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JANUARY 2011 – UK HIGHLIGHTS

TCM’s entire output from 15:00 daily is on TCM 2 from 20:00 onwards.

The following document includes highlights for both TCM and TCM 2.

DECEMBER BOYS
Harry Potter’s Daniel Radcliffe stars in the TCM premiere of December Boys, a poignant tale of adolescence revolving around four teenage pals from an Australian orphanage. A highly-acclaimed film with a stunning central performance from the 18-year-old actor who proves he does not need special effects to impress.
Tuesday 25th January at 21:00

JOHN WAYNE DAY

A day-long tribute to ‘The Duke’ features five of his best-known westerns including the Howard Hawks-directed Red River and Rio Lobo; The Train Robbers co-starring Ann-Margret; thrilling civil war drama The Horse Soldiers with William Holden and John Ford’s dark classic The Searchers. 

Bank Holiday Monday 3rd January from 12.30

SUNDAY CLASSICS 
A marvellous movie matinee every week begins with Neil Simon’s hilarious farce The Out of Towners followed by musical comedy The Harvey Girls with Judy Garland; The Tender Trap starring January Frank Sinatra and Debbie Reynolds; David Lean’s tragic epic A Passage to India and Stanley Kramer’s chaotic road movie It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World.

Every Sundays at 15:00

ARNIE WEEKEND
It’s thrills galore as Arnold Schwarzenegger stars in three action-packed dramas True Lies (21st Jan), Collateral Damage (22nd Jan) and Eraser (23rd Jan). A triple treat for fans of the one-time bodybuilder who has found new success in US politics.
Friday 21st – Sunday 23rd January at 21:00 every evening
TCM RECOMMENDS...   

Oliver Stone’s historical epic Alexander with Colin Farrell and Angelina Jolie on 1st January; fantasy classic Gremlins  on 2nd January; action adventure The Last Samurai starring Tom Cruise on 8th January; tender prison drama The Birdman of Alcatraz with Burt Lancaster on 9th January and Mel Brooks’ uproarious western spoof Blazing Saddles on 16th January.


TCM CHANNEL INFORMATION AND CONTACTS


 TCM UNVEILS A SUPERB LINE-UP OF GREAT NEW MOVIES FOR 2011 WHILST DANIEL RADCLIFFE HANGS UP HIS WAND TO STAR IN THE TCM PREMIERE OF DECEMBER BOYS
TCM starts 2011 in style as Harry Potter’s boy wizard Daniel Radcliffe hangs up his cloak to head the cast in December Boys, just one of several unmissable movies that make up TCM’s star-studded New Year showcase.
In a tender study of growing up on Tuesday 25th January at 21:00, Daniel delivers a riveting performance as one of four teenage buddies at an orphanage in the Australian outback who are treated to a seaside outing. There they learn that a local couple have decided to adopt one of them – and the boys find their bonds of friendship put to the test as never before as they compete for the chance to gain ‘a real family’.
John Wayne Day on Bank Holiday Monday 3rd January features five of John Wayne’s most popular westerns beginning at 12:30 with Howard Hawks’ classic Red River co-starring Montgomery Clift. This is followed at 15:00 with Rio Lobo, also directed by Hawks, and at 17:15 by The Train Robbers with Wayne starring alongside Ann-Margret. Civil war drama The Horse Soldiers at 19.05 co-stars William Holden and the day rounds off with The Searchers, hailed by some as the best western ever made, at 21:30.
Elsewhere, viewers can enjoy a string of memorable matinees as Sunday Classics brings a much-loved movie weekly at 15:00. They kick off on 2nd January with Neil Simon’s hilarious farce The Out of Towners starring Jack Lemmon and Sandy Dennis, followed on 9th January by musical comedy The Harvey Girls with Judy Garland. On 16th January Frank Sinatra charms Celeste Holm and Debbie Reynolds in The Tender Trap, while on 23rd January David Lean’s A Passage to India stars Judy Davis, Victor Banerjee, Peggy Ashcroft and Alec Guinness. The season ends on 30th January with Stanley Kramer’s side-splitting romp It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World.
Meanwhile Arnie Weekend from Friday 21st – Sunday 23rd January at 21:00 pays tribute to the one-time bodybuilder who used his movie stardom to launch a formidable political career as Governor of California. Arnold Schwarzenegger takes on the bad guys in the action-packed thrillers True Lies (21st Jan), Collateral Damage (22nd Jan) and Eraser (23rd Jan).

