and Ursula Brangwen (Jennie Linden), a schoolteacher. Rupert marries Ursula, Gerald begins a love affair with Gudrun and the four embark on a Swiss holiday - but the relationships take markedly different directions. 

Russell’s treatment of D H Lawrence’s masterpiece typically caused an almighty stir, not least  because it was one of the first mainstream movies to feature male frontal nudity. The nude wrestling scene between Reed and Bates posed problems for UK censor John Trevelyan, and the film was only passed after  Russell edited out some of the full-length shots of the pair standing motionless before the wrestling begins darkened shots of sunlight streaming into the room. 
A WEEK OF WESTERNS
MONDAY 8th MARCH

15:00     Breakheart Pass | 1975 - PREMIERE
              d: Tom Gries

              s: Charles Bronson, Ben Johnson, Richard Crenna, Jill Ireland

Also showing on TCM 2 at 21:00
When a military outpost is crippled by a severe outbreak of diphtheria, the US Government dispatches a train loaded with medical supplies and replacement soldiers. But as it rumbles towards its destination, a passenger is murdered. Then two more are killed and more murders follow. John Deakin (Charles Bronson), who is under arrest and being transported to custody, is drawn into the mystery and tries to unravel the motive behind the killings.

Based on the adventure thriller by Alistair MacLean, who also wrote the screenplay, this excellent western is filmed against the ravishing backdrop of the snow-covered Sierra Nevada mountains. As well as Bronson’s, savour the excellent performances of Ben Johnson, Richard Crenna, Charles Durning, Ed Lauter, Bill McKinney and Robert Tessier. Breakheart Pass is also distinguished by amazing stunt work directed by Yakima Canute in his last picture, while Jerry Goldsmith's outstanding score is an added delight. 
TUESDAY 9th MARCH
15:00     Lawman | 1971 - PREMIERE
              d: Michael Winner

              s: Burt Lancaster, Lee J Cobb, Robert Ryan, Robert Duvall
Also showing on TCM 2 at 21:00
Letting their hair down in sleepy Bannock, a bunch of drunken, trail-weary cattlemen accidentally kill an old man with a stray shot and return to their home town of Sabbath unaware of what they have done. When Bannock lawman Jered Maddox (Burt Lancaster) arrives to arrest everyone involved for murder, he comes up against land baron Vince Bronson (Lee J Cobb), a benevolent despot. He offers restitution for the incident but Maddox will not compromise.

In Michael Winner’s first American film, Burt Lancaster excels as the steely, inflexible Maddox, while Robert Ryan is also good as Sheriff Ryan, a once-brave lawman whose character has been corrupted by years of compromise. Look out too for Sheree North as Maddox's love interest and Richard Jordan as a young gunfighter out to make a name for himself. The outstanding cast is completed by Lee J Cobb as Bronson, a decent and respected man facing an acute dilemma.

WEDNESDAY 10TH MARCH
15:00     Red River | 1948

              d: Howard Hawks, Arthur Rosson

              s: John Wayne, Montgomery Clift, Joanne Dru, Walter Brennan
Also showing on TCM 2 at 21:00
Hard-bitten cattle baron Tom Dunson (John Wayne) builds a livestock empire with his adopted son Matthew Garth (Montgomery Clift), whose parents were killed in Indian attacks. Seeking top dollar for their cattle, they begin a massive cattle drive north from Texas to the Missouri railhead, aided by a motley band of leathery cowpokes. But things start going wrong thanks to Dunson's tyrannical ways and Matthew decides to take the herd away from his stepfather and head to a new railhead in Kansas. A vengeful Dunson pursues him.

Writer Borden Chase cheerfully admitted that the storyline was Mutiny on the Bounty (1935) with the addition of saddles and stirrups. Off set, John Wayne and Montgomery Clift predictably failed to get along because of their opposing political views but agreed to make politics off-limits during the filming. Wayne and Walter Brennan were aware of Clift’s homosexuality and stayed away from him when not filming. At one point Wayne tried to have Clift replaced when he heard that his co-star was having an affair with John Ireland.

