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FEBRUARY 2011 – UK HIGHLIGHTS

TCM’s entire output from 15:00 daily is on TCM 2 from 20:00 onwards.

The following document includes highlights for both TCM and TCM 2.


SUPERHEROES WEEK
Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No, it’s TCM’s seven-day tribute to the men (and women) in tights who use their superhuman powers to vanquish bad guys everywhere. Featuring triple bills of Batman and Superman movies plus The Phantom with super-cool Billy Zane and Catwoman starring the sensational Halle Berry.
Screening Monday 7th – Sunday 13th February

AWARDS WEEKEND

As Hollywood rolls out the red carpet for the 83rd Academy Awards®, TCM offers a superb series of Oscar®-winning films from past years. Shown back-to-back over the weekend of the ceremony, they include the ten-Oscar® blockbuster Gone With the Wind, Giant with James Dean’s final film appearance and Terms of Endearment starring Jack Nicholson.
Screening on Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th February from 07:35

VALENTINE’S DAY
On the most romantic day of the year, TCM plays Cupid with six films guaranteed to tug at the heartstrings. Shown one after the other from 12:15 to 23:00, they include Green Dolphin Street with Lana Turner and Donna Reed; The Wedding Singer with Adam Sandler and Drew Barrymore and The Bodyguard starring Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston.
Screening on Monday 14th February from 12:15
TCM RECOMMENDS...   

Michael Douglas as a deranged office worker in Joel Schumacher’s Falling Down on 5th February; My Own Private Idaho starring street hustlers Keanu Reeves and River Phoenix on 17th February; LA crime drama Narc starring Ray Liotta and Jason Patric on 19th February and Roman Polanski’s Paris-based thriller Frantic with Harrison Ford on 25th February
Showing on various dates throughout February    

TCM CHANNEL INFORMATION AND CONTACTS
  

IT’S THRILLS TO THE FORE AS TCM SALUTES THE SUPERHEROES IN A SIZZLING SEVEN-DAY SHOWCASE
When Superman burst upon the world in 1938 he launched a whole new genre of caped crimebusters whose heroic exploits filled comic books worldwide. Now TCM salutes the Man of Steel and his crusading compatriots with an out-of-this-world movie showcase. 
Superheroes Week gets under way on Monday 7th February with Tim Burton’s Batman starring Michael Keaton in the title role and Jack Nicholson as The Joker. Keaton is back in Batman Returns with Danny DeVito as The Penguin on Tuesday 8th February, while Gotham City makes way for New York on Wednesday 9th February and The Phantom starring Billy Zane in a sinister tale of skulduggery. Batman Begins on Thursday 10th February has Christian Bale starring opposite Liam Neeson and Tom Wilkinson, and on Friday 11th February Halle Berry springs into action as Catwoman alongside Benjamin Bratt and Sharon Stone. The season ends with three terrific adventures starring the late Christopher Reeve - Superman on Saturday 12th February and Superman ll and Superman lll on Sunday 13th February. All films screen at 21:00 except for Superman ll which goes out at 19:00.
February is Oscars® month and in honour of the 83rd Academy Awards® Sat 26th and Sun 27th February are reserved for some of the worthiest winners of previous years. Shown back-to-back running up to the ceremony, Awards Weekend includes such favourites as ten-Oscar® blockbuster Gone With the Wind and Giant, 24-year-old James Dean’s last film before his tragic death in a car crash, on the Saturday. Among Sunday’s offerings are George Cukor’s magical musical My Fair Lady with Rex Harrison and Audrey Hepburn, David Lean’s sweeping masterpiece Dr Zhivago starring Omar Sharif and Julie Christie, Reds,  Warren Beatty’s passionate true-life drama centred on the Russian Revolution and romantic comedy Terms of Endearment with Jack Nicholson,  Debra Winger and Shirley Maclaine
Meanwhile have handkerchiefs at the ready on 14th February for six romantic classics showing one after the other in Valentine’s Day. They start at 12:15 with Green Dolphin Street starring Lana Turner and Van Heflin, followed at 15:00 by ’Til There Was You with Jeanne Tripplehorn and Dylan McDermott and at 17:10 by Ask Any Girl starring David Niven and Shirley MacLaine. Tortilla Soup with Jacqueline Obradors screens at 19:00, The Wedding Singer starring Adam Sandler and Drew Barrymore at 21:00 and The Bodyguard with Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston at 23:00.
Finally, February’s must-see movies in the TCM Recommends... slot are Joel Schumacher’s tense drama Falling Down with Michael Douglas on 5th February, poignant road movie My Own Private Idaho starring Keanu Reeves and River Phoenix on 17th February, LA murder mystery Narc starring Ray Liotta and Jason Patric on 19th February and Roman Polanski’s gripping thriller Frantic with Harrison Ford on 25th February
SUPERHEROES WEEK

MONDAY 7th – SUNDAY 13th FEBRUARY
MONDAY 7TH FEBRUARY
21:00     Batman | 1989
             d: Tim Burton
             s: Michael Keaton, Jack Nicholson, Jack Palance, Kim Basinger

In smoke-blackened Gotham City, mobster Carl Grisson (Jack Palance) tries to kill and double-cross his sidekick Jack Napier (Jack Nicholson), when Batman (Michael Keaton) steps in to help.  Napier returns as The Joker bent on revenge for his gruesome looks.  He begins a reign of terror and Batman must help save Gotham’s citizens while shielding his identity from troublesome photographer Vicki Vale (Kim Basinger).  