Finally, TCM Recommends Oliver Stone’s blockbuster Alexander starring Colin Farrell and Angelina Jolie on 1st January; comedy horror Gremlins on 2nd January; historical adventure The Last Samurai starring Tom Cruise on 8th January; prison drama The Birdman of Alcatraz with Burt Lancaster on 9th January and Mel Brooks’ laugh-out-loud western spoof Blazing Saddles on 16th January. All at 21:00.
DECEMBER BOYS 
TUESDAY 25TH JANUARY
21:00     December Boys | 2007

              d: Rod Hardy

              s: Daniel Radcliffe, Lee Cormie, Christian Byers, James Fraser
Four friends in a 1960s Australian orphanage look forward to a special treat – a trip to the seaside. Nicknamed the December Boys because they were born in the same month, they have sadly come to accept they will never be adopted.  Their idyll is interrupted by news that a childless couple in the area may indeed adopt one of them. The boys compete for the chance to gain a real family, testing their close relationships with one another in the process.

Graced with stunning Australian scenery, this poignant rite-of-passage drama won huge critical acclaim and generous reviews for Daniel Radcliffe who proves he is a star of maturity and stature. True to his reputation, he started studying and practicing Australian accents six months before shooting to ensure he got it exactly right. And for once there’s no special effects wizardry to bolster the story – just superb acting.
JOHN WAYNE DAY – BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 3rd JANUARY 

 12:30     Red River | 1948

               d: Howard Hawks, Arthur Rosson

               s: John Wayne, Montgomery Clift, Joanne Dru, Walter Brennan
Hard-bitten cattle baron Tom Dunson (John Wayne) builds a livestock empire with his adopted son Matthew Garth (Montgomery Clift), whose parents were killed in Indian attacks. Seeking top dollar for their cattle, they begin a massive cattle drive north from Texas to the Missouri railhead, aided by a motley band of leathery cowpokes. But things start going wrong thanks to Dunson's tyrannical ways and Matthew decides to take the herd away from his stepfather.
Writer Borden Chase cheerfully admitted that the storyline was Mutiny on the Bounty (1935) with the addition of saddles and stirrups. Off set, John Wayne and Montgomery Clift predictably failed to get along because of their opposing political views but agreed to make politics off-limits during the filming. Wayne and Walter Brennan were aware of Clift’s homosexuality and stayed away from him when not filming. 
15:00     Rio Lobo | 1970

              d:  Howard Hawks

              s: John Wayne, Jorge Rivero, Jack Elam, Jennifer O’Neill
The end of the American Civil War finds ex-Union army officer Cord McNally (John Wayne) determined to track down the traitors who sold information about U.S. Army gold shipments and prompted the death of a much-loved comrade. His quest takes him to the small Texas town of Rio Lobo, where he finds himself in the middle of a land grab involving two ex-Confederates who knew the traitors in question and are now being oppressed by them.

This cracking western is the third in the trilogy directed by Hawks around the theme of a good guy defending himself against a band of determined outlaws: the other two films are Rio Bravo (1959) and El Dorado (1967), both also starring John Wayne. ‘The Duke’ was 63 when the picture was made but delivers a typically robust performance. Filmed in the Mexican state of Morelos and Arizona, this was the last movie directed by Howard Hawks.
17:15     The Train Robbers I 1973

