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FEBRUARY 2010 – UK HIGHLIGHTS

TCM’s entire output from 13:00 daily is on TCM 2 from 19:00 onwards.

The following document includes highlights for both TCM and TCM 2

VALENTINE’S DAY
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TCM puts the accent on love as it celebrates Valentine’s Day with six superb 
screen romances:  William Wyler’s epic Wuthering Heights (1939), supernatural 

fantasy Made in Heaven (1987), riotous love tangle Tortilla Soup (2001), poignant melodrama Moonlight and Valentino (1995), multi Oscar®-nominee The French Lieutenant’s Woman (1981) and tender comedy Mystic Pizza (1988).
Showing on Sunday 14th February from 13:00 – 23:30
TCM RECOMMENDS                                                                                                  Page 4
From a packed field, TCM singles out some exceptional movies to look out for
this month. They include What’s New Pussycat (1965) with Peter O’Toole and

Peter Sellers, Richard Burton’s last film Nineteen Eighty-Four (1984), Woody 
Allen’s comedy tour-de-force Manhattan (1979), horror classic Stigmata (1999)
and sci-fi thriller Rollerball (1975) with James Caan.
Showing on various dates throughout the month
CNN’S THE SCREENING ROOM                                                                                Page 7
Myleene Klass delves into the archives in an episode dedicated to film restoration.
TCM CONTACTS
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TCM PLAYS CUPID WITH A VALENTINE’S DAY CELEBRATION OF ROMANTIC CINEMA
Love is in the air as TCM marks the most romantic day of the year with tearjerkers guaranteed to set hearts fluttering, bring a lump to the throat and reaffirm that life really is great after all.

Valentine’s Day on Sunday 14th February offers a chance to escape wintry woes and enjoy a sentimental selection of misty-eyed movie masterpieces running back-to-back through the afternoon and evening.

Kicking off at 13:00 is William Wyler’s Oscar®-winning adaptation of Emily Brontë’s epic novel Wuthering Heights (1939), in which Laurence Olivier and Merle Oberon proclaim their passion despite bitter off-stage differences, followed at 15:00 by Made in Heaven (1987) starring Timothy Hutton, Kelly McGillis and Debra Winger in a tangled tale of love beyond the grave. This is followed by three movies new to TCM - Tortilla Soup (2001) at 17:00 is a multi-stranded romantic comedy with a Hispanic twist; at 19:00 Moonlight and Valentino (1995) features Elizabeth Perkins, Whoopi Goldberg and Jon Bon Jovi in a story about a woman adapting to life after her husband’s sudden death and at 21:00 Victorian biologist Jeremy Irons courts a melancholy Meryl Streep in five-times Oscar®-nominated The French Lieutenant’s Woman (1981). At 23.30 the day draws to a close with Mystic Pizza (1988) with Annabeth Gish, Julia Roberts and Lili Taylor as lovelorn waitresses coming of age in Connecticut.
TCM Recommends a superb cross-section of comedies, thrillers, westerns, sci-fi, horror and melodrama all of which are new to the channel: on 4th February the definitive swinging sixties caper What’s New Pussycat (1965) stars Peter Sellers, Peter O’Toole and Woody Allen (21:00); Richard Burton plays the sinister O’Brien in his last movie Nineteen Eighty-Four (1984) on 9th February (21:00); Tom Courtenay is an angry young man defying Michael Redgrave in gritty masterpiece The Loneliness of the Long Distance Runner (1962) at 15:00 and Kris Kristofferson, John Hurt and Isabelle Huppert star in the ill-fated big budget western Heaven’s Gate (1981) at 21:00 on 10th February; Robert Shaw plays a train hijacker to Walter Matthau’s cop in The Taking of Pelham One Two Three (1974) on 12th February (21:00); Richard Dreyfuss brilliantly portrays a frustrated composer in Mr Holland’s Opus (1995) on 13th February (21:00); Woody Allen directs and stars in the award-laden romantic comedy Manhattan (1979) on 19th February (21:00); Patricia Arquette is a young New Yorker smitten by a horrifying illness in Stigmata (1999) on 20th February (21:00); James Caan stars in Rollerball (1975) as a tough sportsman taking on big business on 26th February (21:00) and Jodie Foster and Diane Wiest star in the thought-provoking Little Man Tate (1991) on 28th February (21:00).
Meanwhile in CNN’s The Screening Room Myleene Klass goes back in time as she visits the British Film Institute National Archives and meets the team who hunt, rescue and preserve hidden gems. From Charlie Chaplin shorts to Sergio Leone's spaghetti westerns this month The Screening Room focuses on film restoration and even heads to the Restoration Film Festival in Italy.
VALENTINE’S DAY SUNDAY 14TH FEBRUARY
13:00    Wuthering Heights | 1939