Subversive as ever, Tim Burton puts his own stamp on the famous comic series shunning the campness of the 60s TV series while capturing neo-noir 1940s Gotham City with touches of black humour and lots of action. Batman became a major blockbuster, spawning three sequels.  Kim Basinger got the part of Vicki Vale after Sean Young broke her collarbone on the set.

TUESDAY 8TH FEBRUARY

21:00    Batman Returns |1992

d: Tim Burton

s: Michael Keaton, Michelle Pfeiffer, Christopher Walken, Danny DeVito

Power-crazed businessman Max Shreck (Christopher Walken) wants to control Gotham City by getting his deranged friend, The Penguin (Danny DeVito), to run for mayor.  Only Batman (Michael Keaton) can save the city if he can overcome the added problem of Serena (Michelle Pfeiffer), a secretary who has dramatically morphed into Catwoman, a formidable adversary with her own motives.

Annette Bening had originally been cast as Catwoman but fell pregnant before filming and Sean Young, evidently desperate for the role, turned up in full costume during pre-production in the hope of being cast but to no avail.  Make-up and special effects were key parts of the project, which was surrounded by so much secrecy that cast members were not allowed to discuss it with their families.
WEDNESDAY 9TH FEBRUARY

21:00    The Phantom | 1996

             d: Simon Wincer

             s: Billy Zane, Catherine Zeta-Jones,  Kristy Swanson
Deep in Africa, the Phantom - alias ‘The Ghost who Walks’ because he has survived for 400 years - lives in Skull Cave commanding respect from his tribal neighbours. He leaps into action when a crime baron in New York, Xander Drax, orders his henchmen to steal three mystical skulls which give dark powers to whoever possesses them. The Phantom acts to thwart his efforts, aware the world faces a desperate crisis.
Adapted from the hit comic book series, this movie presented a daunting physical challenge to Billy Zane in the title role. He lifted weights for over a year in the run-up to filming knowing The Phantom was renowned for his muscular physique. A Batman-like costume with fake muscles was specially made for him, but by the time filming started Zane was in such good condition that he did not need it. 
THURSDAY 10TH FEBRUARY

21:00     Batman Begins | 2005

             d: Christopher Nolan

             s: Christian Bale, Michael Caine, Liam Neeson
After witnessing the brutal murder of his parents, young Bruce Wayne (Christian Bale) grows up vowing to avenge them.  He returns from exile in the Far East to find his home town, Gotham City, over-run by brutal criminals such as mafia don Falcone (Tom Wilkinson) and twisted doctor-drug dealer Jonathan 'The Scarecrow' Crane (Cillian Murphy).  Donning an armoured suit, Wayne assumes an alter-ego – Batman, scourge of criminals everywhere.
Christian Bale beat off competition from seven other actors for the role of Batman - Joshua Jackson, Eion Bailey, Hugh Dancy, Billy Crudup, Cillian Murphy, Henry Cavill and Jake Gyllenhaal. Bale, who is British, was careful to speak with an American accent in promotional interviews explaining that Batman was a US institution and he did not want to confuse moviegoers.
FRIDAY 11TH FEBRUARY

21:00     Catwoman | 2004

              d: Pitof
              s: Halle Berry, Benjamin Bratt, Sharon Stone, Lambert Wilson

Shy graphic designer Patience Philips plunges headlong into a corporate conspiracy when she stumbles across a dark secret at her workplace. Then her life changes forever when she assumes amazing new powers that give her the sleek agility and ultra-keen senses of a cat. As Catwoman, she's dangerous, elusive and untamed. Amidst all this she develops a relationship with Tom Lone, a cop determined to track down Catwoman.

A total of 43 cats were trained for the film and Halle Berry adopted one of them afterwards, an orange and white specimen named Play Dough. Inevitably, she was given the nickname ‘The Halle Cat’ by cast and crew during filming. It turned out to be a particularly gruelling shoot and she even ended up in hospital on one occasion after an on-set accident. She also spent a week learning the correct way of cracking a whip.

SATURDAY 12TH FEBRUARY

21:00     Superman │1978

 d: Richard Donner

 s: Christopher Reeve, Gene Hackman, Glenn Ford, Marlon Brando

In this thrilling adaptation of the much-loved comic book series, Superboy is adopted by the Kents (Glenn Ford and Phyllis Thaxter) who name him Clark. The mild-mannered boy gradually becomes aware of his superhuman powers and makes up his mind to use them for the benefit of mankind. Later, as a reporter at The Daily Planet, he struggles to conceal his true identity while battling to thwart criminal mastermind Lex Luthor (Gene Hackman).