              d: Burt Kennedy

              s: John Wayne, Ann-Margret, Rod Taylor, Ben Johnson

Mrs Lowe (Ann-Margret), a notorious outlaw's widow, hires Lane (John Wayne) to recover  half a million dollars in stolen gold from her husband's last robbery, planning to return the haul to Wells Fargo so that she can clear her husband's name. Lane recruits his buddies to help him find the buried treasure, and they’re joined by a pair of young guns (Christopher George and Jerry Gatlin). Before long they discover their mission is not an easy one...
John Wayne was well into his prime by now but still the undisputed king of the cowboys and scourge of bad hats everywhere. The Duke’s reliably stalwart performance is aided by Dominic Frontiere's superb score and the knock-out cinematography of William H Clothier in a ruggedly beautiful part of the United States.  Ann-Margaret lends glamour and sex appeal to the adventure, with director Kennedy bundling it all up into an unbeatable package.
19:05     The Horse Soldiers | 1959

             d: John Ford
             s: John Wayne, William Holden, Constance Towers
A troop of Union cavalrymen set out to destroy a vital stronghold held by Confederate soldiers. Colonel John Marlowe (Wayne) is determined to carry out his task at all costs but finds an enemy in regimental surgeon Major Hank Kendall (William Holden), and the two develop a hatred for each other. Matters escalate when a Southern belle, Hannah Hunter (Constance Towers) has to be taken along when she overhears details of their mission.

This all-action drama is inspired by the true life exploits of Union hero Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson who led 1,700 troopers through Mississippi in 1863 causing havoc in the Confederate lines. In ground-breaking deals, John Wayne and William Holden each received $775,000 each, plus 20 per cent of the overall profits, for appearing in the movie – a new record for stars’ remuneration. 
21:30     The Searchers I 1956









 d: John Ford

         
 s: John Wayne, Jeffrey Hunter, Vera Miles, Ward Bond, Natalie Wood
Ex-Confederate soldier Ethan Edwards (John Wayne) returns from the war to find his brother and sister-in-law killed and his nieces kidnapped by Indians.  Learning that one niece (Natalie Wood) is alive, he and his nephew, Martin (Jeffrey Hunter) begin searching for her.  Eaten up with bitterness and remorse, Edwards is determined to kill the Indians who captured her, even at the expense of saving his niece. 
Ford and Wayne made an incredible 22 films together, during which they developed a longstanding friendship and mutual respect.  Ford gave Wayne his big break in Stagecoach (1939) ensuring the B-movie actor’s move to screen icon and box office star.  Ford helped develop Wayne’s heroic screen persona and coaxes a memorable performance here from the star in what many consider to be the best western ever made.
SUNDAY CLASSICS AT 15:00
SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY
15:00     The Out of Towners | 1970

              d: Arthur Hiller
              s: Jack Lemmon, Sandy Dennis, Sandy Baron

Showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

George Kellerman (Jack Lemmon) sets off with wife Cathy (Sandy Dennis) from their Ohio home for New York City, where he has an interview that could lead to promotion. The excited young couple plan to arrive the night before to enjoy dinner and a show but the plane gets diverted to Boston. It’s an ominous sign because ahead of them lie a nightmarish train ride to New York, a mugging, a police chase…and a broken tooth. 
Instead of following his normal practice of adapting one of his stage plays into a film, Neil Simon wrote this hilarious comedy directly for the screen when he realised that a play would have difficulty portraying the many different locations involved. Delivering some typically side-splitting Simon one-liners, Lemmon and Dennis won Golden Globe nominations as best actor and best actress in a musical or comedy for their roles in this film.
SUNDAY 9th JANUARY

15:00     The Harvey Girls | 1946

             d: George Sidney

             s: Judy Garland, John Hodiak, Angela Lansbury
Showing on TCM 2 at 20:00
On a train trip West to become a mail order bride Susan Bradley meets a cheery crew of young women travelling out to open a Harvey House restaurant at a remote whistle stop to provide good cooking and wholesome company for railway travellers. When Susan and her bashful suitor find romance daunting, Susan joins the Harvey Girls instead. The saloon across the street with its worldly-wise women offers them tough competition.