            d:  William Wyler

            s: Laurence Olivier, Merle Oberon, David Niven, Flora Robson
Also showing on TCM 2 at 19:00
William Wyler gives arguably the finest cinematic treatment to Emily Brontë’s timeless tale of Heathcliff  (Laurence Olivier) and Cathy (Merle Oberon), whose love for each other is undermined by circumstance and prejudice. They first meet as children when her father brings the abandoned boy to live with them. When the old man dies several years later Cathy's brother, now the master of the estate, turns Heathcliff out forcing him to live with the servants and working as a stable boy. 

The film was shot in sun-parched California and Wyler arranged for heather to be imported from England and replanted to help recreate the look of the rainy, windswept moors.  Producer Samuel Goldwyn lived up to his reputation by declaring the script was too dark for a romance movie. But when he asked several writers to rewrite it, one of them, a young John Huston, insisted it was perfect as it was. Meanwhile  Oberon and Olivier did not hit it off, and at one stage she protested to Wyler: ”Tell him to stop spitting at me!"  
15:00     Made in Heaven |1987

              d:  Alan Rudolph

              s:  Timothy Hutton, Kelly McGillis, Maureen Stapleton
Also showing on TCM 2 at 21:00
Mike Shea (Timothy Hutton) runs off when he learns his betrothed has deceived him. On his journey, he dives into a swollen river to rescue a family whose car has plunged into the water - but this heroic action costs him his life. In heaven, he meets a beautiful woman, Annie (Kelly McGillis) and discovers he can reincarnate and return to earth. Their new-found bliss is threatened however and Mike has to make a deal with Emmet (Debra Winger), an angel-like figure.

Featuring superb performances by Timothy Hutton, Kelly McGillis and Debra Winger, this warm-hearted feel-good movie boasts a great supporting cast including Tim Daly, Don Murray, Mare Winningham and Amanda Plummer. The film’s theme – that love truly does conquer all - is both irresistible and charming. With great cameo appearances by musicians Neil Young, Tom Petty and Ric Ocasek, savour the marvellous Neil Young-penned song  We've Never Danced  sung by Martha Davis.
17:00     Tortilla Soup | 2001

            d: Maria Ripoll

            s: Jacqueline Obradors, Tamara Mello, Nikolai Kinski
When Mexican-American chef Martin Naranjo (Hector Elizondo), a widower, meets a vivacious divorcee, romance also beckons for his three beautiful daughters sharing his home in Los Angeles: college student Maribel (Tamara Mello), who’s disenchanted with the singles scene and wants a steady man; career woman Carmen (Jacqueline Obradors), fed up with her lothario boyfriend and eldest daughter Letitia (Elizabeth Peña) who has suppressed her own romantic longings.