Bestselling author Mario Puzo, who wrote The Godfather, penned the screenplay and triumphantly retains the appeal of the original comic book.  Good-looking and muscular, Christopher Reeve based his portrayal of Clark Kent on Cary Grant’s character in Bringing Up Baby (1938). Tragically Reeve would soon suffer catastrophic injuries in a horse-riding accident and be confined to a wheelchair for many years.
SUNDAY 13TH FEBRUARY
19:00     Superman II | 1980
               d: Richard Lester

               s: Christopher Reeve, Gene Hackman, Terence Stamp, Margot Kidder 

A nuclear explosion shatters the Phantom Zone, the eternal prison of three outcasts from Superman's home planet Krypton. They are the traitorous head of Krypton's military forces, General Zod (Terence Stamp), the man-hating Ursa (Sarah Douglas) and the brutish Non (Jack O'Halloran). They head for Earth planning to take it using their super powers but they’re up against the Man of Steel – Superman (Christopher Reeves).

Richard Lester, an American expat living in England whose directing credits included The Beatles movies’ A Hard Day’s Night and Help!, maintained he had never heard of the Superman character before being hired as director. Apparently comics had not been allowed in his house when he was a child. The movie was voted 1982’s Best Science Fiction Film by the US Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy and Horror Films.
21:00     Superman lll | 1983

              d: Richard Lester

              s: Christopher Reeve, Richard Pryor, Annette O’Toole

Under the manipulation of millionaire magnate Ross Webster (Robert Vaughn), computer wiz Gus Gorman (Richard Pryor) creates a form of Kryptonite that gives an evil side to the Man of Steel. It falls to Superman’s alter ego, mild-mannered newspaperman Clark Kent, to defeat this hideous transformation. Meanwhile Kent is distracted by the beautiful Lana Lang (Annette O' Toole), his childhood sweetheart, when he attends a high school reunion in Smallville.

The original title was to be Superman vs Superman but the producers of another movie, Kramer vs Kramer, threatened a lawsuit over the similarity. The matter was quietly dropped when it was realised that Superman III would be a more sensible title anyway. This was the first Superman movie for which Reeve earned top billing – in the previous two he had trailed Marlon Brando and Gene Hackman respectively.
AWARDS WEEKEND – 26TH AND 27 FEBRUARY
A selection of past favourites with their nominations and wins

SATURDAY 26TH FEBRUARY

 07.35        How the West Was Won | 1962

                  d: John Ford                 

                  s: John Wayne, Henry Fonda, Gregory Peck, James Stewart

5 Nominations: Best Colour Set Decoration (George W Davis, William Ferrari, Addison Hehr, Henry Grace, Don 
Greenwood  Jr, Jack MIlls); Best Colour Cinematography (William H Daniels, Milton R Krasner, Charles Lang, Joseph LaShelle); Best Colour Costume Design (Walter Plunkett); Best Music (Alfred Newman, Ken Darby); Best Picture (Bernard Smith)
3 WINS: Best Film Editing (Harold F Kress); Best Sound (Franklin Milton); Best Screenplay (James R Webb) 

The experiences of four generations of a pioneering US family are explored in this sweeping epic set against a backdrop of Civil War and hardship.  Narrated by Spencer Tracy, the movie is set amid magnificent scenery with a cast boasting such A-list stars as Gregory Peck, James Stewart, Henry Fonda, John Wayne, Debbie Reynolds, Karl Malden, George Peppard and Eli Wallach. 

Filmed at a time when America was bursting with patriotism under its youthful president John F Kennedy, the film took years of preparation and research as it tackled its huge subject. No expense was spared on cast or props - for example, most of the bison in the US were rounded up to create the devastating buffalo stampede sequence. Shrewd businessman Bing Crosby bought the rights for the film.
10.45     Gone with the Wind |1939

 d: Victor Fleming

 s: Vivien Leigh, Clark Gable, Leslie Howard, Olivia de Havilland
5 Nominations: Best Actor (Clark Gable); Best Supporting Actress (Olivia de Havilland); Best Special Effects
 (Jack Cosgrove, Fred Albin, Arthur Johns); Best Music, Original Score (Max Steiner); Best Sound Recording 
(Thomas T Moulton)
10 WINS: Best Actress (Vivien Leigh); Best Supporting Actress (Hattie McDaniel); Best Art Direction (Lyle R 
Wheeler); Best Cinematography, Colour (Ernest Haller, Ray Rennahan); Best Director (Victor Fleming); Best 
Film Editing  (Hal C Kern, James E Newcom); Best Picture (David O Selznick); Best Screenplay (Sidney Howard); 
Technical Achievement Award (Don Musgrave); Honorary Award (William Cameron Menzies).
As war clouds gather ominously around America’s Deep South, scheming Scarlett O’Hara (Vivien Leigh) falls in love with wealthy dreamer Ashley (Leslie Howard) who is about to marry her cousin Melanie (Olivia de Havilland).  With the outbreak of war between Unionist and Confederate forces, Scarlett is forced to leave her beloved home, Tara, and when she can’t have Ashley, she marries rough diamond Rhett Butler (Clark Gable).

Adapting the film from Margaret Mitchell’s bestseller, the producers took two years searching for the right Scarlett O’Hara, finally plucking Vivien Leigh from more than 2,000 contenders including Joan Crawford, Bette Davis and Carole Lombard. With its epic grandeur Gone With the Wind exerts a timeless fascination and to this day remains the most commercially successful film of all time.