Angela Lansbury was often hissed at in public after this film was released, simply because she played Judy Garland’s rival and Garland was so beloved by the public. On a historical note, the Harvey House restaurants were established by Fred Harvey in 1870 to provide good, inexpensive food and lodging in clean, elegant surroundings for travellers in the western US. At the chain's peak, there were 84 Harvey Houses throughout seven states.

SUNDAY 16th JANUARY

15:00     The Tender Trap | 1955

              d: Charles Walters

              s: Frank Sinatra, Debbie Reynolds, Celeste Holm, David Wayne

Also showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

Talent agent Charlie Reader (Frank Sinatra) is a carefree bachelor and a hit with the ladies, chief among whom is beautiful classical violinist Sylvia (Celeste Holme). Matters get complicated when Charlie’s pal Joe (David Wayne) arrives to spend a few days with him and finds himself becoming increasingly attracted to Sylvia. Then an attractive young blonde, Julie (Debbie Reynolds), turns up and throws a major spanner in the works…

Oscar®-nominated for Jimmy van Heusen’s music and Sammy Cahn’s lyrics, this movie was adapted from the Broadway production of the same name which opened at New York’s Longacre Theatre on 13th October, 1954 and ran for 102 performances. The title number sung by Sinatra turned out to be a huge hit for the entertainer, generally regarded as playing a very good likeness of himself as the ultra-cool womaniser Charlie.
SUNDAY 23rd JANUARY

15:00     A Passage To India | 1984

              d: David Lean

              s: Judy Davis, Victor Banerjee, Peggy Ashcroft, Alec Guinness

Also showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

Travelling from England to India to marry magistrate Ronny Moore (Nigel Havers), Adela Quested (Judy Davis) sets out to explore the "real India" in the dying days of the Raj. She meets a young Muslim doctor (Victor Bannerjee) who is just as curious about the English as Adela is about India. But when they go to the Marabar Caves Adela accuses the doctor of attempted rape, and the resulting tension threatens an explosion of violence. 
Earning Oscars® for Peggy Ashcroft (Best Supporting Actress) and Maurice Jarre (Best Score), this was David Lean's first (and last) film after a 14-year absence from the industry. He had been so hurt by the negative reviews for Ryan's Daughter (1970) that he dropped out of filmmaking altogether. During filming, Lean fell out with long-time friend Alec Guinness when the actor discovered Lean had cut out much of his on-screen work.

SUNDAY 30th JANUARY

15:00    It’s A Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World | 1963

             d: Stanley Kramer

             s: Spencer Tracy, Milton Burl, Phil Silvers, Ethel Merman, Terry-Thomas, Jack Benny

Also showing on TCM 2 at 20:00

Released from a long prison stretch, old lag Smiler Grogan (Jimmy Durante) sets off for a public park in San Diego, California, to dig up the $350,000 proceeds of a heist 15 years previously. Grogan’s wild ride ends in a crash witnessed by four disparate groups of passers-by, and as he lays dying he blurts out where the money is buried. Horror turns to greed among the onlookers and they embark on a madcap race to get to the treasure trove first.

A blockbuster comedy with a cast list that reads like a Who’s Who of 1960s comedic talent, this unforgettable farce scooped five Oscar® nominations and a win (for Walter Elliott’s sound effects). Kramer elicits some memorable performances from his stars, notably Terry-Tomas as a blustering ex-British army officer, Ethel Merman as the motor mouth from hell and Spencer Tracy as the ageing police chief tempted to hijack the loot as a retirement pot. 
ARNIE WEEKEND – FRI 21ST JANUARY – SUN 23RD JANUARY AT 21:00
FRIDAY 21ST JANUARY
21:00    True Lies | 1994

             d: James Cameron

             s: Arnold Schwarzenegger
Computer salesman Harry Tasker (Arnold Schwarzenegger) leads a typically suburban life in Washington, DC but he’s actually an intrepid secret agent. Harry’s demanding double life means long periods of loneliness for his wife Helen (Jamie Lee Curtis) and she seeks comfort in the company of used car salesman Simon (Bill Paxton). As if this was not enough, Harry also has to confront nuclear terrorist Salim (Art Malik) who’s bent on destroying the US.
True Lies marked a spectacular highpoint in the use of CGI, notably in the thrilling scenes involving the Harrier jump-jet. A full-scale model of the aircraft was built for the close-up shots of Arnold Schwarzenegger flying the plane and the soundstage where the scenes were shot was the largest 180 degree green-screen background ever built. Aside from stunts such as these, Arnie’s most daunting task was, he admitted later, learning to dance the tango.
SATURDAY 22nd JANUARY