A lively romantic comedy with delicious props drawn from the finest Hispanic cuisine. For the purposes of the movie, the food that Martin Naranjo cooks was prepared by Mary Sue Milliken and Susan Feniger who run restaurants in Los Angeles and Las Vegas. Poetry also takes centre stage with extracts from To His Coy Mistress by Andrew Marvell; Her Face, Her Tongue, Her Wit by Arthur Gorges; To the Virgins, To Make Much of Time by Robert Herrick and Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

19:00     Moonlight and Valentino | 1995

             d: David Anspaugh

             s: Elizabeth Perkins, Whoopi Goldberg, Gwyneth Paltrow, Kathleen Turner, Jon Bon Jovi

Rebekah (Elizabeth Perkins) is devastated when she tragically loses her husband in an accident while he is out jogging. As her grief overwhelms her, she seeks solace from her sister Lucy (Gwyneth Paltrow) best friend Sylvia (Whoopi Goldberg) and ex-step-mother Alberta (Kathleen Turner). In an effort to help the vulnerable woman back on her feet, they support, encourage and befriend one another, while sharing lessons about life, love and sex.

Moving and inspirational, this film rides an emotional rollercoaster which will be familiar to many women who find themselves grieving for a loved one. Compared by some admirers to Steel Magnolias (1989), it is a hauntingly beautiful film. Jon Bon Jovi is exciting in his first big screen role as "the painter". A moment to cherish is when it turns out he not only speaks English but is a romantic as well, a fact discovered by Rebecca when she finds him painting her house by moonlight.
21:00     The French Lieutenant’s Woman | 1981

             d: Karel Reisz
             s: Meryl Streep, Jeremy Irons, Hilton McRae, Peter Vaughan
In Victorian-era Dorset, biologist Charles Smithson (Jeremy Irons) is engaged to be married when he meets and falls in love with another woman, the mysterious and melancholy Sarah (Meryl Streep), known to locals as "poor tragedy" who haunts the sea wall waiting for the return of a Frenchman who seduced and abandoned her. Running parallel with this story is another in which Anna and Mike, who play the characters of Sarah and Charles, pursue a romantic liaison away from the film set.

Nominated for five Oscars®, this screen adaptation of John Fowles’ bestselling novel is the work of the late Harold Pinter, who had the inspired idea of weaving the original drama with the lives of Anna and Mike. Graced with beautiful acting, a magnificent score and brilliant cinematography, this haunting tale of repressed love and social hypocrisy was filmed on location in Lyme Regis, where the Cobb – the celebrated jetty jutting out into the English Channel - takes centre stage. 
23:30     Mystic Pizza | 1988

             d: Donald Petrie

             s: Annabeth Gish, Julia Roberts, Vincent D’ Onofrio, William Moses
A charming, multi-stranded love story built around sisters Kat (Annabeth Gish) and Daisy (Julia Roberts), and their colleague Jojo (Lili Tayor) who all work at a pizza parlour in Mystic, Connecticut. Kat, shortly taking up a place at Yale University, is attracted to a married man (William Moses), while her wilder sister is drawn to the well-off Charles (Adam Storke). Commitment-shy Jojo agonizes over leaving her man (Vincent D'Onorfrio), and all the while the pizzas they purvey are growing mysteriously in popularity.

Marking Matt Damon's feature film debut, Mystic Pizza draws inspiration from a real pizza parlour of the same name located at 55 West Main Street in Mystic, Connecticut. Writer Amy Jones had spotted it while holidaying in the area one summer and decided to write a story around the establishment. When the movie adaptation was released, the restaurant became so popular that queues would stretch around the block and customers frequently pilfered items as souvenirs. 
TCM RECOMMENDS
THURSDAY 4TH FEBRUARY
21:00     What’s New Pussycat? | (1965)
              d: Woody Allen

              s: Peter Sellers, Peter O’Toole, Ursula Andress, Capucine

Hopeless philanderer Michael James (Peter O’Toole) is determined not to cheat on his fiancée Carole (Romy Schneider) but is not helped by the fact that every woman he meets seems to fall in love with him. Enter hairy analyst Dr Fritz Fassbender (Peter Sellers) who’s also a womaniser and hence fascinated with James’s discourses. The finale threatens to be disastrous when all the characters check into the Chateau Chantelle hotel for the weekend not knowing of each other's presence.  