15.00    Giant | 1956

             d: George Stevens

             s: James Dean, Rock Hudson, Elizabeth Taylor, Mercedes McCambridge

Also showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

9 Nominations: Best Actor (James Dean and Rock Hudson); Best Supporting Actress (Mercedes McCambridge); Best Art Direction-Set Decoration, Colour (Boris Leven, Ralph S. Hurst); Best Costume Design, Colour (Moss Mabry, Marjorie Best); Best Film Editing (William Hornbeck, Philip W. Anderson, Fred Bohanan); Best Music, Scoring of a Dramatic or Comedy Picture (Dimitri Tiomkin); Best Picture (George Stevens, Henry Ginsberg); Best Writing, Best Screenplay - Adapted (Fred Guiol, Ivan Moffat)

1 WIN: Best Director (George Stevens)
Wealthy Texan rancher Bick Benedict (Rock Hudson) heads for Maryland to find a horse but ends up with a wife – the vivacious Leslie (Elizabeth Taylor). They set up home amid the plains of Reata, his sprawling ranch covering half a million acres. Leslie sets about making changes, earning hostility from Bick’s sister Luz (Mercedes McCambridge), while handsome ranch hand Jett Rink (James Dean) proves an unsettling presence...
Above all else, Giant is remembered as the last film of James Dean, who died in a car crash at just 24 amid a huge national outpouring of grief as the movie was being wrapped up.  His performance led him to be nominated for a posthumous Best Actor Oscar® at the 1957 Academy Awards®. Giant turned out to be the highest grossing film in Warner Bros history until the release of Superman (1978). 
18.55     Casablanca│1942

d: Michael Curtiz

s: Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman, Claude Rains
5 Nominations: Best Actor (Humphrey Bogart); Best Supporting Actor (Claude Rains); Best Black and White Cinematography (Arthur Edison); Best Film Editing (Owen Marks); Best Scoring of a Dramatic Picture (Max Steiner).
3 WINS: Best Director (Michael Curtiz); Best Picture (Hal B Wallis); Best Screenplay (Julius J Epstein, Philip G Epstein, Howard Koch).
With Hitler exultant after conquering wide swathes of Europe, the North African city of Casablanca is a melting pot of triumphant Germans and refugees from their tyranny. Those who seek an escape to the West turn to bar owner Rick Blaine (Humphrey Bogart), who, despite his outward cynicism, does his best to help them.  His life is turned upside down with the arrival of his former lover, Ilsa (Ingrid Bergman) and her husband Victor (Paul Heinreid).

Consistently voted best film in viewers’ polls, Casablanca spawned a hit song – As Time Goes By – as well as several memorable catchphrases, including ‘Play it Again Sam’ and ‘Here’s Looking At You, Kid’. For the poised and beautiful Bergman, still only 27, there was an odd dilemma during filming:  she was never sure who her character was in love with. But the chemistry between her and Bogie, 15 years her senior, is unmistakable.

21:00    Goodfellas | 1990

d: Martin Scorsese

s: Robert De Niro, Ray Liotta, Joe Pesci, Paul Sorvino, Lorraine Bracco

5 Nominations: Best Screenplay Based on Material from Another Medium (Nicholas Pileggi and Martin Scorsese);

Best Picture (Irwin Winkler); Best Editing (Thelma Schoonmaker); Best Director (Martin Scorsese)
1 WIN: Best Supporting Actor (Joe Pesci)
In 1980s New Jersey, Irish-Italian Henry Hill (Ray Liotta) fulfils his childhood dream of being accepted into a group of gangsters.  Jimmy (Robert De Niro) and Tommy (Joe Pesci) are the guys he looks up to despite the fact they are cold-blooded killers.  But whether Hill is really the ‘wise guy’ he wants to be is for ‘godfather’ Paulie (Paul Sorvino) to decide, and as events unfold Henry has to battle with his conscience over where his loyalties truly lie.

Based on a novel inspired by the true life story of Henry Hill, Wiseguy, by Nicholas Pileggi, the film had to be renamed to avoid confusion with another film, Wiseguy, released in 1987.  Martin Scorsese cast both his parents, Charles and Catherine, in cameo roles in the film.  Allegedly, the real Jimmy Burke was so happy to be played by De Niro that he phoned him from prison and congratulated him.
23:50     Unforgiven│1992

d: Clint Eastwood

s: Clint Eastwood ,Gene Hackman, Morgan Freeman

5 Nominations: Best Actor (Clint Eastwood); Best Set Decoration (Henry Bumstead, Janice Blackie-Goodine); Best Cinematography (Jack N Green); Best Sound (Les Fresholtz, Vern Poore, Rick Alexander, Rob Young); Best Screenplay Written Directly for the Screen (David Webb Peoples)
4 WINS: Best Director (Clint Eastwood); Best Picture (Clint Eastwood); Best Supporting Actor (Gene Hackman); Best Film Editing (Joel Cox)
William Munny (Clint Eastwood) was once a hired gun and now makes his living from the land. But he picks up his revolver once more when he’s offered the chance to earn money settling a score between a group of prostitutes and some vicious cowpokes.  Munny joins Ned (Morgan Freeman) and The Schofield Kid (Jaimz Woolvet), but they’re about to come up against sheriff Little Bill (Gene Hackman) – who doesn’t want them on hjs patch.

Life was cheap in the Wild West, as Unforgiven graphically demonstrates with its high body count and relentless violence. Watching Gene Hackman delivering a beating to Richard Harris, playing a bad hat called English Bob, makes you want to rush to the medicine cabinet and search out the sticking plasters. Many critics judged it Eastwood’s best work, and it duly became only the third western to win a Best Picture Oscar®.