21:00     Collateral Damage | 2002

              d: Andrew Davis

              s: Arnold Schwarzenegger, Francesca Neri, Cliff Curtis
After losing his wife and child in a bombing, fire-fighter Gordy Brewer (Arnold Schwarzenegger) finds himself pitted against a murderous group of international terrorists led by Claudio "The Wolf" Perrini (Cliff Curtis). Thirsting for justice, Brewer fears the authorities will never capture the man responsible for murdering his family. Deciding to track down Perrini himself, he sets off for the darkest corners of gang-ravaged Columbia.

Collateral Damage was due to be released in October, 2001, but the terrorist attack on the Twin Towers on 11th September prompted a five-month postponement. Studio bosses pulled all advertising of the film which had included a mock newspaper clipping alongside Schwarzenegger's face featuring the word "bombing" and the tagline "What would you do if you lost everything?”
SUNDAY 23rd JANUARY

21:00     Eraser | 1996

              d: Chuck Russell

              s: Schwarzenegger, James Caan, Vanessa Williams
US Marshal John Kruger (Arnold Schwarzenegger) is nicknamed ‘The Eraser’ because his job is to remove all traces of the identity of vital informants in the witness protection programme. When he’s assigned to guard Lee Cullen (Vanessa Williams), a former executive with evidence of illegal arms deals implicating a US weapons company, he uncovers a plot permeating the very highest levels of the government.
Oscar®-nominated for best sound effects editing, this superior action movie is packed with thrills and seemingly impossible feats, even for an actor of Arnold Schwarzenegger’s stature. Savour the scene where he hangs from the outside of a jet aircraft, finally lets go, free-falls to catch his parachute that has been ripped off him - and then struggles to avoid the jet which has circled around and is going to smash into him.

TCM RECOMMENDS...
SATURDAY 1ST JANUARY   

21:00     Alexander | 2004

              d: Oliver Stone
              s: Colin Farrell, Angelina Jolie, Val Kilmer, Anthony Hopkins

Still in his 20s, Alexander the Great (Colin Farrell) emerges from Macedonia to lead his armies through 22,000 miles in just eight years, conquering 90 per cent of the known world.  The mighty warrior seems unstoppable as he takes on the Persian Empire, drives west to Egypt and finally makes his way east to India. But behind the superman image, Alexander has problems and issues recognisable to all young men of his age.

Made for an eye watering $155,000,000, this movie has a distinguished historical adviser - Oxford University professor Robin Lane Fox, who had written the biography on which the film is based.  Fox’s price for giving his advice was to be allowed to take a place at the head of what is one of the largest cavalry charges ever filmed. He happily dressed up as a Macedonian cavalry officer to live his dream of charging for Alexander.
SUNDAY 2nd JANUARY   

21:00     Gremlins | 1984

             d: Joe Dante

             s:  Hoyt Axton, John Louie, Keye Luke

A cute pet brought home from Chinatown belies its cuddliness when it becomes the source of a series of disasters in an American suburb, Kingston Falls. As chaos breaks out, it emerges the mini-monsters go berserk with the introduction of water, food after midnight and bright light. With families increasingly terrorised and fearing for their lives, the cry goes up - how can they be stopped?