In this iconic swinging sixties movie with a memorable theme song by Tom Jones, Allen makes his movie debut as both scriptwriter and actor at just 29. The odd title turns out to be one of the favourite lines of legendary Hollywood womaniser Warren Beatty when hailing a woman friend. The film had begun as a semi-autobiographical project for Beatty, but he pulled out when producer Charles Feldman refused his plea to cast Leslie Caron, his then girlfriend, in place of Capucine.

TUESDAY 9TH FEBRUARY
21:00     Nineteen Eighty-Four | 1984

              d: Michael Radford

              s: John Hurt, Richard Burton, Suzanna Hamilton, Cyril Cusack

George Orwell’s gloomy masterpiece portrays a post-apocalyptic world divided into three states. London is the capital of Oceania, ruled by a party which has total control over all its citizens. The all-powerful bureaucrats include Winston Smith (John Hurt), rewriting history in one of the departments. But when he commits the crime of falling in love with Julia (Suzanna Hamilton), the young couple know they have to outwit Big Brother's monitoring devices as well as sinister government enforcer O’Brien (Richard Burton).

Richard Burton’s last movie is a fine memorial to the great Welsh-born actor, who died on 5th August 1984 from a cerebral haemorrhage at his home in Céligny, Geneva, aged just 58. Burton was actually fourth choice for his role after Paul Scofield, Sean Connery and Anthony Hopkins.  Beset by personal problems, Burton frequently had trouble remembering his lines and sometimes had to film a scene dozens of times before he could get it right, but the result is mesmerising.

WEDNESDAY 10TH FEBRUARY
15:00     The Loneliness of the Long Distance Runner | 1962

              d: Tony Richardson

              s: Tom Courtenay, Michael Redgrave, Alec McCowen, James Bowlam

Also showing on TCM 2 at 21:00
When Nottingham teenagers Colin (Tom Courtenay) and Mike (James Bolam) are convicted of petty theft they are sent to borstal, where Colin’s prowess as a cross-country runner comes to the fore and is seized on by the governor (Michael Redgrave) to be mobilised in the name of the institution. But as a clash with a rival school looms, Smith is determined to run his own race, knowing that it is better to fail than to succeed...as long as you have chosen to fail. 

Film historians see this gritty drama shot in black and white as a milestone in the rise of the 'angry young man' in British cinema. Courtney's bloody-minded teen – a brilliant portrayal that made him an international star among discerning cinemagoers - defines the struggle of the period between the decaying class system and the consumer-led rise of the working class. Bleak, sparse and profoundly moving, this powerful film is perhaps Tony Richardson’s finest work
21:00     Heaven’s Gate | 1980

            d: Michael Cimino

            s: Kris Kristofferson, Christopher Walken,  John Hurt, Isabelle Huppert

In 1890s Wyoming, sheriff James Averill  (Kris Kristofferson) bids to protect immigrant farmers from wealthy cattle interests and also clashes with a hired gun, Nathan Champion (Christopher Walken), over the woman they both love, Ella Watson (Isabelle Huppert). Both men find themselves questioning their roles in the furious conflict between wealthy landowners and European immigrants attempting to build new lives on the American frontier, which culminates in a brutal pitched battle.

A spectacular film with a top-flight cast and a powerful story, Heaven’s Gate nonetheless became a financial mega-disaster. United Artists had given the project to Michael Cimino after he steered The Deer Hunter (1978) to five Academy awards and worldwide critical and commercial success. But the film went over budget almost immediately, mostly due to Cimino's insistence on perfectionism. The film ballooned to a then-astronomical sum of $40 million and nearly caused UA to file bankruptcy.