SUNDAY 26TH FEBRUARY
07:25    Calamity Jane | 1953

             d: David Butler

             s: Doris Day, Howard Keel, Allyn Ann McLerie

2 Nominations: Best Music, Scoring of a Musical Picture (Ray Heindorf); Best Sound, Recording  (William A Mueller)
1 WIN: Best Music, Original Song (Sammy Fain, music, and Paul Francis Webster, lyrics, for Secret Love)

Way out west, disaster looms when the Deadwood saloonkeeper unsuccessfully tries to pass off a man in drag as the attractive New York actress he promised to bring to the glamour-starved wilderness. Tomboy Jane undertakes to go to "Chicagee" and return with an actress known throughout the country for her portrait on cigarette cards. Meanwhile Jane finds herself increasingly attracted to handsome lawman Wild Bill Hickok (Howard Keel).

Sammy Fain's and Paul Francis Webster's score for Calamity Jane provides Doris with one of her best-known numbers, Secret Love, which topped the US charts and won the Oscar® for Best Song of 1953. The part of Calamity Jane remained Doris Day’s favourite out of all the 39 movies she made. Her exuberant performance is what makes Calamity Jane one of the best musicals of the 1950s.

09:20     Gigi |1958
             d: Vincente Minnelli

             s: Leslie Caron, Maurice Chevalier, Louis Jourdan, Hermione Gingold
                                                9 WINS: Best Set Decoration (William A Horning, E Preston Ames, Henry Grace, F Yeogh Gleason); Best Colour Cinematography (Joseph Ruttenberg); Best Costume Design (Cecil Beaton); Best Director (Vincente Minnelli); Best Film Editing (Adrienne Fazan); Best Original Song (Frderick Loewe, Alan Jay Lerner); Best Scoring of a Musical Picture (Andre Previn); Best Picture (Arthur Freed); Best Screenplay Based on Material from Another Medium (Alan Jay Lerner)
In fin-de-siècle Paris, Gigi’s grandmother Madame Alvarez (Hermione Gingold) and Aunt Alicia (Isabel Jeans) are training her in the ways of a beautiful courtesan. But when Honoré Lachaille (Maurice Chevalier) introduces his wealthy womanising nephew, Gaston (Louis Jourdan) to them, the relationship between Gaston and Gigi (Leslie Caron) turns worryingly serious.
Leslie Caron got her big break because Audrey Hepburn - who’d played Gigi on Broadway and was tipped to portray her in the film – was busy shooting Funny Face (1957).  Gigi duly proved a sensation, scooping all nine nominated Oscars®. Magical, effervescent and enchanting, the movie features such evergreen numbers as The Night They Invented Champagne and Thank Heavens For Little Girls.
11:40     My Fair Lady | 1964

             d: George Cukor

             s: Audrey Hepburn, Rex Harrison, Stanley Holloway, Wilfrid Hyde-White

4 Nominations: Best Supporting Actor (Stanley Holloway); Best Supporting Actress (Gladys Cooper); Best Film Editing (William H Ziegler); Best Writing, Screenplay Based on Material From Another Medium (Alan Jay Lerner).
8WINS: Best Actor (Rex Harrison); Best Art Direction (Gene Allen, Cecil Beaton, George James Hopkins); Best Cinematography, Colour (Harry Stradling  Sr); Best Costume Design, Colour (Cecil Beaton); Best Director (George Cukor); Best Music, Scoring (André Previn); Best Picture (Jack L Warner); Best Sound (George Groves).
In a chance encounter in Covent Garden, speech professor Henry Higgins (Rex Harrison) comes across cockney flower seller Eliza Doolittle (Audrey Hepburn). Intrigued by the 'deliciously low and horribly dirty' Eliza, Higgins vows to transform her into an elegant lady. An intensive makeover of Eliza's speech, manners and dress begins in preparation for her appearance at the Embassy Ball, but Higgins may have taken on more than he imagined...

My Fair Lady consistently tops the polls as the best musical of all time - and only the churlish would disagree. Cukor’s classy and elegant adaptation of George Bernard Shaw’s play Pygmalion is packed with unforgettable numbers such as I Could Have Danced All Night, The Rain In Spain and Get Me To The Church on Time. Audrey Hepburn’s signing was dubbed by Marni Nixon but you would never guess it.
15:00     East of Eden | 1955

              d: Elia Kazan

              s: James Dean, Raymond Massey, Julie Harris
Also showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

3 Nominations: Best Actor (James Dean); Best Director (Elia Kazan); Best Screenplay (Paul Osborn)
1 WIN: Best Supporting Actress (Jo Van Fleet)
While World War One rages, a human drama on a smaller scale plays out in California’s Salinas Valley where Cal Trask (James Dean) feels he is forced to compete with brother Aron (Richard Davalos) for the affection of their father, Bible-toting lettuce farmer Adam (Raymond Massey).  With the arrival of attractive Abra (Julie Harris) they find themselves in conflict once more but Cal is about to learn something devastating about his mother (Jo van Fleet)…