THURSDAY 11TH MARCH
15:00     Man of the West | 1958

             d: Anthony Mann

             s:Gary Cooper, Julie London, Lee J Cobb 
Also showing on TCM 2 at 21:00
In 1870s Arizona, Link Jones (Gary Cooper) boards a train on a mission to hire a teacher for his small town. His fellow passengers include a saloon singer (Julie London) and a card sharp (Arthur O'Connell). When the train is held up, it turns out to be by the gang Link once rode with before he became a law-abiding citizen.  Link’s only chance of a getaway—and the girl's chance too— lies in persuading the outlaws he has rejoined them. Their leader Dock Tobin (Lee J Cobb)  wants Link to prove it to him...
Western stalwart Gary Cooper was already 56 when he made this movie, a full ten years older than Lee J. Cobb who plays his uncle here. James Stewart had eagerly sought the role played by Cooper, but failed to get it after falling out with director Mann.  One of the film’s biggest fans was French director Jean-Luc Godard, who hailed it as the best movie of 1958, and others agree, believing this western even eclipses John Ford’s highly-acclaimed The Searchers (1956).
FRIDAY 12TH MARCH


15:00    The Unforgiven│1960 - PREMIERE
             d: John Huston

             s:Burt Lancaster, Audrey Hepburn, Audie Murphy

Also showing on TCM 2 at 21:00
Beautiful Rachel Zachary (Audrey Hepburn) lives with her family on a frontier farmstead where they constantly fear the local Kiowa Indians. Tensions rise with the explosive disclosure by an elderly white settler that Rachel is actually an Indian herself, having been stolen from the Kiowa tribe as a baby. The Kiowas demand Rachel back with her own kind but her "brother" Ben (Burt Lancaster) and her "mother" Mattilda (Lillian Gish) refuse to allow it. This causes problems with other white families who fear the Kiowas’ retribution.

This was a memorable film for Audrey Hepburn, but for all the wrong reasons. The elfin actress, several months pregnant, was seriously injured when she was thrown by a horse between scenes. She had to spend six weeks in hospital before returning to complete her role wearing a back brace. Hepburn suffered a miscarriage a few months later which some blamed on her injury. John Huston blamed himself for the incident and as a result hated this film, although Hepburn did not hold it against him. 
CNN’S THE SCREENING ROOM 

TBA

TCM RECOMMENDS
THURSDAY 11TH MARCH
21:00    Blue Sky | 1994 - PREMIERE
             d: Tony Richardson

             s: Jessica Lange, Tommy Lee Jones,  Powers Boothe

At the height of the Cold War, Army engineer and nuclear science expert Hank Marshall (Tommy Lee Jones) is assigned to the A-bomb testing programme. To his bosses’ discomfort, he is an outspoken opponent of atmospheric testing and top brass are concerned at his critical reports. But closer to home Hank has major problems with his wife, Carly (Jessica Lange). Beautiful and vivacious, she attracts men like moths to a flame and the couple find themselves having to move from one army base to another. 

Earning Jessica Lange the best actress Oscar® at the 1995 ceremony, this was the final film for director Tony Richardson. He died of AIDS in 1991, three years before the movie's release.  Completed in 1991, but not released until 1994 owing to Orion Pictures' bankruptcy, this intriguing drama is set in the years of the Kennedy Administration and inspired by the testing which took place in sparsely populated areas of Nevada, Arizona, and New Mexico in the late-1950s and early-1960s.
SATURDAY 13TH MARCH
21:00     Benny & Joon |1993 - PREMIERE
               d: Jeremiah S. Chechik
               s: Johnny Depp, Mary Stuart Masterson, Aidan Quinn

Small town garage hand Benny (Aidan Quinn) is devoted to his mentally ill sister Joon (Mary Stuart Masterson), a talented artist despite her handicap. Their life is disrupted when Benny is obliged in a poker game to welcome another player's relative, Sam (Johnny Depp), to his home for a few days. Sam is an eccentric who emulates the antics of silent movie star Buster Keaton. When Sam and Joon find themselves drawn to each other,  brother and sister have to face the fact that their relationship is changing.