Gremlins was planned and scheduled for a Christmas release, but rushed into production shortly after Warner Bros found it had no major competition against Paramount's Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom (1984) or Columbia's Ghost Busters (1984) for the summer movie season. Look out for a cameo appearance by Steven Spielberg  - he’d broken his leg and the limb is in plaster when he appears as an inventor in a motorised wheelchair.
SATURDAY 8TH JANUARY
21:00     The Last Samurai | 2003

              d: Edward Zwick

              s: Tom Cruise, Ken Watanabe, William Atherton
In the 1870s, ex-US Army officer Captain Nathan Algren (Tom Cruise) is hired by the Emperor of Japan to train his woefully ill-equipped army in the art of modern warfare. Against all his instincts, Algren finds himself deeply impressed and influenced by his encounters with the Samurai, elite warriors with a fearsome reputation on the battlefield.  As his respect grows for them, he finds himself at the centre of a struggle between two eras and two worlds.

Tom Cruise nearly came to a sticky end when a sword was swung within one inch of his neck while filming. It happened when he and his co-star Hiroyuki Sanada were acting out a fight scene. Sanada swung a sword at Cruise who was on an off-camera mechanical horse at the time but the machine malfunctioned and failed to duck at the right moment. Sanada stopped the blade just in time.

SUNDAY 9TH JANUARY   

21:00     Birdman of Alcatraz | 1962

              d: John Frankenheimer
              s: Burt Lancaster, Karl Malden, Thelma Ritter, Neville Brand, Telly Savalas

Convicted killer Robert Stroud (Burt Lancaster) serves a life sentence in solitary confinement, weighed down by despair in the knowledge that he will never know freedom again. But his life changes when he comes across a helpless baby sparrow in the exercise yard. As he begins to take a deep interest in caring for birds, he discovers a new purpose in life. But this seemingly innocent pastime also brings him into conflict with the prison authorities.
Burt Lancaster was nominated for a best actor Oscar® for his compelling performance as Stroud and other nominations went to Telly Savalas (best supporting actor), Thelma Ritter (best supporting actress) and Burnett Guffey (best black and white cinematography). Stroud was a true-life character who at one stage kept 400 birds. According to guards, he was not the sympathetic character portrayed by Lancaster – but “difficult and demented”.

SUNDAY 16th JANUARY
21:00     Blazing Saddles I 1974 



   d: Mel Brooks 


   s: Cleavon Little, Gene Wilder, Slim Pickens, Mel Brooks

Rock Ridge, a small frontier town, is rife with prejudice and ill-equipped to strike a blow for racial equality by greeting the West’s first black Sheriff. Chaos therefore ensues when Bart (Cleavon Little) arrives on his charger, blissfully unaware he’s being used by a corrupt political boss intent on driving a railroad through the community. Bart gets help from alcoholic ex-gunslinger Jim (Gene Wilder) as he tries to win over the townsfolk, 
Off at a gallop thanks to a splendid whip-cracking number by Frankie Lane, Blazing Saddles introduced millions to Mel Brooks’ anarchic comedy genius. Pressed to choose their funniest moments, fans would probably nominate the bean-eating scene; the moment when Bart rides into town to a welcoming ceremony only to be met by horrified expressions when they realise he’s black and the riotous finale set bafflingly in modern-day Hollywood.
TCM (Turner Classic Movies) is a 24-hour film channel that launched in the US in 1994 and in the UK, Europe, the Middle East and Africa in 1999 as part of the Time Warner group. TCM gives viewers the opportunity to escape to a world of film and enjoy a vast range of unforgettable movies from all genres. Broadening the cinematic experience, viewers can enhance their enjoyment of the world’s most popular art form with exclusive documentaries, interviews with Hollywood insiders and a front row seat at global film events. 

It is available via cable, satellite and digital terrestrial throughout Europe, Africa and the Middle East in eight regional versions in thirteen languages: English, Danish, Dutch, French, Greek, Hebrew, Polish, Spanish, German, Hungarian, Romanian, Norwegian and Swedish. In the UK TCM can be found on SKY 317; Virgin TV 415; Top Up TV Anytime. TCM 2 can be found on SKY 318. 

For information on TCM see www.tcmuk.tv 

For press releases/schedules/images see www.europe.turnerInfo.com 

For more information please contact: Tabitha Wharton Tel: +44 (0) 20 7693 0561  
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