Based on John Steinbeck’s novel reworking the Biblical story of Cain and Abel, East of Eden was James Dean’s first screen role and turned out to be the only one of the three films he made as male lead that would be released in his lifetime. Other contenders for the role included Paul Newman, Marlon Brando and Montgomery Clift, but the choice of Dean to play Cal Trask was vindicated when Steinbeck saw him on set and said: "Jesus Christ, he IS Cal!"
17:15     Doctor Zhivago│1965
d: David Lean

s: Julie Christie, Omar Sharif, Rod Steiger, Alec Guinness

5 Nominations: Best Supporting Actor (Tom Courtenay); Best Director (David Lean); Best Film Editing (Norman Savage); Best Picture (Carlo Ponti); Best Sound (AW Watkins and Frankie Milton)

5 WINS: Best Colour Set Decoration (John Box, Terence Marsh, Dario Simoni); Best Colour Cinematography (Freddie Young); Best Costume Design (Phyllis Dalton); Best Music Score (Maurice Jarre); Best Screenplay Based on Material From Another Medium (Robert Bolt)
A tiny elite rules Russia while tens of millions are mired in desperate poverty. As revolution threatens, surgeon-poet Yury Zhivago juggles his own problems – he’s married to a woman from his own privileged background but finds himself increasingly drawn to the beautiful and mysterious Lara. The story follows Zhivago’s tortuous journey as a doctor, husband and lover as war ravages his homeland and the masses finally rise up against their oppressors.

David Lean brings together sweeping cinematography, a haunting score and richly-drawn characters in this majestic love story. Filmed on location in Spain and Finland after the USSR refused co-operation, Dr Zhivago turned Julie Christie into an international star and confirmed the box office bankability of Omar Sharif, who’d already melted legions of female hearts in Lawrence of Arabia, also directed by Lean. 
21:00
Terms of Endearment | 1983


d: James L Brooks


s: Shirley MacLaine, Debra Winger, Jack Nicholson

5 wins: Best Supporting Actor (Jack Nicholson), Best Actress (Shirley Maclaine), Best Picture (James L Brooks), Best Director (James L Brooks) Best Screenplay (James L Brooks)
6 Nominations: Best Supporting Actor (John Lithgow) Best Actress (Debra Winger), Best Art Direction, Best Film Editing (Richard Marks) Best Music (Michael Gore), best Sound.

Aurora and Emma are mother and daughter. Beginning with Emma's marriage, Aurora shows how difficult and loving she can be. The movie covers several years of their lives as each finds different reasons to go on living and find joy. Aurora's interludes with Garrett Breedlove, retired astronaut and next door neighbour are quite striking. In the end, different people show their love in very different ways.

23:30     Reds | 1981

               d: Warren Beatty

               s: Warren Beatty, Diane Keaton, Edward Herrmann, Jack Nicholson

9 Nominations: Best Actor (Warren Beatty); Best Supporting Actor (Jack Nicholson); Best Actress (Diane Keaton); Best Art Direction (Richard Sylbert, Michael Seirton); Best Costume Design (Shirley Russell); Best Film Editing (Dede Allen, Craig McKay); Best Picture (Warren Beatty); Best Sound (Dick Vorisek, Tom Fleischman, Simon Kaye); Best Writing, Screenplay Written Directly for the Screen: (Warren Beatty, Trevor Griffiths)
3 WINS: Best Supporting Actress (Maureen Stapleton); Best Cinematography (Vittorio Storaro); Best Director (Warren Beatty).
American writers John Reed and Louise Bryant fall in love amid the turmoil of World War I and the upheaval of the Russian Revolution. Witnessing the revolution at first hand and immortalising it in his book Ten Days That Shook The World, Reed crusades to bring its spirit and idealism to the United States. His struggles bring him into contact with playwright Eugene O’Neill (Jack Nicholson) and anarchist activist Emma Goldman (Maureen Stapleton).

Warren Beatty, well known in Hollywood for his left-wing views, believed passionately in bringing this story to the screen. He had asked his long-time love Julie Christie to play Louise Bryant but at the last moment she decided against, insisting it should be taken by an American. A huge critical success, this is one of the rare movies to receive Oscar® nominations in each of the four acting categories. 
00.50     Hannah and her Sisters | 1986

              d: Woody Allen

              s: Barbara Hershey, Mia Farrow, Michael Caine, Max Von Sydow

4 Nominations: Best Art Direction (Stuart Wurtzel, Carol Joffe); Best Director (Woody Allen); Best Film Editing (Susan E Morse); Best Picture (Robert Greenhut)

3 WINS: Best Supporting Actor (Michael Caine); Best Actress (Dianne Wiest); Best Writing, Screenplay Written Directly for the Screen (Woody Allen)

Tangled emotions intertwine in Manhattan. Elliot (Michael Caine) is married to Hannah (Mia Farrow) but has a passion for her sister Lee (Barbara Hershey), who lives with a tormented artist, Frederick (Max Von Sydow). Hannah's ex-husband Mickey (Woody Allen) dates her other sister Holly (Dianne Wiest), but she pines for David (Sam Waterston), though he would rather date her friend April (Carrie Fisher).

Earning more than $40 million, this was Woody Allen's most financially successful film until Match Point in 2005. And it was an artistic success too, collecting Oscars® for Michael Caine (best supporting actor), Dianne Wiest (best actress) and Allen himself (best writing). Featuring great shots of New York, this witty and incisive comedy drama was Hollywood veteran Lloyd Nolan’s last movie before his death on 27th September 1985.