FRIDAY 12TH FEBRUARY
21:00    The Taking of Pelham One Two Three | 1974

             d: Joseph Sargent

             s: Robert Shaw, Walter Matthau, Martin Balsam

This gripping thriller sees New York subway train Pelham 1-2-3 hijacked by four murderous gunmen using colour codenames. Led by an ex-British Army soldier (Robert Shaw) they hold the passengers and conductor hostage halfway between stations, demanding a huge ransom backed up by the threat of   executing their captives.  It’s down to a laconic transit policeman (Walter Matthau) back in the control room to save the hostages through clever bargaining.

The Transit Authority of New York at first refused to allow the film to be shot on its turf fearing it would lead to a copycat crime. But they were up against associate producer Stephen Kesten’s insistence that no other city's subway could credibly be used. The Transit Authority finally relented after Mayor John Lindsay intervened, but they made United Artists purchase anti-hijacking insurance at a cost of $75,000 and hand over $275,000 for the use of the subway.
SATURDAY 13TH FEBRUARY
21:00      Mr Holland's Opus | (1995) 
               d: Stephen Herek

               s: Richard Dreyfuss, Glenne Headly, Olympia Dukakis, William H Macy
Gifted musician Glenn Holland (Richard Dreyfuss) takes up a teaching post at a high school dreaming all the while of composing a great musical work. When he learns that his son is deaf he is heartbroken but tries to develop a relationship with him as the youngster grows up. The cancellation of the music programme at his school after he has taught there for 30 years forces him to reflect on what, if anything, his life has amounted to and what his legacy will be.

Adding authenticity to this poignant drama, everyone portraying a deaf person in the movie was deaf in real life. Acker Bilk’s haunting clarinet number Stranger on the Shore figures prominently in the music. Composer Michael Kamen was so inspired by the story that he started a non-profit organisation dedicated to providing musical instruments to underprivileged students. Richard Dreyfuss’s impressive performance earned him an Oscar® nomination for best actor at the 1995 awards.

FRIDAY 19TH FEBRUARY
21:00    Manhattan│1979
d: Woody Allen

s: Woody Allen, Diane Keaton

Neurotic TV comedy writer Isaac Davies (Woody Allen) is having a relationship with 17-year-old high school student Tracy (Mariel Hemingway), but it does not bode well. Isaac is already divorced from Jill (Meryl Streep), now living as a lesbian and about to publish a lurid book lifting the lid on their marriage. Meanwhile Tracy adores Isaac, but he doesn’t appreciate her. Elsewhere, Isaac’s best friend Yale (Michael Murphy) is married to Emily (Anne Byrne Hoffman) but also has a mistress, Mary (Diane Keaton).

This is classic Woody Allen territory making full use of his genius to find comedy in bizarre characters and situations. But he disliked his work so much he offered to direct another film for United Artists and waive his fee if they kept Manhattan out of the cinemas. According to another anecdote, a real-life high school sweetheart of Allen inspired the character of Tracy. The critics loved the script and cinematography, enthusing over the movie’s portrayal of people looking for love or holding on to it.

SATURDAY 20TH FEBRUARY

21:00      Stigmata | (1999)
               d: Rupert Wainwright

               s: Patricia Arquette, Gabriel Byrne, Jonathan Pryce

The Vatican dispatches a priest to a small town in Brazil to investigate extraordinary claims about a church where statues apparently bleed from the eyes. Thousands of miles to the north in New York meanwhile, a young American begins to show signs of stigmata, ‘the wounds of Christ’. With doctors convinced it is a suicide bid, the priest makes contact with her as the bizarre condition gradually takes hold. Amid her suffering, the priest grapples to make sense of it all.