Tom Hanks and Julia Roberts were originally sought for the lead roles, with Tim Robbins and Susan Sarandon as second-choices. But eventually the line-up was Johnny Depp, Woody Harrelson and Laura Dern. Harrelson's contract would have given him top billing, but when Dern found out that she would be third billed, she walked out. When Harrelson also tried to quit, having landed a role in another picture, studio bosses sued him for  $5 million for breach of contract. The case was ultimately settled out of court.
SATURDAY 20TH MARCH
21:00     Class | 1983 - PREMIERE
             d: Lewis John Carlino

             s: Jacqueline Bisset, Rob Lowe, Andrew McCarthy, Cliff Robertson

When gauche teenager Jonathan (Andrew McCarthy) lands a scholarship at a top-drawer prep school, he finds his room-mate is the suave, rich and handsome Skip (Rob Lowe). Skip sets out to ensure that Jonathan loses his virginity, sending him to Chicago where he meets Ellen (Jacqueline Bisset), a beautiful older woman.  They begin a steamy affair which ends abruptly when Ellen discovers Jonathan is 17.  But a bigger shock is in store - Ellen is Skip's mother.

Tender and humorous, this rite-of-passage drama was significant for Rob Lowe, Andrew McCarthy, John Cusack and Alan Ruck because all made their feature film debuts in it.  Class has obvious parallels with The Graduate (1967) and Dustin Hoffman’s on-screen affair with the much older Anne Bancroft. Offering a nostalgic look at some of the emerging young stars of the 1980s, many see this as an iconic film of the decade and its obsession with hedonism.
TUESDAY 23RD MARCH 
21:00     She-Devil | 1989 - PREMIERE
              d:  Susan Seidelman

              s: Meryl  Streep, Roseanne, Ed Begley Jr

Overweight Ruth (Roseanne) struggles hard to be a good wife and mother even though she knows she has become less attractive to her husband Bob (Ed Begley Jnr). But when he begins an affair with romantic novelist Mary Fisher (Meryl Streep), she is consumed with a raging desire for vengeance. Ruth stars off by embarrassing her husband when his parents come over to dinner, and matters quickly escalate. When Bob leaves her, Ruth dreams up some exquisite acts of revenge.

Adapted from a top-rated BBC TV series – although director Susan Seidelman reportedly didn't realise the fact until well into production – this delicious ‘getting even’ movie gave Meryl Streep the opportunity to prove she can play comedy and make it work.  The film was at the beginning of Roseanne's TV career and she plainly drew on aspects of her character for the overweight, frumpy mother of three she portrayed in the hit sitcom Roseanne opposite John Goodman.

SATURDAY 27TH MARCH
21:00     New York, New York | 1977 - PREMIERE
              d: Martin Scorsese

              s: Liza Minnelli, Robert De Niro, Lionel Stander

As America recovers from war and big band music grows ever more popular, saxophonist Jimmy Doyle (Robert De Niro) falls in love with singer Francine Evans (Liza Minnelli), with whom he performs in a popular band. Jimmy is moody, insensitive, and bombastic, and while Francine is shy and patient, Jimmy is jealous and insecure. All goes well to begin with but when Francine gets pregnant things go out of control. Hot-tempered Jimmy’s jealousy of Francine’s success threatens to drive them apart.

Originally four and a half hours long, director Martin Scorsese trimmed the movie to 153 minutes, then to 136 minutes. In 1981 some material was restored and the film became 163 minutes long.  Robert De Niro learned to play the saxophone for this film to make his performance look more authentic, and much of the movie was shot on the same sound stages as the great musicals of the 1940s. As a result, Liza Minnelli was haunted by memories of her mother, Judy Garland, throughout the shoot.
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TCM (Turner Classic Movies) is a 24-hour film channel that launched in the US in 1994 and in the UK, Europe, the Middle East and Africa in 1999 as part of the Time Warner group. TCM gives viewers the opportunity to escape to a world of film and enjoy a vast range of unforgettable movies from all genres. Broadening the cinematic experience, viewers can enhance their enjoyment of the world’s most popular art form with exclusive documentaries, interviews with Hollywood insiders and a front row seat at global film events. It is available via cable, satellite and digital terrestrial throughout Europe, Africa and the Middle East in eight regional versions in thirteen languages: English, Danish, Dutch, French, Greek, Hebrew, Polish, Spanish, German, Hungarian, Romanian, Norwegian and Swedish.
In the UK TCM can be found on SKY 317; Virgin TV 419; Top Up TV Anytime. 

TCM 2 can be found on SKY 318. 
For information on TCM see www.tcmuk.tv
For press releases/schedules/images see www.europe.turnerInfo.com 

For more information please contact: 

Catherine Hayes 
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7693 0648
Email: catherine.hayes@turner.com    
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