VALENTINE’S DAY
MONDAY 14TH FEBRUARY

12:15     Green Dolphin Street I 1947

             d: Victor Saville

             s: Lana Turner, Van Heflin, Donna Reed
On the Channel Islands in the 1840s, sisters Marianne and Marguerite Patourel (Lana Turner and Donna Reed) fall for the same man, William Ozanne (Richard Hart). Finding himself in love with Marguerite he eventually ends up in New Zealand where, in a drunken stupor, he writes to the girls’ father for his daughter's hand in marriage - except he writes the name Marianne, not Marguerite, thereby changing his life and the lives of the sisters forever.

Sex symbol Lana Turner let her hair go back to its natural colour, brown, for this role. Some critics complained she still looked and sounded like a Hollywood glamour girl, but others admitted to being so impressed with the depth of her performance that they were moved to tears during her scenes. The New Zealand passages are particularly impressive featuring an earthquake, tidal wave and an attack by Maoris
15:00     ‘Til There Was You | 1997

              d: Scott Winant

              s: Jeanne Tripplehorn, Dylan McDermott, Sarah Jessica Parker, Jennifer Anniston

Also showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

This touching love story traces 30 years in the parallel lives of two people whose paths finally converge amid their mutual interest in a community project.  Jeanne Tripplehorn plays Gwen Moss, a writer who loves poetry but makes her living ghost-writing for others, while Dylan McDermott is architect Nick.  They have grown up and bumped into each other several times before finally 'finding' each other.
Funny, sweet and romantic, ‘Til There Was You will appeal to lovers everywhere for its message of ‘what is meant to be’. Some critics hailed it as a breath of fresh air amid the formulaic approach to moviemaking. Set against iconic LA scenery, this warm-hearted tale elicits excellent performance from Tripplehorn, McDermott and especially Parker who delivers a superb portrayal of a former child star struggling in the adult world.
17:10     Ask Any Girl | 1959

              d: Charles Walters

              s: Shirley MacLaine, David Niven, Gig Young, Rod Taylor

Meg Wheeler (Shirley MacLaine) arrives in the Big Apple determined to find success in her career and, along the way, a husband too. She lands a job at an advertising agency run by brothers Miles and Evan Doughton (David Niven and Gig Young).  Miles is dismayed by Meg’s abilities as an employee but begins to see her as an ideal mate for his feckless brother. But will his plan backfire?

The essence of cuteness, emerging star Shirley Maclaine carries this charming little tale alongside established actors of the stature of David Niven. In Europe, critics were so impressed with her performance that it earned her the 1959 BAFTA Award for Best Foreign Actress and the Silver Bear for Best Actress at the 9th Berlin International Film Festival. She was also nominated for a Golden Globe, but lost out to Marilyn Monroe in Some Like It Hot.
19:00     Tortilla Soup | 2001

             d: Maria Ripoll

             s: Jacqueline Obradors, Tamara Mello, Nikolai Kinski
When Mexican-American chef Martin Naranjo (Hector Elizondo), a widower, meets a vivacious divorcee, romance beckons too for his three beautiful daughters sharing his home in Los Angeles: college student Maribel (Tamara Melow), who’s disenchanted with the singles scene; career woman Carmen (Jacqueline Obradors), fed up with her Lothario boyfriend and eldest daughter Letitia (Elizabeth Peña), who has suppressed her own romantic longings.

A lively romantic comedy with delicious props drawn from the finest Hispanic cuisine. The food that Martin Naranjo cooks was prepared by Mary Sue Milliken and Susan Feniger who run restaurants in Los Angeles and Las Vegas. Also featuring poetic passages from Andrew Marvell’s To His Coy Mistress; Her Face, Her Tongue, Her Wit by Arthur Gorges and Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

21:00     The Wedding Singer | 1998

              d:  Frank Coraci

              s: Adam Sandler, Drew Barrymore, Christine Taylor
Suburban wedding singer Robbie Hart (Adam Sandler) is devastated when he’s dumped at the altar by his fiancée. Things look up however when he meets Julia (Drew Barrymore), a waitress at the functions where he sings, who is engaged to a dodgy character. As they find themselves growing attracted to each other, Robbie has to work out a way of convincing her that her fiancé is not the man for her.

Full of nostalgia for the 1980s, The Wedding Singer is a feel-good movie beloved of many who grew up in that decade. It took more than a year and a half to bring to the screen and the result is an utter delight.  A Broadway musical adaptation of the film opened at the Al Hirschfeld Theatre on April 27, 2006, and ran for 285 performances. It was nominated for the 2006 Tony Awards for the Best Musical, Actor (Stephen Lynch), Book and Score.