Adapted by Tom Lazarus from his own story, Stigmata controversially explores the inner workings of the Roman Catholic Church and is notable for its outstanding special effects. When for example audiences see inserts of the crucifixion while Frankie (Patricia Arquette) endures stigmata, the arms being nailed are rubber ones with wires that make the fingers move slightly.  Meanwhile the body of Almeida in the coffin was a wax dummy made in Los Angeles and shipped to the filming location.  
FRIDAY 26TH FEBRUARY
21:00    Rollerball | (1975)
            d: Norman Jewison

            s: James Caan, John Houseman, Maud Adams, John Beck

By 2018, crime and wars no longer blight the earth. Big business now runs everything and aggression is channelled through Rollerball, an ultra-violent game in which teams representing various areas compete. The defending champions led by determined ten-year veteran Johnathan E (James Caan) are looking to retain their position. But trouble looms when sinister corporate chief Bartholomew (John Houseman) says he wants Johnathan to retire, even though he‘s the most respected athlete around. 

The game sequences were filmed in the Olympic Basketball Arena in Munich, with local people doubling as spectators. Norman Jewison intended the movie to be anti-violence so he was horrified when audiences loved the action shots so much that there were attempts to form rollerball leagues in real life. Off-set, Rollerball was also a hit with the cast, extras, and stunt personnel who played it between takes. Amazingly, perhaps, no-one died during the filming of any of the stunts.

SATURDAY 28TH FEBRUARY

21:00    Little Man Tate | (1991) 

             d: Jodie Foster

             s: Jodie Foster, Dianne Wiest, Harry Connick Jr, David Hyde Pierce

When lone parent Dede (Jodie Foster) discovers that her son Fred (Adam Hann-Byrd) is intellectually gifted she makes up her mind to ensure he will not be exploited.  All the while seven-year-old Fred is still just a boy who wants to fit in at school and have friends. Tensions rise when educational psychologist Jane Grierson (Dianne Wiest) takes an interest in Fred, believing his intelligence must be nurtured even if it means enrolling him into a university full of young adults.

Jodie Foster's directorial film debut is a fine drama that stays in the memory for days afterwards, but she nearly didn’t make it all – she replaced Joe Dante who left over creative differences. She asked David Hyde Pierce, star of hit TV sitcom Frasier, to appear in the film as Garth Emmerick after remembering him from Yale University, which both had attended. Most school scenes were filmed at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, with a fraternity house doubling as the office of Jane Grierson (Dianne Wiest).
 CNN’S THE SCREENING ROOM 
Myleene Klass goes back in time as she visits the British Film Institute National Archives and meets the team who hunt, rescue and preserve hidden gems. From Charlie Chaplin shorts to Sergio Leone's spaghetti westerns this month The Screening Room focuses on film restoration and even heads to the Restoration Film Festival in Italy. 
The Screening Room gets the low down on the World Cinema Foundation, the organisation set up by Martin Scorsese is dedicated to film restoration on a global scale. We speak with some of the renowned film makers recruited to Scorsese's cause - Brazilian Director Walter Salles, outspoken Serb film maker Emir Kusturica, Palestinian writer/director Elia Suleiman and Iranian auteur Abbas Kiarostami.
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TCM (Turner Classic Movies) is a 24-hour film channel that launched in the US in 1994 and in the UK, Europe, the Middle East and Africa in 1999 as part of the Time Warner group. TCM gives viewers the opportunity to escape to a world of film and enjoy a vast range of unforgettable movies from all genres. Broadening the cinematic experience, viewers can enhance their enjoyment of the world’s most popular art form with exclusive documentaries, interviews with Hollywood insiders and a front row seat at global film events. It is available via cable, satellite and digital terrestrial throughout Europe, Africa and the Middle East in eight regional versions in thirteen languages: English, Danish, Dutch, French, Greek, Hebrew, Polish, Spanish, German, Hungarian, Romanian, Norwegian and Swedish.
In the UK TCM can be found on SKY 317; Virgin TV 419; Top Up TV Anytime. 

TCM 2 can be found on SKY 318. 
For information on TCM see www.tcmonline.co.uk
For press releases/schedules/images see www.europe.turnerInfo.com 

For more information please contact: 

Catherine Hayes 
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7693 0648
Email: catherine.hayes@turner.com    
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