23:00     The Bodyguard | 1992

             d: Mick Jackson

             s: Kevin Costner, Whitney Houston, Gary Kemp

Bodyguard Frank Farmer (Kevin Costner) is hired by singing star Rachel Marron (Whitney Houston) after she begins receiving threatening notes. His ideas don’t go down well with her entourage when he decides security needs tightening. Farmer meanwhile is haunted by the fact that while on President Reagan's secret service staff he was not there to prevent an assassination attempt. As the stalker lurks in the background, Frank and Rachel fall in love.
Basing his portrayal of Frank Farmer on Steve McQueen, Kevin Costner went as far as having his hair cut in the same style as the tough-guy actor. Other stars considered for the role of Rachel Marron included Olivia Newton-John, Madonna, Deborah Harry, Janet Jackson and Dolly Parton. Filming was marred by the tragic death of crew driver Bill Vitagliano in an on-set accident preparing for an underground parking scene.
TCM RECOMMENDS...
SATURDAY 5th FEBRUARY
21:00     Falling Down | 1993

              d: Joel Schumacher

              s: Michael Douglas, Robert Duvall, Barbara Hershey

William Foster, a divorced engineer, begins to seeth when he finds himself trapped in a Los Angeles traffic jam. But that’s just the start of his tribulations – when he gets out of his car and begins to walk through the city, he runs into other situations that add to his sense of harassment. Now at breaking point, he arms himself and threatens mayhem. Foster’s actions attract the attention of a retiring police officer, Prendergast (Robert Duvall).

Brilliantly publicised as ‘The Adventures of an Ordinary Man at War With the Everyday World,' Falling Down captures one man’s angst amid traffic gridlock, cracked pavements, dirty streets and gratuitous hostility. In a superb performance, Michael Douglas is totally believable as William ‘D-FENS’ Foster, the bespectacled office worker who gradually becomes psychotic on LA’s mean streets.
THURSDAY 17TH FEBRUARY   

21:00     My Own Private Idaho | 1991

              d: Gus Van Sant

              s: Keanu Reeves, River Phoenix, James Russo
Hustlers Mike Waters (River Phoenix) and Scott Favor (Keanu Reeves) eke out a precarious existence on the streets of Portland, Oregon, taking drugs and selling themselves to men and women. Mike is obsessed with finding his long-lost mother, while Scott comes from a respectable family he’s determined to embarrass. The pair embark on a quest to find Mike's mother which takes them from Portland to Idaho to Italy.
This powerful film with commanding performances from Rees and Phoenix owes a big debt to William Shakespeare, taking inspiration from two of the Bard’s most popular plays - Henry lV Part l and Henry lV Part ll.  Purists will recognise dialogue taken straight from these plays in a number of scenes. At one point, Bob tells his companion: "We have heard the chimes at midnight” - a line spoken by Falstaff in Henry IV Part II. 

SATURDAY 19TH FEBRUARY
21:00     Frantic | 1988

             d: Roman Polanski

              s: Harrison Ford, Betty Buckley, Emmanuelle Seigner
In Paris with his wife Sondra (Betty Buckley) for a medical conference, Dr Richard Walker (Harrison Ford) emerges from the shower to find she has been kidnapped. Horrified, he goes to the police and US Embassy seeking their help but after a while concludes no-one really cares. The increasingly desperate Walker teams up with a young, freewheeling Parisian woman to track down the kidnappers himself. 
Roman Polanksi brings all his skills to bear on this nightmarish ride through a Paris of dark streets, seedy characters and international intrigue. Partly inspired by Alfred Hitchcock’s thriller North by Northwest (1959), Frantic is a superb whodunit made all the better by Ennio Morricone's suspenseful soundtrack and the inclusion of Grace Jones' haunting song 'Strange' which adds to the gloomy and frustrating atmosphere.

FRIDAY 25TH FEBRUARY  

21:00     Narc | 2002

              d: Joe Carnahan
              s: Ray Liotta, Jason Patric, Chi McBride

A year after being suspended following an investigation into a shooting while he was undercover, Nick Tellis (Jason Patric) gets a chance to redeem himself. He’s called in to help solve the murder of another undercover detective whose partner is a suspect. Nick teams up with fellow-cop Henry Oak (Ray Liotta) as they begin to uncover clues that point to police weapons finding their way on to the black market.
Behind the scenes, the movie was plagued by cash problems forcing Ray Liotta and Jason Patric to work for practically nothing. As matters got worse, pay cheques for cast and crew dried up completely but the two stars carried on because they liked writer-director Joe Carnahan and did not want to see his career ruined. Tom Cruise was so impressed after seeing the movie that he took on the role of executive producer.
TCM (Turner Classic Movies) is a 24-hour film channel that launched in the US in 1994 and in the UK, Europe, the Middle East and Africa in 1999 as part of the Time Warner group. TCM gives viewers the opportunity to escape to a world of film and enjoy a vast range of unforgettable movies from all genres. Broadening the cinematic experience, viewers can enhance their enjoyment of the world’s most popular art form with exclusive documentaries, interviews with Hollywood insiders and a front row seat at global film events. 

It is available via cable, satellite and digital terrestrial throughout Europe, Africa and the Middle East in eight regional versions in thirteen languages: English, Danish, Dutch, French, Greek, Hebrew, Polish, Spanish, German, Hungarian, Romanian, Norwegian and Swedish. In the UK TCM can be found on SKY 317; Virgin TV 415; Top Up TV Anytime. TCM 2 can be found on SKY 318. 

For information on TCM see www.tcmuk.tv 

For press releases/schedules/images see www.europe.turnerInfo.com 

For more information please contact: Tabitha Wharton Tel: +44 (0) 20 7693 0561  
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